AFM falters on peace worries 

Amman (R) — Amman stock prices continued to stumble on 
Sunday as worries over Middle East peace after Gaza’s bloody 
clashes soared market seatiment, brokets said. Tbe general price 
index of die Amman Fioandal Market (AI^ do^ at 147.62 
points, dosra_ a further 0.13 per cent ftom 147.82 at Saturday’s 
dose. “Politieal matters pl^ a decisive role in our market 
sentiment, there is no economic dedson, onfy a political one that 
affects everything ... investors are aftnid to new moves until 
matters calm,” Mohammad Jamioum, general manager of tbe 
Jordao-Gulf Bank, told Reuters. He said unrest in the Gaza Snip 
and West Bank made invcsiois hesistant to make new steps. 
Middle East tunnoQ has rekindled fears amongst the buaness 
community of a derailing of the jieace process, he added. The 
market is traditionally very sensitive to political developments 
relating to Middle East peace making, but Mr. Jamjoum forecast a 
market pkk-np at the end of 1994, when banks are expected to 
enter in stien^. 
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Jordan, 
Israel to 
start 
marking 
border 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel and Jordan dedded on 
Sunday to stan demarcating 
their border, after the first 
meeting of a committee in 
charge of implementing the 
Oct. 26 peace trea^. the 
foreign ministry said. 

The ministry said that 
teams from btra countries 
were to start marking the 
400-kiIometre border from 
next week, in an operation 
expected to last six months.- 

Jordan recovered 380 
square kilometres of territory 
under the treaty. 

The committee, which met 
in the Bet Shean valley of 
northern Israel, was headed 
by Eliakim Rubinstein for 
Israel and Hani Mulki, 
secretary-general of the 
Higher (founcil for Sdence 
and Technology and Presi- 
dent of tbe Royal Sdentific 
Sodety (RSS). 


AMMAN MONDAY, 


JUMAOA 


Price; Jordan 





Jordan and Israel also 
agreed on Sunday to speed 
up measures to start postal- 
links in line with the peace 
treaty. 

“Both will take necessary 
routine measures to have 
postal links operational as 
soon as possible,” -said a 
Jordanian official quoted by 
Reuters. He gave no firm 
date but said links could start 
before IJecember. 

Sunday’s meeting discus- 
sed three major items, 
according to Dr. MuUd. 

These included the com- 
mittee’s programme of action 
and its tiiture activities, the 
-24 agreements covered the 
treaty and outcome oi the 
borders and transport com- 
mittees’ meetings held last 
weak. 

The committee also re- 
^newed the various activities 
planned for next week's 
meetings of the various com- 
mittees, including the border 
committee. Dr. Mulki said in 
a statement to Jordan Televi- 
sion. 

He added that imple- 
mentation of the various 
agreements will take a period 
ranging between three 
months and nine months. 

. Dr. Mulqi voiced hope chat 
tbe actual delineation of bor- 
der points will start next 
week. 

Diptomatic ties 

*rhe committee that met 
Sunday was set up on Thurs- 
day when an Israeli delega- 
tion visited Amman and held 
talks. 

During chose meetings, it 
was dedded that the two 
countries will announce the 
establishment of diplomatic 
relations on Nov. 27. Embas- 
sies would be opened on Dec. 
10 . 

The Israeli delegation was 
led by Uri Savir, director- 
general of the foreign minis- 
, try, and included senior advi- 
sors and officials from the 
foreign and finance minis- 
tries. 

Tbe two sides discussed the 
various aspects of economic 
cooperation as called for in 
the peace treaty, which sets a 
May 1995 deadline for 
reaching agreements. Tliese 
include a free trade zone, 
investment, banking, indust- 
rial cooperation and labour. 
Most of the projects were 
discussed at the Oct. 30-Nov. 
1- economic summit held in 
(Casablanca, Morocco. 

The two sides have given 
priority to implementing pro- 
j^ts that are vital to the very 
essence of the peace treaty, 
including facilities to make 
available to Jordan its share 
of Yarmouk River waters as 
agre^ in the accord. • 

Jordan made its first ex- 
ports to Israel when it sent a 
nve-ionne "test” shipment of 
^tomatoes across the Jordan 
River Bridge. Offidals also 
said Sunday the first group of 
Jordanian tourists wTlI go to 
Israel on Monday (see stories 
on page J2). 








Palestinian security agents patrol the streets of Gaza City (AFP photo) 

Arafat urges national unity 
Hamas wants him removed 


(Combined agency 


YASSER ARAFAT 
appealed for Palestinian uni- 
ty on Sunday in his first pub- 
lic appearance since tfie Gaza 
carnage. 

Muslim militants, howev- 
er, urged Mr. Arafat’s re- 
moval as chairman of the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA). 

“Despite ail that hap- 
pened, we call for natioiw 
unity,” Mr. Arafat said in a 
brief speech to 500 suppor- 
ters outside his Gaza City 
headquarters. 

Tbe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leader 
renewed charges that Islamic 
fundamentalists udio fought 
running battles with Palesti- 
nian police on Friday were 
receiving instructions from 
foreign forces. 

“We will not allow any 
power that receives orders 
from abroad to kill the 
Palestinian dream,” he said, 
calling on veteran PLO fight- 
ers to be “guards” of chat 
dream. 

Tbe PNA begm the pro- 
cess of reoondJiation on Sun- 
day by releasing 31 members 
of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, arrested 


on Friday. 

It said that life in Gaza had 
returned to normal and 
thanked Palestinians for re- 
sisting “attempts by tbe en- 
vious and bitter who tried to 
instigate stiife.” ' 

Fourteen Palestinian civi- 
lians and one policeman died 
in the Gaza City clashes as 
police fired at stone-throwers 
outside the main mosque. 

Three more Arabs died 
Saturday when Israeli troops 
opened fire on anti-Arafot 
protesters in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. An Israeli 
soldier was shot dead by 
Hamas militants in tbe Strip 
the same day. 

Hamas warned Sunday 
that Mr. Arafat would have 
to be removed and elections 
held for a new temporary 
Palestinian leadership. 

The group’s spokesman in 
Jordan, Ilvahim Gfaosheh, 
said that the movement “re- 
fuses categorically that Ara- 
fat continues imposing his au- 
thority.” 

“His staying as head of the 
Palestinian authority would 
perpetuate the crisis,” Mr. 
Gbosheli said. 

In Damascus, Hamas said 

(Conffmied on page 2) 


Israel may advance funds 
to PNA, speed up talks 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel's cabinet on Sunday 
rfobated advancing money to 
Yasser Arafat’s embattled 
self-rule government and 
speeding up negotiations on 
expanding autonomy in the 
wake of inter-Palestinian vio- 
lence in Che Gaza Stri[). 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said he would urge 
interoatioiia] donors to re^ 
lease some promised funds to 
the Palestinians and prop- 
osed that Israel advance a 
sum of overS13 million to the 
self-rule authority. 

Mr. Peres said growing 
economic hardship in the 
(jaza Strip created a disillu- 
sionment with the peace 
accord that in pan led to 
Friday's rioting and blood- 
shed in wiiidr IS Palestinians 
were killed and more than 
200 wounded. 

The S2.2 billion pledged to 
tbe sdf-Tule govenunent has 
been slow in coming as 
donors waited for tbe Pales- 
tine National Authority 
(I^A) to establish a detailed 
accounting system. 


“The cabinet dedd^ to- 
day to make many efforts to 
improve the economic shiia- 
tioD. Arafat is in the middle 
of a struggle and we want him 
to succeed. But without sup- 
port from tbe Palestinian 
street, tbe entire agreement 
is shaky,” said Tourism 
Minister Uzi Baram. 

“The minute the PLO 
(Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation) started a real strug- 
gle against Hamas as be has, 
perhaps involuntarily, Israel 
cannot remain indifferent 
arxl look on like a traffic 
cop,” be added. 

Finance hfouster Avraham 
Shofaat, however, expressed 
reservations about Israel 
footing too many of PNA 
bills and said the govenunent 
would only dectcu on finan- 
cial help for the PNA after 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Ral^ returned from a U.S.' 
virit later in tbe week. 

Mr. Peres stressed Israel 
would not interveae militarily 
or reenter tbe Gaza Strip it 

(Coathnied on 7) 


Full liberalisation of economy 


vital for investment 


analysts 


By P.V. Vivduuiand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has to 
totally liberalise its economy 
if the Kingdom wants to instd 
investor confidence and a 
^are of the international in- 
vestment expected to come to 
the Middle East as Arabs and 
Israelis make peace, interna- 
tional analysts said Sunday. 

Angus Blair and John 
Shakeshaft of tbe London- 
based Baring Securities, a 
230-year-old merchant bank 
and investment bouse, aiso 
suggested that the Jordanian 
government adopt a more de- 
termined effort to create the 
right invesunent climate by 
setting a timeframe that 
would ease bureaucracy and 
put an end to inefficiency. 

Without such determina- 
tion, targets would be missed 
and Jordan would be left 
behind in the mounting com- 
petition for international 
capital, Mr. Blair and Mr. 
Sbake^aft told a gathering 
of Jordan’s economic experts 
and policy advisors. 

At the outset of the meet- 
ing, attended by Ziad Fariz 
and Ahmad Mango, two 
advisors of His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prmoe Hassan, 
^nance Minister Sami Gam- 
moh briefiy reviewed Jor- 
dan's economic performance 
since 1989 when it adopted a 


fiscal restructuring program- 
me and how the Kingdom 
had exceeded some or tbe 
goals set in the programme. 

Mr. Gammoh also said Jor- 
dan was firmly committed to 
reforms aimed at'realiring a 
free market economy and 
liberalisation as well as priva- 
tisation of public entities. 

Mr. Blair, who has co- 
authored a detailed study on 
the Amman Financial Market 
and rated it as one of 
the b^ organised among 
emerging markets in tbe re- 
gion. conceded that Jordan 
had gone a long way in creat- 
ing foe right ingredients that 
attract foreign investment. 

Statistics, derived ftom In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) figures and quoted by 
Blair, showed Jordan s 
annual economic growth rate 
of nearly six per cent in 1993 
was well above foe 4.7 per 
cent average for foe Micfole 
East. 

However, figures of the 
Internationa trend in invest- 
ments over the years indi- 
cated that the Kingdom bad 
yet to reach a point where it 
could describe conditions 
here as conducive to actract- 
foreign capital of any 
significance, be said. 

Among foe factors nega- 
tively affecting foreign invest- 
ment in Jordan was the 


“psychological barriers” re- 
s^ting from tbe regulatory 
and ^ministrative environ- 
ments, unclear commitment 
to liberalisation, the faster 
pace of .other markets, few 
investibles.'increaring inter- 
national competition for 
capital, foe presence of only a 
few developed industries and 
“market” rumours, Mr. Blair 
said. 

“If Jordan wants a part of 
foe mtemational capital flow, 
then it has to remove foe 
psychological barriers that 
are stiil in place,” be said. 

The analyst said despite 
the moves that Jordan under- 
took to project itself as a 
target for international in- 
vestment there remained 
“unclear commitment to 
liberalisation and mixed sig- 
nais.” 

International capital tends 
to flow to markets where 
“there are no sacred cows” 
when it comes to privatisa- 
tion, foreigners do not need 
permission to trade in the 
stock market, local issues on 
the bourse are always over- 
subscribed, barrier-fiee trade 
pofides are followed and re- 
spect of intellectual copyright 
is ensured, he said. 

There is no specific formu- 
la to attract foreign c^it^ 
except to meet these criteria 
and tiberalise.foe economy 


and ease tbe r^ulatory en- 
vironment, said Mr. 
Shakeshaft. 

Tbe experience of other 
countries has proved that 
offering high incentives and 
encouragement such as tax 
holiday and exemptions is 
only part of tbe measures' 
necessary to attract foreign 
capital, both analysts said. 

One of foe prerequisites 
was blowing foreign capital 
to enter foe stock maricet 
without any restrictions on its 
movement or any limits on its 
, involvement in equity, said 
Mr. Blair. Such an a^^roacb 
to “indirect investments” 
would automatically lead to 
direct investments, he said. 

Mr. Blair said Morocco, 
which attracted the bulk of 
foreign capital foat went to 
the ^ddle East and North 
Africa region in 1993, was a 
positive example. The coun- 
try had a relatively attractive 
package of incentives for 
direa investments for several 
years, but it failed to realise 
any agnificant flow of foreign 
capital. But in 1992, when 
King Hassan n cook a per- 
sonal interest and .lifted all 
regulations on foreign invest- 
ment in foe stock marltet, 
international interest was 
kindled. 

«^:mit|Baed on page 7) 


U.S. may give Jordan 

billions in military aid 


Tbe foUowing article is reprinted unedited from tbe Nov. 
7-13 issue of foe . Washmgton-based Defcase News. The 
article, wbicb appeared under foe same headline, was 
wntten jointly by two of foe newar^ter^ staff wiitas, 
nUip Honegao and Bubara Opa& 


WASHINGTON — U.S. 
government officials have be- 
gan crafting an aid padcage 
to make good on Preddent 
Bili Qinton’s {dedge to assist 
Jordan’s financially stra^}ped 
mDitmy. 

Options have been drafted 
in foe Departinent of De- 
fense that would pcoyide far ' 
ahmg-term military aid 
age langmgfrom S25ffmi]lion 
to $2.5 billimi, according to 
Department of Defense, De- 
partment of State and de- 
fense industry sources. 

King Hussein has re- 
quested bfllions of drdlars of . 
equipment, indu<fing36 to 72 
F-16 filters, more than 200 
MIA2 main battle tanks and 
large amounts of support 
eqniinnent. 

Options are being crafted 
foat would provide an impor- 
tant show of support for Jor- 
dan after the peace agree- 
ment signed between Jordan 
and Israel, but would stop 
short of meeting Hussein’s 
full military shopping list. 

“We will work with Jordan 
to meet your Intimate de- 
fense requirements and to 
^ve you foe security you 
deserve,” Clinton told a joint 
session of the Jordanian par- 
liament on Oct. 26. 

Although Ointon’s pledge- 


lacked specifics, U.S. goveiur 
ment sources said tiie White 
House has directed a coor- 
(finated effort to craft a so- 
called peace padte« that can 
meet the ap prov a l of Con- 
gress and .also fit within 
ondgetary constraints. CSh- 
ton and foe National Security 
Council win make foe final 
decisioas on tiie options now 
be^ drafted. 

“We’re workmg on details 
to fulfill the president’s 
ple<^ But so far, foe wnk 
B only prefimina^ because 
we haronY been ^ven a final 
set of nurnbets,” a U.S. offi- 
dal said. 

OptKKis under zeview by 
’^hrte House officials indude 
requesting a special snp- 
idemental bin tK the 15195 
bndget to cover m to $1 
bflfion in mflrtaxy aid to Jor- 
dan or waiting until to 
incorporate foe Jordanian 
.programme into the 1996 
fipmgn aid budget 

Jordan’s need for military 
assistance is critical. Its 
98,600-man milrtaiy faces fe- 
rious probfems with aging 
equipment .and a lade of 
spare parts anoe Hs failure to 
support Persian Gulf war 
efto to Iraqi troops 
from Kuwait 


the Jordanians modernro 
their armed forces is impor- 
tant,” Robert Satloff, execn- 
tive director of the Washing- 
ton friflitnte for Near 
PoG^, said Nov. 4. "Ihe 
Jordmiians clearly have inter- 
nal and exteroal challenges. 
It is important to be sure foey 
can meet them.” 

Wifo Jordan firmly sUi^ 
porting tbe peace process, it 
faces possible challenges 
from Syria; Iraq and from 
Palestiiuans, be said. 

Options now being ex- 
amined to help tbe Jordanian 
armed forces indnde the 
possible transfer of 24 used 
F-16A^ fighters although 
high costs are a potential 
drstade. As a new ^tem it 
would require a considerable 
amount of new training, 
group s up port equipment and 
airfield construction. 

The F-l6s also might re- 
quire upgrades to improve 
fodr sal^. Moreover tire 
operating costs for an F-16 
squadron can be very hid, 
particniarly for financimly 
strapped Jordan. 

An option under review is 
to provide Jordan with up to 
$1% million to upgrade foe 
older fidfei^ along with S2S 
mfllion to $40 million aimual- 
N to maintain and operate 
me new F-16 fleet. 

F-16 upgrades are esti- 
mated to cost at least $7 
u^on per plane- The up- 


‘Ihe pring^ of h^^j 


Majali: Jordmi- Kuwait 
relations are improving 

Prime minister delivers King’s message 
to Qatari emir, reviews peace process . 


DOHA (Agencies) ^ Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
Sunday deliveied a message 
from Majes^ King Hus- 
rein to Qatari Emir Sheikh 
Khalifa Ben Harnad A1 
on bUateral relations. 

At a pr^ conference fol- 
lowing his audience with 
Sheikh Khalifa, Dr. Majali 
said he briefed tbe Qatari 
leader on the Jordanian- 
foraeli peace treaty and dis- 
enssed wifo him issues of 
common interest, including 
scopes of cooperation in va- 
rious fields. • 

Dr. Majali said there were 
positive and constructive 
signs about the restoration of 
normal relations with 
Kuwait, and referred to foe 
recent exchange of visits by 
officials from bofo countries. 

Dr. Majali voiced hope 
foat JordanrKuwait relations 
will be restored to normal 
soon. 

Dr. Majafi stressed foe im- 
pottanoe of Arab solidarity, 
paxticnlarfy at this time when 
a new world order is emerg- 
ing- 


He called on Arabs to 
leave their disputes aside and 
resdbednle diOT differences, 
shnilar to debt resdieduling, 
if diey want to have a say m 
the new world order arm if 
they do not want such an 
ordCT to be imposed on them. 

He also called for restruc- 
turing the . Arab League 
tfarou^ setting up,.r^iona} 
groups that would in tarn- 
form the bo^ of the leagued 
raying tiiis would solve a lot 
of problems. 

Dr. Majali said Jordan was 
pnnisbed because of its calls 
for Arab unity affirmed that 
foe day tbe Arab Nation will 
unify hs ranks is inevitably 
coming “because pan-Arab 
sentiments are now stronger 
than before.” 

The prime minister said 
Arab countries paitidpated 
m foe Madrid copference 
which launched the Middle 
Eafl ' peace process in 1991 by 
fodr free will, while Israel 
was the party i^t was forced 
to participate in it. However, 
be stressed that all parties in 
the Arab-Israeli pe^ nego- 


tiations win end up winners. 

**We will win, foe otlter 
party will win. Tbe profits 
will be material and mortil^ 
nnmefoate or mediate; our: 
job was to show foe other 
party its real gains so as iq 
reap ours,” said Dr. Majali^ 

He said Israel’s gains werd 
limited to its recognition ot 
its existence in tix re^on^. 
These gains are moral, while 
foe gams of Jordan, Syria; 
Lebwon, and Palestine are 
material, represented in'fe^ 
gaining their lands and watei! 
and relogees’ rights, he safo.' 
’ He -sfressed foat Jordan- 
was seeking to address the 
Afiddte EaA problem 
sdentific way ratiier foan ^in 
an emotional way. 

He voiced regret over fod 
recent inddents in Gaza and 
called for having (femocra^ 
and peacefnl dialogue as tite 
basis for competition be- 
tween foe Palestinians rather 
foan fitting. 

Jordan and Esreel, he said, 

willdedare die estabiidunent 

• 

(CootiBiMd oo page 7) 


Lower House of Parliament urges 
Palestinian not to use violence 


AMMAN (J.T.) —The Low- 
er House of iWUament'on 
Sunday i^ed a statement 
appealing to foe Palestinians 
to abflain from infighting and 
prevent bloodshed. 

Tbe. statement, issued at 
the end of aregular sesaon of 
the House, also called on tbe 
Palestinians to resort to dia- 
logue to resolve disputes. 

At the outset of tbe ses- 
sion, many deputies took foe 
floor calling for sudi astate- 
ment to be issued following 
Friday's inter-Palestinian vio- 
lence in tbe Gaza Strip. 

at tbe session, 
attended ^ Actina Prime 
hfimster Tbouqan Hindawi 
and cabinet members, the de- 
puties expressed regret over 
foe bloody inddents and 
urged tbe Palestinians to 
direct their efforts tonmrds 
reconstnicting foeir country 
and to contmn the crisis. 

In its regular buriness of 
foe day. tbe House listened 
to a reply by Industry and 
Trade Minister Rima Khalaf 


to a query by Deputy Bader 
A1 Riyati alront the fate of 
the Jordan Glass Industries 
Cranpany. 

.Ute minister said that foe 
company’s plant near Maan 
suspended its oper a tions' last 
December penfong- mamte- 
nanoe of hs kiln which was 
malfiinction'mg. 

She said that tbe govern- 
ment had dedded to ttdee 
measures to revive tbe plant’s 
operations and maintenance 
of the i^, replacement of 
old equipment and installa- 
tion or new production, lines. 

She said studies .would be 
conducted on marketing foe 
production and JD IW.OOO 
had been allocated for foe 
study and a special commit- 
tee had been formed to su- 
perrise h. 

The company’s workers 
wifl continue to receive foeir 
monthly pay des^xte foe sus- 
pensioa of work. Dr. Khalaf 
cold foe Hoose. . 

leister of Water and 
Irrigation Saleh Ifsbeidat re- 


plied to a question by Deputy 
named Abu Jamus concern- 
ing the water distriburibn 
programmes in tbe eastern 
districts of Amman. 

The minister said studies 
and plans had been prepared 
and a tender would soon be 
announced for foe, installar 
tion of a new water network 
for tbe eastern fostricts. He 
said that foe Water Authority 
of Jordan (WA^ was keen 
on ensuring continued service 
to all po]^tion . settlements 
and dkricts. 

In reply to a query by. 
Deputy Bassam Haddadin- 
about the work of foe admi- 
nistrative audit and insp^. 
tion bureau, the House- Us- 
tened to a statement by 
Prime hfinister Abdul Salam. 
Majali read out his behalf. 
Tbe statement gave details 
about violations of rules and 
regulations by /gdxerniM 
departments cureovered and. 
reeled by the bureau. 

(qoBaBued .aB.vegp:^ . 
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Arafat 


urges 


unity 


(Continued frmn page 1) 


it would seek revenge for the 
bloodshed against Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, its “true enemy,” who 
ordered the crackdown on 
Islamic militants. 

Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
have also vowed to redirect 
their anger at Israeli soldiers 
and settlers. 

Taking the threats serious- 
ly. Mr. Rabin ordered extra 
troops rushed to the Gaza 
Strip to protect Jewish settle- 
ments and to the West Bank 
to prevent violence. 

■ There were angry state- 
ments by leaders of both the 
PLO and Islamic fun- 
damentalists of the Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad groups. But 
only isolated outbre^ of 
violence occurred as a shaky, 
truce held on the ground. 

Nabil Shaadi, the' PLO's 
top peace negotiator, said 
Friday's rioting was the out- 
growth of anger over Mr. 
Rabin's harming of Palesti- 
nians from jobs in Israel and 
the intemationai donors foi- 
lure to make. good on aid 
pledges. 

‘This Palestinian land has 
been under nege and colleo 
tive punishments by the 
Israelis for weeks, preventing 
our workers from attending 
their jobs, preventing our 
products from being ex- 



Isradl soldiers guard arrested 
Jerusalem Saturday 


Palestinians after heavy clashes enipted in East 


ported, preventing our fisher- 
men from going- to sea, and 
this has result^ in a catas- 
trophe” he told reporters. 

“The donors have given us 
nothing but a trickle.” 

Israel imposed the closure 
on Gaza after a wave of 
suicide bombings and other 
attacks by IsUmic militants 
that claimed 30 Israeli lives in 
the past two months. Mr. 
Rabin has warned that 
Palestinian elections and the 
expansion of autonomy 
would depend on whether 


violence continued. 

Dr. Shaath said every 
effort would be made to pre- 
serve the peace process, but 
Arafat’s ability to press 
ahead could be seriously 
damaged because Islamic 
leaders made clear that they 
would mount attacks on 
Israeli targets. 

‘The Islamic forces don't 
want to make a struggle 
against the (PLO) author- 
ities, but they want to wage a 
big battle against the Israeli 
soldiers,'’ Sheikh AJbdullah 


Shami, 38, leader of the Isla- 
mic Jihad, who is wanted by 
both PLO and Israeli author- 
ities. 


Asked if pushing ahead 
with attacks on Israel would 
heat up tiie conflict with tiie 
PLO, he told the Associated 
Press: “You ask the Pal^- 
nian authority this question. 


Qur strategy was and will be 
to attack the Israelis, and we 
are not responsible if (FLO 
leaders) put chains around 
their own necks.” 


Alarm bells ring for Arafat 


By Magida El Batsh 

Agence France Presse 


GAZA CITY — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat has been 
left dangerously exposed by 
Friday's bloodshed in Gaza, 
facing a threat from Islamic 
militants, economic disaster 
and pressure from Israel 
alike. 

Two thousand fun- 
damentalists marched 
throu^ the streets of Gaza 
on Saturday chanting: “Ara- 
fat, lake your ministers and 
go. 

They ripped posters of Mr. 
Arafat from walls in the de- 
monstration called by the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment Hamas. 

In contrast, a far .smaller 
crowd turned up outside Mr. 
Arafat's Gaza headquarters 
in response to a call by his 
Fateh faction to demonstrate 
their loyally to the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

Since he arrived in the 
autonomous Strip in July, 
Mr. Arafat has failed to make 


much headway in the three 
challenges faemg his autbor- 

There has been no anaoge- 
ment so far between tiie 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) and Islamic fun- 
damentalist groups. Interna- 
tional aid has arrived at a 
trickle, while negotiations 
with Israel on extending 
autonomy have been de- 
layed. 

The tension erup^ 
into violence Friday, leaving 
15 Palestinians dead and ^ 
wounded in clashes between 
Hamas supporters and the 
police, has been rising fbr 
weeks. 

Hamas and Islamic Jihad, 
which both oppose Palesti- 
nian self-rule, are benefiting 
from the people's increasing 
disfllnsionment and frustra- 


“Three-^uaners of the 
population live below the 
poverty fine in the Gaza 
Strip,” said Hazem Sarraj, of 
the Islamic Aid Committee. 

In the dty, the walls tell 
the people's story. 


capable of competing with 
the Palestinian National Au- 
thority, is now looking to win 
back the power it wielded in 
Palestinian sodety under 
Israeli military occupation. 


They were repainted in 
white to wipe out anti-lsFaeli 
slogans when the PLO chief 
amved. Now they are co- 
vered in anti-Ar^t slogans. 

“<jo back to vriiere you 
came from,'' is written on 
one wall. “Revenge, we wili 
not forgive you,” and “Ar- 
afat, you are an American 
agent,” can" be read, on 
others’. 


The group wants to tap 
into power at the level of 
manidpal authorities, though 
it wili not discuss taking part 
in the administration of self- 
rule as Mr. Arafat has prop- 
osed. 

The United States, in a fine 
also taken Egypt, said the 
Gaza battles signalled the ur- 
gent need to rele^ the forids 
hedged' to Palestinim self- 
rule. 


tion. 

Six months after the launch 
of self-rule, the hoped-for 
economic reviva] has &'led to 
materialise, Israeli settle- 
ments and soldiers are still in 
Gaza, and Palestinians find it 
more and more difficult to 
travel into Israel for work. 


The mood is equally 
aggressive on Fateh's side. 
“If the Islamists want to push 
things to the fimit, so vrill 
we,” said Toufiq Abu Kbus- 
sa, a Fateh official. “We have 
had enough of double- 
dealers.” 


Meanwhile, Islamic attacks 
on Israeli tarots in the self- 
rule areas are meeting with 
widespread support from 
Palestinians. 

Hamas, the only group 


Until now the international 
(XMnmunity has handed over 
only SKX) million, despite 
pledging several biliion dol- 
lars to help establish self-rule 
after Israel and the PLO 
signed the declaration of 
principles on autonomy in 
1993. 

Nabii Shaath, minister for 
International cooperation, 
said the PLO received 1() 
times more aid before it 
made peace with Israel. 


Palestinians disillusioned with police 


By Said Gbazali 
The Assetdared Press 


SHATI REFUGEE CAMP 
— Palestinian policeman 
Musa Abu Sultan does not 
like to talk about his job. Too 
many of his neighbours have 
become disillusioned with the 
security forces once cele- 
brated as liberators. 

On Saturday. Abu Sultan 
wore a traditional robe and 
checkered black-and-white 
headdress rather than his 
blue unifonn as he accepted 
condolences for his 33-year- 
old nephew. Majdi. 

Majdi was killed Friday in 
clashes between police and 
Muslim worshippers that left 
1? people dead and more 
than 200 wounded. Ii was the 
worst violence since Palesti- 
nian autonomy began in 
May. 

“It is very painful.” said 
Abu Sultan. “My nephew 


was not killed by a Jew. but 
by a Palestinian policeman." 

Abu Sultan, who works in 
Gaza City’s central jail, said 
his colleagues bungled the 
job. “They could have used 
rubber bullets, tear-gas and 
water cannon. ) just don't 
understand why they did it,” 
he said. 


“Hie police for the first 
months (were) so welcomed 
and protected by the people 
that there was absolutely no 
indication that the police 
would ever (confront) the 
people,” he said. 


-Nabil Shaath, a planning 
minister, in Yasser Arafat's 
self-rule government, said 
police officers were not pre- 
pared for the stone-throwing 
protests that erupted after 
Friday noon prayers. 

“It is obvious that the 
police was not and is not 
equipped to handle riots,” 
Dr. Shaath told reporters 
Saturday. 

He acknowledged a decline 
in the popularity of the 
10.000 policemen who are the 
backbone of Mr. Arafat's 


government. 


In May. when Israeli 
troops pulled out of Gaza and 
Mr. Altai's forces moved in. 
Thousands of people lined 
the streets of the Gaza Strip, 
cheering the former guerrilla 
fighters as liberators. 

In the weeks of euphoria 
over the end of Israeli 
occupation, ordinary Palesti- 
nians invited policemen into 
their homes for dinner or 
gave them rides in their cars. 
Gasoline station owners filled 
police cars for free. 

But as Mr. Arafat’s gov- 
ernment failed to meet ex- 
pectations of jobs and 
prosperity, his policemen — 
the most visible symbols of 


his rule — bore the brunt of 
Palestinian's frustration. 

“TTiey did not keep their 
promises and that is why peo- 
ple are treating them (police) 
as they treated Israeli sol- 
diers,-' said Mahmoud 
Baroud, a Gaza City teacher. 

Added Khalil Masri. a 50- 
year-old barber from Shati: 
“I am veiy angry. My heart is 
bleedings No one expected 
such a massacre from our 
own police.” 

The Muslim militant group 
Hamas. Mr. Arafat's main 
opposition, was quick to 
make political capital out of 
the violence. 


Ribhi Rantisi, a Hamas 
mosque preacher addressing 
a crowd of about 30 at veget- 
able market, labelled the 
policemen as outcasts. 

“We look at them as dis- 
graced people. They are not 
pan of us,” he said. 


Algiers slams Rome meeting on Algeria 


■ALGIERS (AFP) — The 
Algerian gov e r nm ent Stur- 
day roundly criticised an un- 
precedented conference in 
Rome next week which aims 
to get some 30 Algerian 
opposition leaders to sit 
down and talk to senior fiui- 
damentaliAs. 

Organised by Italy’s San- 
t'Egidio community, a lay 
group created to help medi- 
ate in Third World conflicts, 
the two-day meeting starting 
Monday comes amid an up- 
surge in dashes that have 
been pitting Musfim militants 
against Algeria's secular 
military-backed authorities- 
for nearly three years. 

' The Algerian Foreign 
Mmistry smd Satur^y iliac 
Algeria’s ambassador in 
Rome had told Sant'Egjdio 
that the conference was “in- 
opportune and ambiguous.” 

“A solution to /Ugeria's 
internal problems can only be 
found in Algem by Alge- 
rians,” the ministcy state- 
ment said. 

“Discussions on this prob- 
lems cannot be transferred 
elsewhere. The Algerian gov- 
ernment has never asked for 
foreign mediation, and neith- 
er (foes it tolerate any in- 
terference in foe manage- 
ment of its intenial afEairs.” 

Sant’Egidio has set modest 
ambitions for the talks. Com- 
inunity spokesman 
Mario Marazriti said they 
were designed to establish 
preliminary contact between 
the two sides with a view fo 
foe still “remote prospect” of 
“real negotiations.” 

Al^eis authorites have not 
acknowledged their invita- 
tion, while leaders of foe 


Sudan, Libya 
aim to revive 


merger pact 


CAIRO (R) — Sudan and 
Dbya, neighbours both fac- 
ing international isolation, 
aim to revive a largely unim- 
plemented four-year-old in- 
tegration pact, a leading 
Sudanese Islamist was quoted 
as saying on Sunday. 

The Saudi-owned A1 Hayat 
newspaper reported that 
Hassan AI Toorabi, who met 
Libyan leader Muammar- 
Qadhaf! last week in foe Li- 
byan aty of Tobruk, said that 
fU'e laite “strengthened- my 
relations with Qadhafi after a 
long break.” 

“We hop^ to implement 
the apparatus for integration 
and (hope) chat foe two coun- 
tries can benefit from their 
shared border to ease the 
embargo imposed on them 
both.” 

The United Nations has 
imposed a ban on all flights to 
or Libya, as well as 
limited sanctions which pre- 
vent it from buying some oil 
industry equipment. 

Sudan suffered a sharp cut. 
in foreign aid. 

Sudanese President Omar 
AI Bashir, who seized power 
in 1989, signed a pact with 
Colonel Qadhafi a year later 
envisa^ng a complete merger 
of their neighbemring coun- 
tries by 1994. Aside from 
trade cooperation under 
which Libya supplied Sudan 
with oil, little other progress 
was made. 


Dr. Tourabi, .secretary- 
general of the Khartoum- 
based Popular Arab and Isla- 
mic Council, said he discus- 
sed “problems of Islamic 
movements in Libya and 
North Africa” with the Li- 
byan leader. 

AI Hayat said General 
Bashir, Col.. Qadhafi and 
Yemeni leader Ali Abdullah 
Saleh were expet^d to hold a 
summit meeting in Khartoum 
next month during celebra- 
tions for Sudan's 39 inde- 
pendence anniversary. 


Islamic Salvation Fronnt 
(nS) in exile appeared di- 
vided over its value. 

The outlawed FIS has been 
spearheading a guerrilla cam- 
paign against the government 
since the army stepped in to 
cancel Januaiy 19W second- 
round elections that the 
Front was poised to win. 

More than 10,000 people 
have died in the ensuing vio- 
lence. 

Last month the govern- 
ment held talks with political 
parties and urged foe FIS to 
join in. 

There were separate con- 
tacts between the govern^ 
meat and FIS leaders Abassi 
Madani and Ali Belhadj, who 
ate under bouse arrest in 
Algeria, but President 
Liamine Zeroual declared 
the talks a failure and ac- 
cused them of continuing to 
incite violence. 

Sant’Egidio said FIS 
leadeis-in-e^ Anwar Had- 
riam and Rabah KebiT were 
scheduled to attend the 
Rome talks, and that people 
close to the government 
would also take part. 

But in Paris Saturday 
another FIS leader-in-exile. 
Sheikh Abdul Bald Sahraoui, 
said that “no FIS leader has 
been granted a mandate to 
represent (the oiganisation) 
or speak in its name.” 

“The meeting does not 
constitute a framework in 
which the grave crisis afrect- 
ing our country should be 
discussed,” he added. 

“Although praiseworthy, 
this initiative does not in- 
corporate in ali respects tiie 
true protagonists of the Alge- 
rian drama,” namely repre-^ 



Lamine 


sencatives of foe security 
forces and the Islamic Salva- 
tion Army, the FlS’s military 
.wing. 

- w\y bilateral talks be- 
'tween foe FIS and the gov- 
ernment could open the way 
to a political solution to foe 
conflict, Mr. Sahraoui seres- 
scd. 

Sant’Egidio also 
annbimokl the partidpation 
of former President Ahmad 
Ben ^Ila, foe leaders of foe 
National Liberation Front 
(FLN) and t he F ront of 
Sodafist Forces (FFS), Abdul 
Hamid Mehri and Hodne Ait 
Ahmad, and senior figures 
from Algeria's religious, hu- 
man rights and higher educa- 
tion communities. ' 

The FLN and FFS both 
oppose Mr. Zeroual's 
strategy of armed confronta- 
tion wifo ’the militants. 

They and foe FIS were 


Helms 


m 


WASHINGTQN (AFP) — 
Conservative Republican 
Senator Jesse Helms, slated 
to take over the Senate Fore- 
ign Relations Committee, 
said Saturday he was opposed 
to sending U.S. military 
observers to support a Mid- 
dle East peace. 

“This umote peace process 
over there is a fraud, and 
you’d better l(xik carefully at 
what’s going on,” Mr. Helms 
told CNN Television.- 

“Syria doesn't want peace. 

■■-Hiey .want the Golan 
Heights. They want access to 
the pocketbooks of the 
American taxpayers,” added 
the senator from North Caro- 
lina. 

Mr. Helms said he would 
vote against any administra- 


tion efibrt to deploy U.S. 
trooDS as oart of a oeacc 


troops as part of a peace 
agreement between Israel 
and Syria. 

Mr. Helms is likely foe new 
chairman of the influential 
committee when the Senate 
convenes in January. Recent 
elections swept the Demo- 
crats from control of both the 
Senate and foe House of 
Representatives. 

The Republicans will now 
have broad powers to deter- 
mine U.S. policy at home and 
abroad, even though Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, a Demo- 
crat, still controls the White . 
House. 

a 

Mr. Helms said he is also 
“totally opposed” to, any 
plans to send U.S. ^d to 
Bosnia to train an army 
there. 

“Scxrner or later we're 
going to get down to common 
sense and realise that we 
can't solve disputes with 
money and the blood of our 
praple by interfering with 


thinffi that have been going 
on for thousands of vears.” 


on for thousands of years,” 
he said. 

Mr. Helms has oome out in 
favour of reducing U.S. fore- 
ign aid overall and possibly 
eliminating the U.S. Agency 
for International Develop- 


>ment and the Arms Control 
Agency. 

U.S.' troops should be im- 
mediately brought home 
from Haiti, said Mr. Helms. 
“They ought never to have 
been sent in there in the first 
place,” he said. 

He said China should be 
excluded from intemationai 
free trade agreements that 
Asia Pacific Economic Coop- 
eration nations are plaiming 
. and Russia, should use its 
mineral resources to guaran- 
tee aid it -receives from the 
West. 

Mr. Helms also lashed out 
at Mr. Clinton as commander 
in chief of the U.S. armed 
forces, saying he is not up to 
foe job. 

Mr. Helms did. however, 
consider Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher “a de- 
cent man” and said, “I think 
there'll be more agreement 
you might imagine between 
Warren Christopher and 
me« 

Mr. Helms said he will 
oppo^ foe Law of the Sea 
and biodiversity treaties, two 
major intemationai environ- 
mental and economic agree- 
ments that require Senate 
ratification. 

The ultra-conservative 
senator. 73, said that he 
wants to slow congressional 
review of the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade, a 
world trade pact. Mr. Clinton 
asked the out-going Congress 
to return to the Capitol for a 
rare session to Approve thci 
agreement which is slated to 
take effect in January 1995. 

Some Republicans have 
spoken about the holding off on 
passing the agreement until 
foe new Congress convenes. 
Mr. Helms said he favours 
pushing hearings back to late 
January. 

“What in the world is 
wrong with delaying some- 
thing that not two per cent of 
the American people know 
one thing in the world ab- 
out?" Mr. Helms said. 
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Algeria's foree leading poli- 
tical movements wbra the 
electoral process was inter- 
rupted. 

“What we will tell the FlS 
is that we do not believe in 
violence as a tneaiis of solving 
political problems,” said Mr. 
Mehri. 

“We have not come here to 
open a dialogue wifo Alge- 
rian partners or with the gov- 
ernment. The central issues 
must be dealt wifo in Algeria 
among Algerians.” 

Earlier this month, Mr. 
Zeroual promised presideo- 
tial elections would be held 
by the end of next year but 
also pledged to continue foe 
government programme to 
“eradicate” Muslim fun- 
damentalists. 

According to unoffirial fi- 
gures, the conflict has 
claimed the lives_ of 195 
armed fundamentalists since 
the' start of November while, 
in 'a statement issued iu 
Bonn, the FIS accused secur- 
ity forces of killing a 
thousand people between 
November 1 and 9. 

Facing outrage by the 
military-backed regime. 
Algeria's Catholic hierarchy 
distanced itself from the talks 
in Rome. 

Cardinal Etienne Duval 
Algiers stated in a coi^uni- 
que that the Sant’Egidio reli- 
gioos community’s actions 
did not implicate Roman 
Catholic officialdmn. 

■Ihc ns accused the Alge^ 
rian security forces on 
Wednesday of torturing and 
Idlfing more than 1,(X)0 
pie and dumiung the boefies 
on foe streets in foe first nine 
days of this month. 


Students in 
Iran protest 
Gaza clash 


TIEHRAN (R) — Angry sfo- 
dents shouting “Down with 
Israel” protested outside the 
Palestinian diplomatic mis- 
sion in Tehran on Sunday 
against the killing on Friday 
of 15 Gazans by Palestinian' 
police, foe Iran news agency 
IRNA said. 

It said the hundreds of 
demonstrators also shouted 
“Arafat, a. tool in the hands 
,of Zionists” during, foe pro- 
test, referring to Yasser Ar^ 
fat. 

In a statement they called 
for foe closure of the mission 
and police arrested some stu- 
dents after they broke into 
foe building, the agency said. 

“They said Arafat's hands 
were stained with the bloods 
of Gaza worshippers and foa^ 
his colleagues foould no lon- 
ger be allowed to continiie 
foeir activities here,” it said. 

lading Iranian hardliner 
Ali Akbar Mohtashami, m an 
interview published on &in- 
day. called on Muslims to 
avenge the killing by target- 
ing U.S. President Bill (Sin- 
ton and Israeli leadeis. 


Prote^ in Syria 


Several thousand Palesti- 
nian refugees staged a protest 
in Damtiscus Sunday a gains t 
Arafat for the blotxlshed 
in Gaza Gty, a l^lestinian 
group said. 

Demonstrators at the Yar- 
mouk camp on foe soutbeni 
outskirts of Damascus 
chanted and-Arafat slogans, 
said an official of foe Demo- 
c^tic Front for foe Libera- 
tion of Palestine. 

They accused Mr. Arafot 
of “carrying out Israeli orders 
leading to a Palestinian civil 
war,” and demanded that 
those responsible for the vio- 
lence be brou^t to trial, he^ 
said. ^ 

The official said all foe 
Palestinian refugee camps in 
Syria staged a protest strike 
on Sunday. 
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House judiciary committee ] I King confers medal on Qatari minister 



debates temporary JPA law 

Association seeks to eliminate loopholes 


Qatar sign information 


^jedalto the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A temporary 
law enacted by the govern- 
ment in 1983 governing ±e 
Jordan Press Association 
(JPA) was handed to dw 
Jndkiaiy Committee of the 
Lower House of Par^- 
meat for debate Sunday. 

The law, as issued in 
1983, established regula- 
tions governing the jonr- 
naiists’ onioa, but is ambi- 
gnons in its wording and is 
no longer congruent with 
Jordan’s recent political 
and economic develop- 
ments, said Suleiman 
Qndah, JPA presidmit and 
editOT-fo-chief of A1 Ra’i 
daily newspaper. 

Ihe JPA intends to sab- 
mit several proposals later 
this week that it b(^>es will 
be incoiporated into the 
law, eliminating the numer- 
ous loopholes that confuse 
its interpretation ^ im- 
plementation, said Mr. 
Qudah. 

*‘Our propo^ to (the 
committee) include an 
amendment of the law re- 
garding membership, 
financial resonrces and rep- 
resentation on the JPA 
board," Mr. Qndah said. 

Under current JPA law, 
minimum eligibility re- 
quirements for JPA ihem- 
beisiup have been difficult 
for a si^antial number of 
journalists to meet. The 
law states that a joomalist 
most have at least a secon- 
dary education and must 
have at least three years 
training at a JPA- 
reoognised newspaper to be 




• 




* 



SiUeiiiian Oodali 
a member. 

However, said Mr. 
Qudah, **As we know, this 
is not tbe case with some 
jonmalists who bad been 
working long befine this 
law was enamed. Or what 
were we to do with journal- 
ists who had been working 
abroad for years or re- 
ceived training somewhere 
else? T1»e law says they 
most have this traming — 
but they are profesaonals 
already. The 1^ should be 
more flexible for us to deal 
with these problems." 

N^ew laws such as the 
1993 Press and Publications 
Law and the Political Par- 
ties Law should also be 
factors influencing tbe JPA 
law, which currently pro- 
hibits member^p of jour- 
nalists affiliate! with poli- 
tiod party p^rs. 

The committee last week 
nude its first reading of the 
existing JPA law and was 
briefed by the director of 
Press and Publications, tbe 
undersecretary of the 
Kfinistry of Information 
and concerned JPA offi- 


cials, accordhig to oommit- 
tee member, Islamic Ac- 
tion Front Deputy Ibrahim 
Zeid Knani. 

One of tbe most conten- 
tious issues in the JPA law 
. — representation on the 
JPA counefl — will also be 
addressed in the list of 
proposal. 

The nine-member coun- 
cil today conasts of three 
jouinaliks, three newspap- 
er owners and three Jordw 
News Agency, Petra, staff. 
The JPA is proposfog'tiiat 
council members be elected 
directly from the JPA 
general assembly without 
regard to their positions in 
the profession. 

Mr. Kilani said that 
although the committee de- 
feired debate of proj^ 
osed law until next week, it 
did however debate the 
composition of tiie JPA. 

He said that the induaon 
of Petra staff in the assoda- 
tion contradicts a recent 
ruling by the Hig^ Com- 
misaon on Constitutional 
Law establishing that 
teachers, as dvfl servants, 
cannot unionise. 

Mr. ^dah expects that- 
the JPA will {^^nt their 
amendment proposals to 
tbe committee within the 
next two weeks and ex- 
pressed his confided that 
the Judiciary Committee 
would support most if not 
all OTOpo^ amendments. 

'‘This committee is very 
liberal, modi more than 
the last committee,” he 
said. ‘'They are very uixler- 
standing of our problems.'* 


British Council chief reviews 
cooperation with RSS officials 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Erector 
of the British Counefl' in Am- 
man David Burton Sunday 
visited the Royal Sdentific 
‘■^odety"(RS|^‘‘^d discussed 
‘ the project' of iomt under- ; 
~'ta^^' Vice Preo- . 

dent Said Alloush and sevdHal ' 
senior offidals, according to 
an RSS spokesperson. 

The discussions, said tbe 
spokesperson, focused on 
means to develop raentific 
and technical cooperation be- 
tween Jordan and tbe United 
Kingdom through dose coop- 
eration between RSS and trc 
British Council. 

Dr. Alloush briefed the 
guest on RSS objectives and 
duties in the sooe^s capao 
ity as a national institution 
for researdi and industrial 
services. 

He also noted that RSS 
activities are ooncentrated in 


three major fields, namely 
sdentific and tedinologic^ 
research and development: 
providing technical oonsulta- 
^tiohahd S^V^i'and tirmnihg. 

Dri Atfo(®h,tseJtobmed the 


Counefl, according to an R^ 
Statement. 

Tbe statement said Dr. 
Barton e3q>rcssed his plea- 
sure at visiting the RSS and 
underlined his coundl’s desire 
to cement bilateral relations 
which be added reflect the 
strone relations that have 
linked Jordan and tbe United 
Kingdom throughout the 
years. 

He also presented a brief- 
ing on the structnral dianges 
that tile British Council en- 
deavours to achieve and re- 
ferred to the importance of 


the principle of shared in- 
terests in any of the projects 
which RSS and the British 
Counefl would jointly under- 
take. " ■ : ■ 

'.'Dr. - Burton^'-stresshd that 
one>of tbe British Count’s 
objectives is to reactivate md 
fadlitate contacts with the 
British institutions that share 
tile same fields of interest. 

He also underlined the 
British government’s concern 
in advancing sdentific coop- 
eration in various fields, said 
the statement. 

During the meeting, the 
directors of RSS centres dis- 
cussed sdentific cooperation 
between RSS and corres- 
ponding British institutions in 
the fiel& of environment, re- 
newable energy, computer, 
testing of foodstuff, as well as 
accre&ation of laboratories. 


AMMAN (Petra) — ffis 
Majesty King Hussein Sun- 
day conferred on visiting 
Qatari Mini^r of Informa- 
tion and ^Itnre Hamad 
Abdul Aziz Kuwari tbe 
Jordanian A1 Kawkab Medal 
of the First Order in reco^- 
tion of his distinguished 
efforts to promote Qatari- 
Jordanian cooperation in the 
fields of information and cul- 
ture. 

The medal was presented 
to Dr. Kuwari by Informa- 
tion Miaister Jaw^ A1 Anani 
following a ceremony for tbe 
signing of an executive prog- 
ramme to implement a 
Jordanian-Qatari agreement 
on information cooperation. 

Dr. Anani later presented 
Royal medals to the other 
members of the visiting 
Qatari delegation accom- 
panying Dr. Kuwari. 

The Qatari minister voiced 
his appreciation for tiie Royal 
honour, emphasising tbe 
strong ties b^ween the two 
countries. 

Dr. Anani and Dr. Kuwari 
bad earlier rigned tbe execu- 
tive programme at the Jordan 
Radio and Television Cor- 
poration head office in the 
presence of the Qatari de- 
legation and senior infoima- 
tion ministry offidals. 

Under tiie terms of the 
programme the two sides 
agr^ to the following 

1- In radio and television, 
they agree to exchange 
documentary and news mate- 
rials, visits by concerned ofli- 


Ministry 
to reconsider 
laws on 
tourism 

AMMAN (Petra)^ — Nfinister 
of State and Acmg Nfinister 
of Tourism Abdullah Jazi 
Sunday said the government 
was reconsidering all laws 
and legation pertaining to 
tte tourism industry witii a 
riew to amending them to 
meet current and future 
nee^ of tourism develop- 

• mm ♦ ♦ • 

Speaimig at a'tri'eeting in 
his office with tour and 
travel agency representatives 
in tbe I^gdom, Dr. Jazi said 
minis^s various depart- 
ments would cooperate fully 
wilh these private sector 
agents to help stimulate tbe 
country’s tourism industry. 

In reviewing obstades and 
difficulties cnnently before 
tourism promammes, the 
minister said tiie government 
was determined to give tbe 
private sector a greater role 
in the impiementadon of 
national tourist programmes 
which would contribute to 
strengtbenii^ tbe economy. 


dais and foIkkHe songs. Tb^ 
also agree' to coop^te in 
training cadres in informa- 
tion, and in tins Jor- 

dan expresxd readiness to 
offer expertise to Qatar, in- 
dnding organising training 
courses in television and 
radio-related fields, llie two 
sides agree to cooperate in 
covering important sports 
events held in either country 
and will encourage joint 
radio and television produc- 
tions and launch cooperation 
between the Jordaman and 
Qatari satellite channels. 

2r In matten concerning 
the national news agendas of 
Qatar and Jordan, the two 
sides agreed to promote 
cooperation in implementa- 
tion of an agreement , signed 
last Jane. They ^lee on ex- 
changing publications and in- 
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formations panifrfttets, issued 
by eiffier sine, partidpa^g 
in book exhibitions organised 


InfornialioB Minfeter Jawad A1 Aamd and his 
Qatari counterpart Hamad Abdul Adz 


Kuwari on Sunday sign a oNqientioo accord 
(Petra photo) 


in Qatar or Jordan, exchang- 
ing copies of laws and legisla- 
tion issued in either conntiy 
dealing with the copyrights 
on anistic, literaiy and cultu- 
ral works, and fti facilitating 
tbe missimi of joiimalist de- 
lations viriting fiom either 
ride. 

According to Dr. Kuwari, 
his visit to Jordan achieved its 
objectives. 

ha part. Dr. Anam sauf die 
agreement has brought new 
life to its old predec^sor and 
it is hoped that the two sides 
would utilise the ex^tive 
programme in tbe in- 


terest of the two countries 
which could embark on joint 
television and radSo produc- 
tions. 

Dr. Kgwari extended an 
invitation to Dr. Anani to 
visit Qamr. 

Earlier Sunday, Dr. 
Kuwari had said his country 
was interested in deepening 
cultnral ties with Jord^ and 
was prepared to re^e a 1972 
agreCTent with the Kingdom 
that exphed in 198S, 

At a meeting with Minister 
of Culture Juma’a Hammad 
and senior mrnistry offidals, 
the two rides exanuned a set 
of Jordanian propmals to en- 
hance cooperation in cultural 


arenas. 

The proposals indnded the 
exchange of books and other 
publications, visits by writers 
and lectnrers, visits by folk- 
lore troupes and tbe orga- 
nisation of festivals in each 
other’s countries to introduce 
dtizens to the art and culture 
of the other. 

Other afreets of tbe prop- 
osals concern bolding art ex- 
hibitions, excfaangmg ,virits 
by officials to national 
archives and documeatation 
centres, and participating in 
oonferenoes and seminars on 
coltuTB in each other’s coun- 
tries: 

Mr. Hammad and Dr. 


Knwari each said that tiieir 
countries soneht to upgrade 
the level of cultural ex- 
changes between them and 
enhance brotherly ties be- 
tween their peoples. 

Mr. Hammad briefed the 
Qatari minister on the ^£n- 
stcy of Cultore's programmes 
and activities. 

After die meeting, the two 
ministers met with Deputy 
Prime Minister Thouqan 
Ifindawi at his office, wliere 
Dr. Kuwari expressed his 
satisfaction with the progress 
of cultnral and informational 
relations between Qatar and 
the Kingdom. 


Four local firms to conduct JD 16m 
Salt area water distribution project 


AMMAN (Tetra) — The 
Ministry of water and Irriga- 
tion his contracted four Ic^ 
firms to install water pump- 
ing stations and water towers 
at 10 di^rent locations in 
Salt. 

According to Water Au- 
thority of Jordan (WAJ) 
Secretary Genera! Qusay 
Qteisbat, who s^ed the con- 
tracts Simday, the JD 16 mfl-. 
Hon projea start. by mid- 

Decemter and be completed 
by mid-1997. 

The project, financed 
through a loan firom the 
EuiOTCan Investment Bank 
as well as allocations from the 
WAJ budget, includes the 
laying of water pipelines in 
the dty and its surroundings, 
Mr. Qteisbat said. 

He said tbe WAJ found it 
necessary to proceed with 
tliis project in an effort to 
reduce the water pressure on 
the existing water network 
resulting from the obstacle of 
Salt's mountainous terrain. 

Mr. (Qteisbat said tbe WAJ 
estimates that nearly 75 per 
cent of the water distriboted 


through tbe existing network 
is lost b^suise of administra- 
tive and rflchnieal reasons. 

Meanwhile, the Mmistry of 
Water and Irrigation Sunday 
announced that it would be 
conducting a r^onal confer- 
ence on water conservation in 
fanning, in cooperation with 
titeUniverrity of Jordan and 
tbe European Union (EU). 

'Hte three-djsyjd^eirat^, ■ 
wfaid b^ns tc^y, will di^ ' 
cuss water and inig^on poll- . 
desin the Arab region, water 
plans and uses in Jordan, 
management of water re- 
sources, water conservation ' 
methods drip irrigation 
methods, waste water recyd- 
ing and other relevant issoes, 
according to a ministry state- 
ment. 

* 

It said the meeting will be 
attended by representatives 
from Jordan, six Arab and 
seven foreign countries, in 
addition to concerned inter- 
national oiganisatioiis. 

The meeting is to convene 
at tbe MSinstry of Water and 
Irrigation. 
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in Salt 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


nuw 

"it Fthn On Frendi) entitled'^ JogeEtL’Assasrin” at the 
FreniA Cultural Centre at 8:M p.m. 

ir FBm entitled **Gredr to Gothic** (with oommentary in 
Ara^ by Khaled Khreis) at Darat AI Fnnnn at 5:30 

Pallia 

NOVEL RECITAL 

'it Novel recital by N^miyd] Hikniat at the Plioeidz 
Gallery for Cnttnre and Art at 6:00 p.in. 


it Ceramics exhibitkni by Mahir Samarrai at Alia Art 
Gallery. 

it Ceramics exhibition by Nqjwa Annab at the Orfali Art 
Galtey. 

ir Ceramics erinbitioo by Sa*U AI ’Ani at tbe Phoenix 
Gallery for Culture aim Art. Also sbowta^ a printings 

eriribitiod by Hnsiii Aba Karim. 

ir ExhaAkni on bninan international law entitled **Draw- 
iagfi from Aim> Calligraphy** at the Royal Cultural 
CoMra. Also showing an exhibition of wooden products 
by AtaDah Zabaneh. 

"A- First Exhibition of Jordanian E^ngineeriiig and Electric 
Products at the Amman Internatimial ErinbitioD haD, 
Mari AI Hamaw. 



ta Oem 


OMAR .M. LRnOUF M.D , Ph.D 

iThoracic & Cardiovascular Surgeon 


• Associate professor of Surgery / Emory Uni- 
versity - School of Medicine - Atlanta, Georgia 
USA. 

• Ex-Chief, Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery - 
Georgia Baptist Hospital, Atlanta, Georgia 

• Fellow American College of Surgeons. 

• Diplomat in JARVIK - 7 Mechanical Heart Trans- 
plantation / University of Utah . 

• Diplomat American Board of Thoracic Surgery. 

• Diplomat American Board of Surgery, 

• Diplomat International Society of Heart & Lung 

Transplantation 

Announces tbe Opening of bis Clinic in 

Jabal Amman, opposite the Hotel Inter. 

Continental Jordan, near the Algerian 
Embassy, Tel. 612145 


ACER 486SX/33MHZ 


- Intel 486SX-33MHZ 

- VESA Local Bus Architecture 

- 4MB RAM 

- VESA LB IDE controller / SVGA Adapter 

- 260MB Hard disk / 3.5" 1 .44MB FDD 

- Windows Graphics Accelerator 

- ACER 33D SVGA .28m Color display 

- Acer PS/2 Mouse with Pad 

- Windows 3.1/ DOS 6,2 

+ 

AcerMagic SI Kit 

- Double Speed / Photo CD-ROM drive 

- Acer 16-bit Sound Card compatible with 
Sound Blaster Pro / Windows Sound Sys. 

- Stereo FM synthesizer / Analog Mixer 

- 2 X Speakers 

- Sound Pal (Volume Control) with 
External Microphone 

- 1850 JD 


THuttOlledici, Station 


ACER 486DX2-50MHZ 
- With the same above specHIcaUons 

1490 JD 
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Angolan foes sign peace pact 


LUSAKA (R) — Angola’s 
civil war foes signed an agree- 
ment Sunday to end 19 ye^ 
of fighting but diplomats said 
UNTTA leader Jonas ^vim- 
bi’s decision to dele^te sign- 
ing 'to a lower official dimi- 
< nisbed the accord. 

The agreement was signed 
by Angolan Foreign Minister 
Venancio de Moura and UN- 
ITA Secretary-General 
Eugenio Manuvakoia in tfae 
‘ Zambian capital Lusaka. 

.Peacemakers including 
U.N. chief negotiator 
' . Alioune Blondin Beye, could 
. - barely Ude their anger at Mr. 
r Savimbi for his last-minute 
* decision to spurn an Ango- 
lahd government guarantee 
of sare passage and send a 
subordinate to sign the 
. a^rd. 

'Mr. Savimbi's failure to 
show up in Lusaka, despite 
' pleas tor lum to si^ from 
world leaders including U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, was 
■ seen Angolan and other 
African officials as a snub. 


“This protocol can’t stop 
the fl^tiiw- It has no value 
because Savimbi has not 
signed it. There is a lot of 
distrust.” one -Angolan state 
negotiator said. 

A senior Zimbabwean offi- 
cial added: “This diminishes 
the whole pet^ process. 
There is no seriousness.” 

But a Zambian official told 
Reuters as ushers led diplo- 
mats and soutbem African 
leaders to seats at a lai^, 
round table in the white- 
washed Muiungushi Centre 
that the accord could still end 
Angola’s war, which has been 
foi^ht continuously since in- 
dependence from Portugal ia 
1975. 

“This is surely history in 
the making for the long-suf- 
fering Angolan people, for 
southern Africa and the 
world. HopefuUy after today 
there will be no more war, no 
more tears," the official said. 

Mr. Beye, who ne^tiated 
the accord in Zamlna over 
the past year, praised both 
Mr. Savimbi and Angolan 


President Eduardo Dos San- 
tos for their peace efforts. 

“Dos Santos put aside 
legitimate considerations 
which would have been diffi- 
cult to recondle in order to 
consolidate national recon- 
ciliation,” Mr. Beye said. 
“Savhnbi contributed in a sig- 
nificant way to the comple- 
tion of the peace process.” 

Sunday’s accord is the cli- 
max to tortuous negotiations 
to stop a war that has killed 
hundreds of thousands of 
'people, turned mfllions of 
others into refugees and 
brought the oil- and di- 
amond-rich southern African 
country to its knees. 

African beads of state led 
by Zimbabwean President 
Robert Mugabe, bead of tfae 
southern Africa’s frontline 
states charged with ending 
regional conflicts, and Zam- 
bian President Frederick Cbi- 
luba, made no statement af- 
ter meeting Saturc^y. Th^ 
bad been due to meet again 
Sunday prior to the sipiing. 

Last week's signing cere- 


Congress Party is losing support 

% 

in key Indian state, poll says 


BANGALORE, India (R) — 
Indian Prime Minister P.V. 
V Narasimha Rao’s Congress 
. Party has lost substantial sup- 
r port in the southern Karnata- 
ka state where it is fighting 
crudal assembly elections in 
the next two weeks, an opin- 
-ion poll said. 

The poll by Delhi-based 
' Current Opinion and Future 
; Trends ^OFT), made avail- 
able to Reuters Sunday, said 
the Congress would win 55 to 
60 seats in tfae 224-member 
assembly, a sharp fall from its 
~ three-fourths majority in the 
1989 elections. 

Mr. Rao needs to win in 
Karnataka and in Ms home 
state of Andhra Prade^ to. 
keep his hold on the C^n- 


gress Paz^ in Delhi. 

llie COFT poll tfae 
right-wing Ifindn Bharatiya 
Janata Pmly (BJP) which has 
never won power in any 
soutbem state, was the single 
largest party with a dianoe of 
getting to 60 to 70 seats. 

Tfae centrist Janata Dal 
with 5S-6S and the breakaway 


ter S. Bang^I^ as the 
fourth oontrader with 25-30 
seats. ^ 

Congress G^als deny that 
the state polls, including Goa 
and Sflckun wfaidi held elec- 
tions eaiiier this month were 
a referendum on Mr. Rao's 
tfaree-ye^f-old rule. 

But they admit that . defeat- 
in tfae states could slow down 


his eomomic reforms prog- 
ramme. Mr. Rao is project- 
ing tile reforms as the main 
adbievement of his rule. 

The poll said support for 
the Congress in K^nataka 
was die higfaest at 29 per cent 
followed by BJFs 24 per 
cent. 

spite of having the 
highest COFT s u pp o r t index, 
the Congress is not leading in 
maximum number of seats,” 
it said. “The electoral spread 
of votes is woitdng against 
tfae Congress whose votes are 
scattered almost uniformly. 

Several other opinion polls 
have predicted a bung assem- 
My in Karnataka where ei»> 
tions wQ! be held on Nov. 26 
and Dec. 1. 


Miss India crowned Miss World 


."sun’ CITY, South Africa 
' 1 1(AW) — Miss-Incfia, -Aish- 
; " warya Rai, 21. was crowned 
f;Mss World 1^ here late 
Saturday, and promptly burst 
• into tears. 

. . She beat 86 other oontes- 

'I '^tants in this casino resort in 
^northern South Africa to win 
the title, worth nearly half a 
million dollars in prizes, in- 
cluding S80,000 in cash. 

* -Miss South Africa, Baset- 
sahe Makgaiemele, 20, was 
placed second and Miss 
-Venezuela, Irene Ferreira Iz- 
quierdo, 18, third. 

• “I can’t believe it,” Ms. 
: Rai exclaimed when the out- 


going Miss World. Lisa Han- 
na of Jamaica, placed the 
crown on her bead. 

, “I ,don't know wfay Tm 
crying,” she added. “This is 
the happiest moment of my 
life.” 

Questioned prior to her 
victory by /one of the nine 
jury memb^, she said that, 
if she wori-1^ crown, she 
would “act Math compassion 
for the least privileged” in 
society. 

She also spoke out in 
favour of worid peace, ex- 
pre^ing sentiments Imgely 
inspired by Hinduism and 
Buddhism. 


Ms. Rai, an architecture 
student whose main hobby is 
dancing, stands 1.70 metres 
(5ft TinX tMl. .- 

She is only the second Indi- 
an to be crovoied Miss World 
«nce the contest was laun- 
ched in 1951, after Reita 
Faria in 1966. Ste was also 
judged the most photogenic 
1^ tfae photographers cover- 
ing the event. 

Makgaiemele, the first 
black woman to elecc«f Miss 
South Africa, received a rap- 
turous reception from the 
crowd at Sun City, the venue 
for the contest for the third 
year in succession. 



Video-grabbed picture frimi tfae BBC of TV first ever dnw of tfae Britisfa National Lottery, 
presenter Nod Edmunds after tfae six aninbcis ou BBC-l*s The National Lottery Live (A^ 
and the bonus nnmber were diosen for the photo) 


mouy was postponed after 
UNTTA refused to sign be- 
cause of a government milit- 
ary offensive against rebel 
stron^olds. 

UmTA’s headquarters at 
Huambo, in central Angola,' 
were overrun by government 
troops who later took over 
other rebel-controlled areas 
in the north. 

UNTTA charged that this 
was a violation of the accord, 
initialled by the two rides on 
Oct. 31, and a truce they 
declared on Nov. 15. The 
{government ssdd the war was 
not over until a ceasefire took 
effect — two days after tfae 
pact's formal rigning. 

Zambian and U.N. sources 
said tfae United Nations had 
warned the Angolan govern- 
ment to stop its ofrensive 
once the peace agreement 
was signed Sunday. 

“The U.N. has made it 
clear they wiU deal with tiie 
Angolan government firmly 
should it continue fighting 
after tomorrow's signing,” 
oue Zambian offidaJ said. 

46% of 
Norwegians 
against 
joining 
EU — poll 

OSLO (AFP) — For^sixpCT 
cent of Norwegians remain 
opposed to joining the Euro- 
pe Union (EU) just a week 
ahead of a referendum vote 
while 38 per cent are in 
fovoBT and 19 per cent unde- 
dded, aocordi^ to a poll 
published Sunday. 

The poll, carried out by 
the MMl Ir^tute and pu!^ 
lished in the daOy Dagbl^t, 
showed a foil of tiu^ per 
cent in the "no” vote com- 
pared to results of a similar 
poll Saturday, while “yes” 
voters increased by frve 
points and those undecided 
fell by two. 

Saturday’s poll involving 
1,226 people said that if one 
exclude those undedded the 
results mean that 54 per cent 
of theNorwe^ans are against 
membership and 46 per cent 
_are m.^vour. 

'Norway next Sunday will 
be the last of four apfkicant 
states to hold a refer^um 
on Joinir^ the EU. Austria, 
Finiand and Sweden axe set 
to join the EU on Jan. 1, 
1995. 

' Meanwhile Finland’s 
autonomous Aaland Islands 
were vMing Sunday in a le- 
ferendum on wbetbcr to fol- 
low their fellow Finns into 
the European Union. 

Some 18,000 voters were 
eligible to take part in the 
vote, tile results of vriiich 
were digible to take part in 
the vote, the rKUits of which 
were expected after 1930 
GMT. 

Opinion polls predicted 
that voters would vote in 
favour of joining the EU in 
liner until simile dedsipps on 
the munland and in Sweden. 

The 6,500 Aaland Islands, 
situated in tiw Baltic until a 
total population of 25,000, 
obtained permission in 
September from Finnish 
Prradnit Maitti Antisaari to 
hold their own vote Sunday, 
tiie mainland having already 
decided to back EU mem- 
bership by 56.9 per cent to 
43.1 per cent in. an Oct. 16 
referendum. 

An autonomy arrangement 
dating -from 1922 gives the 
Aalarids’ own Lagting 
Assembly the right to 
approve any treaty adopted 
by Finland which concerns 
the islands in any way. 






Rnssian Defence Minister Pavel Grachev 
addresses deputies of tfae State Duma (lower 
faoose of paiiSament) in Moscow Gen. Gradiev 


brid pftribiingnt tiiat tiie Russian anny is in a 
catastnqrtiic state and <m tiie verge of coOapse 
(AFP photo) 


Russian military is in deepest 
crisis since Soviet collapse 


MOSCOW (AP) — Beset by 
corruption scandals and in- 
fighting at the top, grappling 
with budget cuts and riump- 
ing motafe, the Russian milit- 
ary is mired in its deepest 
crisis since the 1991 coUapse 
of the Soviet Union. 

F^ years after Red Army 
soldiers rolled over Nazi Ger- 
many, their sons and grand- 
sons live in tents hYe squat- 
ters. Mothers mourn young 
conscripts killed by brutal 
haring. Draft evasion is ram- 
pant. The electric company 
even cat tfae power to the 
nuclear forces once because 
of unpaid bills. 

The top brass is tranisbed 
by allegations that corrupt 
officers are enriching them- 
selves while recruits scrape 
by on near-starvation rations. 
Some are even accused of 
committing murder to cover 
their tracte. 

The militazy's problems 
have become po!id(^ as nev- 
er before. There are calls in 
parliament for Defence 
Minister Pavel Grachev's 
ouster. Even President Boris 
Yeltrin, who has consistently 
backed Gen. Gradiev. now 
sharply criticies the military. 

It has been a topsy-turvy 
foil ftom last year, when tfae 
army backed Mr. Yeltstin 
with tanks and troops in his 
battle with hardliners in the 
old. Soviet-era parliament. 

Mr. Yeltsin was quick to 
reward his troops. He raised 
their salaries, exempted them 
from income ta.xes, scaled 
back defence conversion 
programmes and pushed 
through a long-awaited milit- 
ary doctrine to define the 
army's role in post-Soviet 
Russia. The miiitaiy's pre- 
stige seemed ensured. 

But political realities and a 
sour economy have taken 
their toll. 

Hardliners hold a bitter 


grudge against Gen. Gradiev 
for standing by Mr. Yeltsin 
during the October 1993 con- 
frontation. The corruption 
charges have given them a 
chance to push for his ouster. 

1^. Yeltsin’s gratitude also 
had its limits. He has press- 
ured reluctant generals to 
trim the size of the armed 
forces. 

Tbe military got just half of 
what it asked for in 1994 from 
a government desperate to 
cut spending and rein in infla- 
tion. The proposed 1995 
budget keeps spading at cur- 
rent levels. 

In a heated session of par- 
liament Friday, Gen. 
Grachev blamed virtually all 
his problems on money. He 
threatened to defy orders to 
cut the anned forces from its 
current 2 million troops, 
saying it would be impossible 
without a bigger bu^et. 

Thousands of soldiers who 
came home with the with- 
drawal from Germany and 
the Baltics this year found 
themselves pan of what Gen. 
Grachev ca^ “tfae army of 
150.000 homeless officers.” 

Most of them “literally 
have ended up in tfae field,” 
tbe newspaper Nezavirimaya 
Gazeta said. “Officers and 
their fomUies are living in 
tents and barracks.” 

Morale also is low because 
the officers who pledged alle- 
giance to the former Soviet 
Union now have no empire to 
defend. They are ordered to 
cooperate with former ene- 
mies in a new world order 
they see as dominated by the 
United States. 

“The collapse of tbe Soviet 
Union and the Warsaw 
Pact,” Gen. Grachev said, 
“was a profound trauma 
which has yet to be over- 
come." 

Reports of army corrup- 
tion abound. There are stor- 


ies of soldiers selling weapons 
and military property, or lav- 
ish homes built for generals, 
of military airplanes trans- 
porting stolen cars, of mafia 
recruiters luring soldiers into 
their service. 

A low point came last 
month, when a briefcase 
bomb killed Dmitry Kholo- 
dov, 27, a reporter for the 
daily Moskovsky Komso- 
moiets. 

Mr. Kholodov was inv^ti- 
gating corruption in the milit- 
ary's Western Group, which 
recently pulled out of Ger- 
many. His newspaper has 
charged that top defence offi- 
cials were behind Mr. Kholo- 
‘dov’s killing. 

Although Mr. Yeltsin 
stuck up for Gen. Grachev, 
be fired the former comman- 
der of the Western Group, a 
man Gen. Grachev had 
promoted to deputy defence 
minister. Mr. Yeltsin said he 
did it to “protect tbe honour” 
of the army. 

Gen. Gradiev insists the 
murder allegations are a “dir- 
ty political” game master- 
minded either by foreign 
spies or those who want to 
seize power in Russia. 

There are also reports of 
deep splits within the De- 
fence Ministry over Gen. 
Grachev’s leadership. Those 
who openly aspire to his job 
include Gen. Alexander 
l^bed, a dariing of the hard- 
liners who once said Russia 
needs a dictator like Chile’s 
Gen. Au^to Pinochet. 

Hie crisis of finandng, 
leadership and spirit poses a 
test for the army — and the 
nation. 

“Either the army will over- 
come the crisis... or it will 
decompose and turn into a 
criminal structure mortally 
dangerous for our sodety,” 
wrote the weekly Moscow 
News. 


Mexican rebels ‘ready for more war’ 


MEXICO CITY (R) — In- 
digenous guerillas in the 
southern Mexican state of 
Chiapas are “ready for more 
war” and are supponed by 
armed groups in other parts 
of tfae countiy, rebel leader 
Marcos said in a speech. 

“Brothers, the war is not 
over,” Com. Marcos told 
troops and supporters of the 
self-styled Z^atista National 
liberation Axmy at a cere- 
mony in tbe Lacandon jungle 
earlier this week to mark the 
-11th anniversary of the 
foundation of the rebel 
group. 

“We are ready... if it is the 
order of our leaders, we. tbe 
mountain warriors... will fly. 


again through the air, the 
shadows and the land to 
speak the word of fire and 


death. 

Com. Marcos gave no in- 
dication of when an order to 
resume fighting might come 
from the rebel leadership. 

His speech, using imagery 
drawn from indigenous Nfoya 
lore, was published Saturday 
in several Mexican newspap- 
ers. 

The Zapatista guerrillas, 
most of them Mayan 
peasants, rose op in arms on 
Jan. 1 to protest against rep- 
ression of Mexico’s indige- 
nous peoples and to push for 
land reform and greater 
democracy. 


They and the Mexican 
army nave observed a cease- 
fire since Jan. 12 and the 
army 1^ thousands of troops 
in position around tbe guer- 
rilla strongholds. At least 145 
people died in the opening 
days of the conflict. 

• • 

“^patima arms are ready 
to rise up in the mountains of 
tbe north of Mexico, in the 
nortiiwest, the south, the east 
and tbe centre of our coun- 
try,” Said Com. Marcos, who 
as Zapatista military leader 
and spokesman follows 
orders from 'the rebels* com- 
manding indigenous clandes- 
tine Revolutionary Commit- 
tee. 


Millions winU.K. lottery but no millionaires Conmionwealth envoy, Bangladesh nussion failed 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
. new National Lottery pro- 
'.duced more tha a million 
winners but no instant mil- 
lionaire. 

- Gambling fever seized the 
'Imagination of British pun- 
. ters who hoped to beat jack- 
~'pot odds of 14 million to one, 
with 25 million tickets bou^t 
in the country’s first lottery 
since 1826. 

ft 

' The organisers were taken 
by surpnse as 1.1 million 
-pciic^le won the minimum £1() 
(Sla.69) prize^ for selecting 
three of the six lucky num- 
'bers. This reduced the jack- 
pot, with seven bie winners 
each collecting £839,778 
^1.32 million), 

.... A bride bought a ticket on 
'3»er way to church, a 100- 
^i^mr-oid pensioner tried to 
herself a holiday in Wales 
]8nd a businessman hoped to 
Mn enough to build a new 
theatre. 

4 Patients at the top-security 
.-■Broadmoor Prison, whose in- 
foaies include the “Yorkshire 
ripper” prostitute killer Peter 


Sutcliffe, were even allowed 
by their warders to buy 
tickets. 

About 30 million viewers 

— more than half the nation 

— were glued to their televi- 
sion screens Saturday for the 
draw. 

Tbe organisers called the 
lotteiy “an astounding suc- 
cess” but,-wi.th no big win- 
ners, promoters of the rival 
football pools were quick to 
gloat — they expect a SI 
million (SS^^iiillin) winner 
from' this' weS^iid's soccer 
results. ■■ 

David Rigg, communica- 
tions director for the lottery 
■organisers Cameiot, said he 
expected next week's jackpot 
could total £4 million (S6.27 
million). 

“We alwayOelieved that 
the NationfiPwMry would' ^ 
be a great over time 

but the enthusiasm with 
which the public have 
embraced the game ro quick- 
ly is remarkable,” he said. 

Cameiot .has a team of leg- 
al and finandai advisers on 
hand to help the winners who 


can request anonymity. But 
one tabloid newspaper 
offered a £10,000 ($15,690) 
reward for anyone who could 
identify a jackpot winner. 

Psychic “Mystic Meg” 
assured televisions viewers 
that all the winners’ names 
started with J and they were 
bom under the scar sign Scor- 
pio and married to either a 
Taurus or an Aquarius. 

Half tbe proceeds were 
pmd out in winnings and 28 
cent went to charities, the 
aits, sports, the national 
beritaM and a special miiie- 
nium mnd set up to celebrate 
the year 2000. 

The rest goes on costs, 
commission and tax. 

Lotteries have a long 
history in Britain. Tickets 
for the first licensed lottery 
were sold at the door of St. 
Paul’s churchyard in London 
in 1569. National Lotteiy 
money freed English slaves in 
Tunis in 1660. 

Lotteries were outlawed in 
1826 after treasury offidals 
ran oft with the proceeds. 


DHAKA (R) — Common- 
wealth envoy Sir Ninian 
Stephen said Sunday he had 
foiled to end Bangladesh's 
protracted political crisis and 
wou'ld leave the country 
soon. 

“I hope there can still be a 
peaceful and speedy resolu- 
tion of the issues chat today 
divide your political parties,” 
he told a news brirang. 

“But I am sc disappointed 
that I have not been success- 
ful in doing that,” he said in a 
statement, refosing ques- 
tions. 

“Violence and uproar will 
achieve nothing. I urge the 
people of Bangladesh not to 
go down that road.” he said, 
in comments which dismayed 
opporition politicians. 


“Lady St^en and I will 
be leaving Bangladesh very 

soon. Unfortunately, barring 

- ■ ® 


unforeseen and unlikely de- 
velopments... 1 will not be 
able to report a successful 
outcome of my mission,” he 
said. He arrived in Bang- 
ladesh dn Oct. 13. 

Sir Ninian criticised Bang- 
ladeshi political parties for 


lacking wisdom and tolerance' 
and said “suspicion and mis- 
trust are both deep strong.” 
During bis visit, both govern- 
ment and opposition refused 
all effons toward comprom- 
ise. 

The opposition have 
boycotted parliament since 
February and mounted other 
protests to try to force the 
government to resign and call 
fresh polls. 

The elected government 
need not call new polls until 
1996. 

“After very many con- 
versations with all concerned. 
I put forward further propos- 
als which I am confident that, 
if agreed and properly im- 
plemented, would address 
the concerns of both rides, 
thereby peimitting a resolu- 
tion of the current impasse,” 
Sir Ninian said, without ela- 
borating. 

Suranjit Sengupta, a senior 
opposition leader, said he 
was not aware of anv propos- 
als made by Sir Ninian. 

“Appointed as a facilitator 
by the Commonwealth. 
Stephen has not only prom- 


oted hin^lf to the position 
of a mediator but an arbitra- 
tor. This is unfortunate,” Mr. 
Sengupta claimed. 

Mr. Sengiiipta said the 
opposition had tried to rea<^ 
an agreement through dia- 
logue and would now pursue 
its goal by other means. “The 
Commonwealth’s failure will 
neitiier affect or change our 
position,” he said. 

Meanwhile, two leaders of 
the pro-government student, 
group Jatiyatabadi Chhatra 
Dal (JCD) were shot dead in 
dashes with militant Islamic 
riS^ in Chittagong port city 
Sunday, police and offidals 
said. 

Police said Mohammad 
Zamir, 25, died of bullet 
'Wounds while nearly 20 other 
people were injured as activ- 
ists from tbe JCD, the stu- 
dent wing of the ruling Bang- 
ladesh Nationalist Party 
(BNP), and the Islami Qihai- 
ra Shibir fought with home- 
made bombs, guns arid 
knives at the Chittagong 
Poi^echnic Institute. 

Chittajgong dty chief of the 
BNP. Mir Mohammad Nasir- 


uddin, said a second JCD 
leader, Janaggir Alam. was 
killed when Shibir members 
sprayed him with bullets dur- 
ing the clash. 

“The dty is very tense.” 
one police officer told repor- 
ters. Mr. Nasniddin said 
BNP had asked police to 
arrest the killers if they 
wanted to aven more vio- 
lence. 

Some 25 vehicles were 
damaged, mostly by stoning, 
as the fighting spread onto 
nearby streets, one police 
officer said. 

The institute is a stron- 
ghold of the JCD but Shibir. 
the student wing of the fun- 
damentalist Jamaat-E-Islami 
Parfy, had been seeking its 
COTtrol for years. Chittagong 
offiaals said. ® “ 

Police drove off the fight- 
ers by using batons but they 
began regrouping soon 
a{^arently for another show- 
down. they said. 

Police said JCD activists 
and sympaihiers put up barri- 
cades on the roads and 
clashed with police trying to 
dear them. 


Cinemas told 

to cancel The , 

Fugitive 

BEDING (AP). — Eager 
fiJmgoers hoping'to see Har- 
rison Ford in The Furtive 
went away grumbling this 
week after ofticials told Beij- 
ing theatres to stop showing 
the popular Hollywood 
movie. 'The film, regarded as 
the first top-rate foreign com- 
mercial iOm ever screened in 
Communist ^ina. played to 
packed houses around the 
country after it opened Nov. 

12. But Beijing offidals have 
b ann ed screening in the dty, 
to protect the domestic film 
distribudon industry from 
U.S. filmmakers trying to 
“invade” China’s movie mar- 
ket, the offidal China Buri- 
ness Times reported &tur- 
day. The newspaper said the 
film was cancelled because 
some offidals who oversee 
the film industry belicv^ 
that showing the movie 
would allow foreign distribu- 
tors to muscle domestic flli^ 
out of tbe market. It said 
U.S. filmmakers wanted not 
only profit, but also to “influ- 
ence future generations of 
Chinese with Western think- 
ing.” Although billboards for 
the film still adorned several 
Beijing cinemas ^turday, 
notices outside said it had 
been cancelled “because of 
unforeseen drcumstanccs.” * 
Showing in place of The Fugi- 
tive were several older, more 
obscure U.S. films. When tbe 
ticket taker in theatre tried to 
convince disappointed 
moviegoers to see one of 
those films, she drew only 
shrugs and turned backs. 
“Those are all old,” one 
young man murmured to bis 
girlMend before they walked 
away. Staff at two Beijing 
theatres said they had biren . 
instructed to replace it with 
different movies because of a 
disagreement among the offi- 
cials in charge. It was unclear 
exactly when the theatres 
were forced to stop showing 
the film or how many people 
had seen it. The newspaper 
said it looked into the matter 
after receiving many phone 
calls from its readers. 

AIDS victim gets 
12 years for 
armed robberies 

ROUEN, France (AFP)— A : 
French court has sentenced a 
man suffering from the final 
stages of AIDS to 12 years in 
jail for two armed robberies 
committed in this northern 
Frendi town in 1988, judicial 
offidals said Saturday. Eric 
Muguet, 30, had already re- 
ceived a 10-year sentence in ^ 
March 1991 for another 
armed robbery in the French 
Alpine town of Chambery. 

Mr. Muguet and two accom- 
plices, who netted 170,000 
francs (S32,Q(jiD). were identi- 
fied by surveillance cameras 
■at the two banks they stole 
from, but only Mu^et was 
arrested. He denied the 
charges. Mr. Muguet's de- 
fence lawyer had pleaded for 
bis dient to be let off given 
his state of health. He con- 
tracted acquired immune de- 
fidency syndroms (AIDS) 
virus following a blood trans- 
fusion in 1983. 

Sperm donor 
declared legal 
father 


NEW YORK (AFP) — A 
court declared a sperm donor 
the legal father of a girl borne 
of his artifidally inseminated 
semen and said he could de- 
mand visitation ri^ts with 
the child. The New York 
Appeals Court ruling will 
allow Thomqs Steel, a 44- 
^ar-old gay man from Cali- 
fornia who donated his sperm 
to a lesbian, to see his 13- 
year-old daughter regularly, 
^e girl’s mother. Sandra 
Ru^, had tried to block the 
visits, saying she would never 
have accepted Steel’s sperm 
if she had known that be 
^uld reek visitation rights. 
In April last year, a judge 
had refi^d to grant Mr. 
Steel visitation rights on the 
grounds that he did not 
attempt to contact the child 
until rile was three years old. 

Man steals 
entire condom 
machine 
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Nepal 

Communists 

say vote 
rigging 

has cut 
lead 

KATHMANDU (R) — Nep- 
^'5 Commnnist Party ac- 
cused the ruling Congr^ 
Party Sunday of extensive 
vote riggmg to cut the Com- 
munist lead in near-complete 
election results. 

**11iete been extensive 
riggmg during polling, repell- 
ing ancT counting,” said 
Madhav Kumar N^al, 
general secretary of the C^m- 
munist Unified Mancist- 
Leninist (UML) Front. 

^Tbere is a conspiracy 
against the party and the 
government was aCtaid when 
UML started getting popular 
sqiport,” be a news con- 
feioice. **We will go to oonrt 
against this rigging im- 
mediately." 

The dennmumsK led Con- 
gress 86 seats to 75 uith 
01^ 12 seats in the 205-seat 
paihament 3^ to be decided, 
meaning neither could win 
the 103 seats needed for an 
outright majority. 

Congress had been as 
many as two dozen seats be- 
hind the Communists follow- 
ing Tuesday’s voting but 
gamed ground in late results 
at die weekend. 

King Birendra set up a 
special tribunal before the 
Sections to ju<^ any com- 
{daints of polling malprac- 
does. 

An intemati^Bl group of 
observers invited ^ Nepali 
human li^is organisations to 
monitor the elections re- 
id^ a report last week 
s^hg wfaDe the polls were 
gennally foir and free, there 
bad been irregularities, com- 
mitled mostly by Congress. 

^ some oonstitnencies in 
five dfetiicis, because of the 
mihsactioes of the govem- 
■ment,. the victory of the 
opposhku! (UML) has been 
oomeited into oar defeat,” 
Mr. ;l!|q»l said. 

to our in- 
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aoBn,' The Nepali Con- 
fess istts defeated p^diolo^ 
ggitri^ to create trouble,” he 
daiming election au- 
thorities had barred the UML 
observing vote counting 
nd bundles of votes had 
been found in ballot boxes, 
iaany without signatures. 

Without an overall major- 
ity in parliament, the Cim- 
uumists continued to pin 
dmr hopes on attracting dis- 
sident Cmgress lawmakers 
vd)o abandoned Prime Minis- 
ter Girija Prasad Koirala in a 
of confidence last July, 
trijneriM the snap polls. 

The Communists sounded 
out Congress drief Krishna 
Prased wattaiai as well as 
elder statesman and former 
leaderGanesh Man 
, to whom many of the 
anti-Koirala congressmen are 
loyal, about joining a coali- 
tion. 

“How to break this stale- 
mate is a pertinent question,'’ 
UML Prudent Man Mohw 
Adhikary, widely expected to 
beconm foe next priirie nunis- 
tn, told Reuters in an inters 
view. 

“We are constantly in 
toudi with Ganesh Man 
Sin^,” Mr. Adhikary said. 
“B be and his supporters can 
reme^ out and support us, 
feen it would be gtx>d. 

“Bhattarai is ready to 
cooperate with us but he told 
os to wait for a few days for 
dl foe resells to come in,” 
Mr. Nepal said. 

The UML general secret- 
aiy said the Communist Party 
.was *'xeady and its doors are 
open” to talks with all 
Ktou^ 

“Ir other political parties 
ore not going to support us to 
fenn the government, then 
^>me wQl be no alteniative to 
to another poll,” Mr. 
said. 

Inder Nepal's four-year- 
dd ooDsdtntion, in the event 
~w a hung parfiament King 
Bneadn names as prime 
Roister foe parliamentarian 
« considers a^ to form a 
workable coalition eovern- 
meat. 

If no lawmaker can com- 
a majori^, then the 
must choose the leader 
of the partuunemaiy party 
'^dth the most seats. If a 
redition ^ul$ to win a vote of 
?®*fidenoe within 30 days. 

p^ls must be caUed 
**rein rix months. 

ycspite its eleventh-hour, 
Congress, whidi con^ 

®®^d defeat Saturday, 
y*od no eagerness to try to 
a coalition government 
deeply mvided par- 
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^mcc foe people have 
us in a minority, they 
ps to go and sit in the 
Congress spokes- 
^ Mahesh Adiarya s^. 
"C will do that.” 



F^encli Fresideat Fknnoois Miifamiid (omtre) 
lays a wreath dnrii^ a ceremony to duiIc the 
20th annivcisary of' a coal w»™* HjjMaApi- |n 
which 42 perished in the nordicm French 


mining town of XJdven. Mr. Mittefrand bid 
Earewd to Ids SodaGsl Party as the party met 
here to try to define a strategy for presidential 
declioiis doe next spring (AFP photo) 


Delors is shot in the arm for Socialists 


LIEVIN, France (AFP) — A 
revived French S^alist Par- 
ty made a new bid for power 
Sunday with Jacques Delors 
as its almost certain candi- 
date, poring a serious threat 
to the ri^t in next spring’s 
presidential elections. 

Chee^ on \jy President 
Francois Mitterrand who 
made a special appearance 
here as the party staged a 
national congress, the S)cial- 
ists endorseda 1^-^wing poli- 
tical platform denouncing 
“economic faTjciafism” and 
“neocapitalism.” 

* I 

But most of tiiem also gave 
spoken or unspoken support 
to Mr. Delors, a social drao- 
crat on the rig^t of the party, 
who, if elected next May, will 
likely be obliged to make 
alliance wifo ^ centre and 
even further right 

In his first direct gesture of 
support so far, party First 
S«retary Henri Emmanuelii 
Sunday called on Mr. E>elors 
to stand, sa^e it was his 
“duty” and admng to IoikI 
applause, “If you make up 
mind to do it, we foaU 
all be with you.” 

Mr. Emmanuelii, who was 
confirmed as first secretary 
by 87.57 per cent of del^ 
gates, said the vast majority 
of Socialists backed Mr. De- 
lors and there was no contra- 
diction between a-teftist party 
pro^amme and a centrist 
presidential candidate. 

The Socialists are down to 
S3 seats in die S77-member 
National Assembly, and until 
Mr. Delors, the 6&jyear-oId 
outgoing European (Wunis- 
sion president, emerged as a 
serious potential candidate, 
they had little project of 
making a comeback after 


tiieir root in legislative elec- 
tions in March, 1993. 

The outgoing European- 
Commission chief is riding 
high in opinion polls and 
piesentizig a major threat to a 
deeply divided right. 

Tne ailing Mittorand, suf- 
fering from prostate cancer 
but on form, Saturday bade 
ferewell in this northern min- 
ing town to foe party he 
founded in 1971, but at the 
same time rallied it wifo a call 
to “force victory” in foe pies- 
identials. 

Mr. hfitterrand, 78, was 
not at the congress, staged in 
an athletics stadium, but 
attended a ceremoity close by 
to mark the 20fo aimiversa^ 
of a coal mine disaster here in 
which 42 perished. 

He told an enfonsiastic 
crowd of miners and most of 
foe 2,000 Socialist delegates 
who flocked from foe oon- 
gr^ to gr^ Urn; ^T made a 
point of being with you. Here 
are gathered togefoer foe 
women and foe men at whose 
side I fought for so long and 
whom 1 am happay to meet 
again. 

At the stadium overlook- 
ing a landscape of riag heaps 
and abandoned mines, other 
Socialist barons had earlier 
backed Mr. Delors. Outside 
the stadium, amid giant red 
rose-and-fist Socialist 
emblems, his supporters 
waved banners saying “De- 
lors for i»esident" and “De- 
lors candidate.” 

Former Prime Minister 
Laurent Fabius said the con- 
gress markjed “the rebirth of 
hope” echoing another ex- 
premier, Pierre Mauroy in 
backing Mr. Delors. So did 
, Mr. Delor’s own daug^er, 

' Martine Aubry. 44, a riring 


star in foe party and medSa 
fevDmite. 

Only two speakers came 
out fidi against Mr. Delors, 
Senator Jean-Luc Melencbon 
and MP Julien Dray, on the 
for left of the party. 

The European Commis- 
sion president, a card- 
carrying member, did not 
atten d the congre ss. 

Mr. Mfitterrand has strong- 
ly backed Mr. Delors to sne- 
him and his visit to 
Lfeven, a bastion of socialism 
which voted for him by 79 per 
cent in IS^ when he was 
e l ected for a second seven- 
year term, was intended as a 
symbol. 

But on Saturday he gave 
no formal hint of who was tus 
■favourite fortfae preridential' 
contest, jolting; ‘^ect who- 
ever you like, preferably 
erm... a (Socialist), it would 
be better than foe other way 
round.” 

Mr. NGtterreand was re- 
sponding to a warning by 
undeclared candidate 
Edouard Balladnr, the con- 
servative prime minilit er. Fri- 
day that rig^t-wing disunity 
risked letting through a 
Socialist for the tlurd time. 

"The essential is to m^e 
sure that it is not foe Socialist 
candidate who is elected for 
foe thiid time,” Mr. Balladur 
said, giviqg the measure of 
the Delois threat. 

The Ii£vin congress did 
not fonnall^ invest Mr. De- 
lots. A conven- 

tion will be staged at foe end 
of Janna^ foni^y to choose 
a Socialist canditfete. Party 
spokesman Jean Glavany 
said the convention would 
work out a “contract” with 
him and a presidential plat- 
form. 



the nuM-yeaiHild son of East Timorese gnerrfllas, plays wifo a self-made bow and 
arrow at an Mphanage in Venilak, about 120 kDometres from the East Timor capital DflL 
JudUht's parents are having him in the orphan^'s care while they ^ht aaainsa Indmiesian 
govenuBoit forces for East Timorese independence (AFP pheto) 

E. Timorese attend mass for peace 


DIU, East Timor (R) — 
Catholics in East Timor’s 
capital Dili attended mass 
Sunday and prayed for peace 
in foe troublra former Portu- 
guese colony that has been 
rocked by week-long pro- 
independence protests. 

Meanwhile, two East 
Timorese protesters from a 
group of 29 youths holed up 
ut the U.S. embassy com- 
pound in Jakarta for the last 
w ght days were taken to hos>- 
pital Sunday afternoon. 

The group earlier met with 
representatives of the Inter- 
national Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRQ for the 
first time. The ICRC has said 
it vrould help prepare travel 
documents for the youths if 
they decide to seek, asylum. 


In one of foe biggest turn- 
outs for mass, s(»ne 1,000 
East Timorese crammed into 
a small open space at the Dili 
home of the outspoken 
Bishop Carlos Belo to say 
prayers and sing hymns. 

Bishop Belo, who gave a 
sermon in the native Tetu 
language, called on foe hun- 
dreds of youths present to 
exercise restraint and not 
aggravate tension in the tiny 
territory which Indonesia in- 
vaded m 1975 and annexed 
one year later. 

The calm scene at Bishop 
Belo’s residence contrasted 
sharply a mass held 
there last Sunday when 100 
East Timorese began unfurl- 
ing banners and denouncing 


the Indonesian government 
when the service finished. 

Mr. Belo's call for restraint 
seemed to have an effea as a 
scores of )^nths attending 
showed their displeasure at 
the presence of plain-clothed 
seenrity offic^ by merely 
daping and jeering. 

^*We are showing that we 
are not happy with foe police 
who are always around Belo*s 
boose. But there wiU be no- 
thing more than this (dap- 
ping,” a youth said. 

It has been a tense week 
for many in Dili where ram- 
pa^g youths brought the 
capit^ to a standstul, des- 
troying more than a dozen 
shops and anasbing cars and 
tmses. 


Abacha rejects request to free Abiola 


LAGOS (AFP) — Nigerian 
head of state. General Sani 
Abacha, 'has rejected e re- 
quest made to him by a risk- 
ing U.S. congressional de- 
legation to free opposition 
leader Chief Moshood 
Abiola. the delegation leader 
Harry Johnston, said here. 

“At the be^nning of our 
talks with General Abacha 
late Friday in Abuja, when 
we requested him to set 
Abiola free.l he (Abacha) 


turned us down,” Mr. John- 
ston said at a private dinner 
organised in honour of his 
delation by Abiola’s 
famUy. 

Spiking earlier Saturday 
at a news conference here, a 
member of the delegation. 
William Jefferson, had ex* 
pressed foe tope that Mr. 
Abiola would have “a fair 
process” of trial and in accor- 
dance' with foe nation’s judi- 
cial system. 


Mr. Abiola, is currently 
detained in Abuja on charges 
of treason for proclaiming 
himself president and head of 
the arm^ forces. 

CbiToborating the report 
of Abiola's personal 
pbysidan on the deterioiat- 
mg state of faealfo of the 
miOionaiie Muslim politician, 
the leader of the American 
delegation said “Abiola is not 
in good health.” 


Pressure grows on U.N. for 

air strikes at Krajiita Serbs 


SARAJEVO (R) — Press ur e 
built on the U.N. to strike at 
the Serbs from the air Sunday 
to help Muslims under 
ground and air attack in foe 
Bibac enclave of northwest 
Bosnia. 

Hours after tbe U.N. 
Security Coondl decided to 
wden me scope for interven- 
tion by NATO warplanes, 
Muslim media reported that 
Bihac towns and their gov- 
ernment defenders were 
under heavy assault by Serb 
forces and tb^ alUes among 
rebel Muslims. ' 

Bosnian Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic said Serb 
tanks were rolling through 
villages towards the U.N. 
safe haven of Bihac town and 
added: 

“The concrete action 
would be to take out these 
tanks — serious air strikes.” 

The Canadian head of 
U.N. peacekeepers in the en- 
clave said local people turned 
on his men in anger after two 
Serb air raids. 

He appealed to comman- 
ders of the United Nations 
Protection Force (UNPRO- 
FOR) in Bosnia “to do their 
utmost to stop these out- 
rageous violations of interna- 
tional law.” 




UNP.ROFOR, usually 
hesitant to use NATO air 
power, is considering 
whether to allow the alliance 
to attack and disable UdUna 
Air Base on Sub-held terri- 
in neighbouring Croatia. 
fATO monitors said the 
air raids, on the towns of 
Bibac and Cazin, were laun- 
ched from tbe base although 
the claim was deiued by SeiTO 
quoted by the Yugoslav news 
agency (Tanjug). 

A Serb Orao ground attack 
plane crashed into an apart- 
ment block in Carin during a 
raid Saturday, lulling foe 
pilot and woonding at least 
nine residents, some 
seriously. 

The Security Council re- 
sponded to tbe raids Saturday 
tty authorising NATO for the 
first time to attack Serb 
in Croatia. 

itia backed the deci- 
sion. Meteorologists said 
weather conditions for air 
strikes were ' feir. Tbe UJ4. 
made clear tiiere would be no 
advance notice of its inten- 
tions, although all its omts in 
former Yugoslavia were 
placed on a state of bigh 
alert. 

“Thme wiU be no comment 
(beforehand) on these 
issues,” spokennan Paul Ris- 



iey said in Zagreb. 

Alfoon^ foe rules of en- 
gagement in the Bosnian con- 
flict do not allow punitive air 
strikes, the political, di- 
ploreatic and milrtary press- 
nre on UNPROFOR was 
enormous. 

Madeleine Albright, the 
U.S. ambassador to the 
U.N.. said: “My government 
befieves that t^ pattern of 
military activity justifies a 
military response from 
NATO." 

The American ambassador 
to NATO said of a possible 
request to launch an air 
strike: “If they (foe U.N.) 
don't, then we (NATO) 
will.” 

The U.N.’s reluctance to 
use NATO is usually based 
on a fear of exposing U.N. 
troops on tbe ground to Serb 
retaliation and of being seen 
to take rides. ~ 

The air s^e option has 
been held in reserve in Bihac 
although the Serbs have both 
flouted foe U.N. no-fly zone 
over Bosnia and have attadk- 
ed the U.N. safe havmi of 
Bihac town. 

Muslim media followed up 
the Security Council decision 
with mnotional appeals for 
help and warnings that tbe 
Serbs were continuing to 


g3ins. 

Sareafevo Radio said vil- 
lages along the Serb-held 
border between Croatia and 
Bibac were falling to a joint 
force of Muslim rebels and 
Serbs. 

Its reporter in Bihac broad- 
cast “UNPROFOR has stiU 
not asked for help from the 
air by NATO though it has 
had a thousand reasons for it. 

“Bibac is burning, Veiika 
Kladisa is burning, the sky 
and the earth is burning.';, 
come from New York and 
implement your resolutions.- 

Bitterly attacking tbe in- 
activity of U.N. peacekeep- 
ers, Mr. Silajdzic said: “if 
, UNPROFOR and foe U.N. 
.cannot cany out their man- 
date here, cannot protect tiie 
safe zones, cannot see that 
convoys pass through, we 
wonder wny they are here.” 

Most of the U.N. 
peacekeepers in Bihac belong 
to a Bangladeshi battalion 
sent there hurriedly with no 
medical supplies and bardly 
any weapons when French 
troops withdrew in the au- 
tumn. 

U.N. 'Spofcesmaa Jan-Dirk 
Mirveldt admitted there was 
“major concern’' for foe 
Ban^adeshis since the Serb 
air raids. 


Vietnam, China put disputes to one side 


HANOI (R) — Fonner ene- 
mies (^ina and S^etnam 
agreed at the fairest level 
Sunday to put their differ- 
ences aside and focus on de- 
veloping friendship, a 
Chin^ spokesman said. 

The af^eement came in 
talks between delegations led 
by Communist Pmty chiefr 
Jian^Zmnin of China and Do 
Muoi of Vietnam at tbe start 
of a three-day visit by Mr. 
Jiang, who is also Onna’s ' 
head of state. 

“Both rides mil proceed 
from the overall interest of 
friendly relations ... as well as 
of peace and stability in this 
region,” spokesman Chen 
Jian told reporters. 


“They will ... seek 
appropriate sotntions to these 
problems by adhering to pa- 
tient consnltations,” he 
added. 

“The two sides believe 
they should enhance common 
understanding and seek com- 
mon ground wl^e putting 
aside their differences so 
these problems will not affect 
foe normal development of 
friendly relations.” 

They (fid not even 
Ixuder dtodes cm had and m die 
South <^na Sea, sadi as 
their rival daims to the Sprat- 
ly Islands,” Mr. Jian said. 

Mr. Jiang said tbe two 
countries, trying to accelerate 
economic development. 


should try hard to promote 
ooc^Kfatkm. . and exploitfoeir 
- oi^lementarity, Mr. Jian 
repented. 

“Both sides should make 
major efforts to tap such 
potentials,” he added. 

Mr. Jian said three agree- 
mqnts would be signed before 
Mr. Jiaiy leaves Tuesday ^ on 
setting up a trade oomm^ 
rioo, regiuatisg the qna^ of 
imp^ and exto^ g(>ods, and 
on truck traiuport. 

The tone of foe talks as 
outlined by China confirmed 
that the world’s two hugest 
Communist states, who 
fought a border war in 1979 
and clashed in foe Sprat*'’ m 
1988, were not in foe mo(x] to 


squabble while they concen- 
trated their energies on buil(l- 
ing market economies. 

Despite periodic argu- 
ments over the Spratlys, w- 
drilling rights and other- 
issues, relations have slowly, 
improved since relations 
were normalised in 1991. 

They signed an accord last 
year to shun foe use of foroe 
m settling disputes, but have 
announced no fre^ agree- 
ments in talks on border 
issues. 

Mr. Jiang is the most 
senior Chinese leader to 
come to Vietnam since foe 
4iormalisation, and foe first 
Chinese Communist Party 
boss ever to do so. 




Ahern vows to get N. Ireland peace back on raUs 


LONDON (R) — Ireland’s 
potential new Prime Minister 
Bertie Ahern pieced Sun- 
day to get the Norfoem Ire- 
land peace process back on 
foe rails after a traumatic 
political week in the Irish 
Republic. 

^ determination to keep 
peace alive was echoed by 
Sinn Fein President Geny 
Adams, leader of the Irish 
Republican Army's (IRA) 
political wing. 

Mr. Ahem, elected un- 
oppxised Saturday as leader 
of Fianna Fail, Ireland's 
largest political party, told 
BBC Television; “Peace on 
the island, saving lives is 
more important than any 
other political objective." 

The 43-year-old finance 
minister now faces delicate 
backroom negotiations with 
the Labour Party, Fianna 
Fml’s coalition partners who 
brought down Prime Minister 
Albert Reynolds over bis 
hanclling of an extradition 
case. 

Mr. Ahem, foe youngest 
leader in his party's 70-year 
history, said: “Whatever we 
do, we must td end the 
political instability, build on 
the peace process and try and 
get that back on the rails 
quickly^" 

He said it was crucial for 
Mr. Reynolds to continue to 
play a part in the peace pro- 


cess, launched last year with 
an Anglo-Irish pieaoe declara- 
tion and then built on with 
ceasefires declared by the 
IRA and their Protestant 
foes. 

Mr. Ahem also promised 
to press for an early meeting 
wifo British Prime Minister 
John Major. Mr. Major and 
Mr. ReynoMs were due to 
hold a summit next month. 

Gerry Adams, a key player 
in the struggle to find peace 
after 2S years of guerrilla 
conflict and more than 3,100 
deatiis, said: “1 think Repub- 
licans are very, very commit- 
ted to this process.” 

Asked if he saw the IRA 
returning to the bomb and 
the bullet, Mr. Adams saifo 
“I would like to think we 
have left that behind us.” 

He said he was opposed to 
punishment beatings by the 
IRA whose rictims are shot 
in the kneecaps for sudi off- 
ences as drug running and joy 
riding. But he denito police 
daims that the beating had 
increased smoe the &pt. 1 
IRA ceasefire. 

Mr. Ahem was quick to 
dampen any esqiectations of 
an eariy resolution to Ire- 
lantTs latest political crisis. 

Parliament reconvenes 
Tuesday to pick a new prime 
minister but Mr. Ahem said 
he expected the issue would 
not be resolved “for a week 


or so.” 

He pointed to Irish opinion 
polls showing that the vast 
majority of people did not 
want a genera election just 
22 mon& after the ill-fated 
coalition came to power. 

“Certaiidy the vast major- 
ity would go for a Harms 
rail-Labour coalition again 
rather than any national gov- 
ernment or any other com- 
bination, so we have to take 
that into account,” Mr. Ah- 
em said. 

Meanwhile, some 50 hard- 
liners are preparing to defy 
the Irish Republican Army's 
leadership and be^ a bomb^ 
mg campaign in Britain and 
Northern Ireland, foe Sunday 
Ttoes said. 

The newspaper, citing 
senior security offic^, said 
tbe breakaway faction had 
given the IRA’s leaders an 
impossible deadline of next 
March to bring “the total 
surrender” of the British gov- 
ernment in Northern Ireland. 

Evidence of a split in IRA 
ranks, with hardliners chafing 
at what they see as slow 
egress since foe IRA de- 
danro a ceasefire on Aug. 31, 
confirms growing fears that 
the peace process in North- 
ern Ireland is in jeopardy, it 
said. 

The Irish Times reported 
Saturday that Mr. Adams, 
president of the IRA's poli- 


tical wing Sinn Fein, had sent 
a private warning that the. 
political crisis in DubUn could 
give IRA rebels an earjy 
opportunity to resume vior.' 
lence. 

The Sunday Times said the 
breakaway group, as yet un- 
named, had formed a 
skeleton command structure 
and appointed key milita^ 
commanders ready to direct d 
new campaign’ of violence.-^ 

England would be a primed 
target for the breakaw^; 
group, according to intelli-* 
gence sources cited by th^^ 
paper. .“I- 

It quoted Michael C^assid)^ 
foe Qty Of London's head o^ 
security policy, as saying tl)^. 
IRA was continuing to movel- 
weapons and equipmeh^- 
around and that the capitaTs . 
financial district wouldT be:al' 
leading target. - 

“During the ceasefire- 
period their operatives hate ' 
been observed doing duminy^ 
runs on targets that they*, 
mi^t want to hit. They a£er' 
testing foe system by getting 1 
stolen vehicles into place .- 
without being detected," Mr. ■: 
Cassidy told the paper. 

The paper said British In^. - 
telligence's “cautious’!'! 
assessment of the continuing-: 
IRA threat was one of theV 
main reasons why Mr. Major 
has been reluctant to rash': 
into talks with Mr. Adams. 


Murayama’s power base is seen crumbling 


TOKYO (R) — A senior 
leader of Japan’s ruling 
Socialists called Sunday for 
the party to disband and re- 
create itself as a “democra- 
tic” political force in a move 
that could split Prime Minis- 
ter Tomiichi Murayama's 
power base. 

S(x:ialist Secret^-General 
Wataru Kubo said the party 
should hold an extraordin^ 
convention in January to dis- 
band and form a new 
“Democratic Liberal Party." 
He reftised to rale our mass 
defections if his proposal was 
not discussed. 

“We must make a formal 
decision before the start of 
the regular parliamentary 
session," Mr. Kubo said in a 
television interview broad- 
cast Sunday. The party's next 
regular session is due around 
Jan. 20. 

Former Socialist Party 
Chairman Sadao Yamahana. 
who heads the biggest right- 
wing faction, the !^w Demo- 
crabc League, has Sold the 
party has no option but to 
disband. 

“The Socialist Party is now 


making a big stride towards 
foe formation of a new party, 
or break-up.” Mr. Yamaha- 
na, who headed political re- 
form under former Prime 
Minister Morihiro Hosoka- 
wa's administration. 

“It is realistic to form a 
new party sometime between 
the end of the extraordinary 
Diet (parliamentary) session 
in December and the stan of 
the regular Diet session in 
January," he told a tracle 
union seminar Saturday. 

It was unclear if the party’s 
left-wingers, who are the 
main backers of Mr. 
Murayama’s coalition gov- 
ernment, would join forces 
with their right-wing rivals in 
a new party. 

“If ghosts came out to 
block the new party scheme, 
we would have to wipe them 
out,” said Mr. Kubo, the 
party’s second most senior 
leader after Chairman 
Murayama. 

Construction Minister 
Koken Nosaka, a Socialist, 
warned Sunday against 
threats to walk out of the 
party. “Wth the defection by 


a (rebel) faction, the party 
won't be able to unite on a 
foil scale," he told reporters. 

“Now is the time for the 
entire party to suppon foe 
Murayama government,” he 
added. 

Mr. Kubo said the new 
party’s “vision” should be 
formulated the time 
opposition parties launched 
their new, amalgamated 
party. 

Nine parties of the non- 
Communist opposition are 
due on Dec. 10 to form a 
“grand" new party to take on 
Mr. Murayama’s four-month- 
old coalition, which also in- 
cludes the conservative 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) and the small Sald- 
gake Party. 

Some political analysts said 
the Socialists, deeply rolit be- 
tween the ri^i and the left, 
were likely to -avoid a major 
break-up. 

“As we have seen in the 
. past, foe Scxnalists are gienius 
compromisers, although they 
'chronically confront with one 
another,” leading political 
commentator Minoru Morita 


said in a television interview 
Saturday. 

He said foe Sodalist Party, 
might simply change its name' 
and policy platform. 

After Murayama took ' 
office in June, the Socialist 
Party overhauled its basic! 
hard-left policies on tbe 
armed forces, the U.S.-Japan - 
security pact and nuclear 
power plants in a radical: 
attempt to bring the party 
into the post-cold war era. 

The latest move by Sodal- . 
ist rebels could pressure Mr. . 
Murayama to reshuffle his ; 
cabinet and even call snap.' 
elections, analysts said. 

“I believe there is a ^ per , 
cent chance of general elec- - 
tions being called in January . 
or Febraaiy,” said former 
Prime Minister Tsutomu 
Hata, leader of the Japan 
Renewal Party, the biggest 
tingle opposition group in 
parliament. 

Mr. Murayama, who has 
the sole right to dissolve the 
lower house and hold general 
elections at any time, does'" 
not have to do so until mid 
1997. 
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Doors that should never close 

SULTAN QABOOS’ call on Saturday fiir fresh 
interpretatiofls of Islamic laws to suit modern- 
day life could not have come at a more oppoitnne 
time. Situation has not only given wsiy to 
hindamentalism, which in turn ^»wned Eai^c- 
iam, it has also divided Muslims a-d ttie Islamic 
Worid. Several Modim countiies are nnfwtu- 
nately in the throes of bloody dvfl strife because 
of reiigkMis extremism and intcderance. Sultan 
Qaboos dins seized the opputonity Oman’s 
natumal day to sound die alarm about that j 
‘‘stagnation” which has resulted in the drift to | 
backwardness and weakness. 

The sultan, in issuing his cafl, must have had in 
mind the A1 4tihad,” meaning the door of 
interprtiation, when he voiced his ocmoem about 
the lack of evolutkmary cmstruction of Islamic 
Sharia. This available but unused has 

been viewed by many Muslim scholars as one of 
the greatest missed opportunities of our time. 

The Omani leader was obviously correct when 
he reminded the faithfiil that new qnestkms n«d 
issues have arisen since the times of the Prophet 
Mohammad which necessitated new answers and 
solntimis. That is in essence why “Bab A1 
][jtihad” has always been considered as one of the 
principal pillars of Islam that should have 
remained open and available for the orderly 
evtrfulHHi of the rdigion. The built-in medianism 
gbr keeping Islam the progressive religioa it was 
gneant to be has to be p*!!! to the test in the full 
confidence that it wfl] work and produce positive 
j resi]lt& Many .Muslim, theolo^ans .who have 
1 unshaken fidftiiave, sadly, rraaained silent so 
1 rar'ibr fear^that raising tte issue could make 
I tisem suspect in the eyes of the ultra-conservative 
elements among os. 

As this subject is very delicate and complex, it 
needs to be approached with a maximnm degm 
of coverage, honesty and frith. It goes without 
saying that not every Muslim enjoys the neces- 
sary credentials to speak out on tte diraension of 

Isl^. The right course to adopt in this vein is to 
can for an aQ Uamic conference for this purpose 
to be attended 1^ knowledgeable and immfaiMit 
pe^le. The Islaiiiic World can no longer afford 
to ^nore this pressing, subject. As Sidl^ Qaboos 
has aptly observed, “it is really sad that die 
stagnation (in Islam) has resulted in a weakness 
of the Musfim Nation which in recent years has 
frron^t about frnatidsm based im a lade of 
knowledge among the Musfim youth about the 
correct frets erf their rcllgkm.” 

“Obstinacy in religions understandings,” Sul- 
tan Qaboos warned, “leads to backwardness in 
Muslims, the prevalence of violenoe and intoier- 


: These words are a timely reminder that the 
interpretation of Islamic laws and principles 
doeds to be pot on course. The drift can only lead 
to ignorance and cniseqaently division and 


rf WAS natural for the sad events in Gaza to cause pain to 
tSe Arabs and Muslims everywhere in the world and not to 
the Palestinian people alone, said Al Dustoor daily Sunday. 
Jordan"s statement expressing regret over the incidents and 
calling on the Palestinians to exercise self-restraint and 
olaintain unity of ranks showed the Jordanian people's 
sadness over the the death and injury of the innocent 
people and refleaed the feelings of all Arabs and Muslims 
who are keen on protecting Arab lives and interests and 
who are concern^ over the future of the Palestinian 
people, said the daily. There is need for the Palestinian 
brothers to resort to reason and abstain from making any 
moves that could be interpreted as hostile to other 
Palestinians holding different views, cautioned the daily. 1 1 
said that the Palestinians face hardships and live under very 
difficult circumstances due to the Israeli occupation, 
poverty and unemployment, but resorting to violence to 
settle disputes or to express feelings can by no means solve 
these problems but rather complicate them further, added 
the daily. Expressing sympathy over the dead and wounded 
ti} the tragic Friday events, the paper expressed hope that 
there would be no more bloodshed and that the Palesd- 
hians would pool their resources and their potentials to 
achieve the common goals. 

FAHD AL Fanek said that having signed a peace treaty 
with Israel. Jordan is supposed to reduce military expendi- 
ture and direct funds towards economic and social develop- 
ment. But the columnist, who writes in Ai Ra'i daily, said 
rbat the government sent no signal yet that it would do so in 
the 199S fiscal year which is currently being prepared by the 
concerned de^rtments. The writer said that since most of 
the expenditure goes for services, salaries, fuel and other 
necessities, and since it is unlikely that the government will 
reduce the number of Armed Forces personnel for the time 
being, at least in view of the rising rate of unemployment in 
the Kingdom, the level of expenditure is bound to remain 
the same if not increase. Expressing the view that Jordan 
will continue lo need a ready army regardless of the peace 
tr^ty with Israel, the writer noted that a big ponion of the 
budget for the Armed Forces is allocated for health services 
and education for children of the Armed Forces personnel 
in addition to such services as building bridges and offering 
‘ assistance to the public. The writer said the country 
* remains in need of the Armed Forces in times of war and 
; peace because their services are essential for the nation. 


Human rights can only benefit 
from peace in the region 


SOME PEOPLE who oppose the peace treaty that was 
ratified last week base tbeu: rejection of the treaty on their 
fears for the future of Jordan and the Arab World that 
could be threatened by the Israeli deagns. It is a legitimate 
and reasonable ooncem, but not abwlutely valid. Israel 
may at the end of the line, have more to fear from peace in 
the regiem than the Arab side. As a matter of -fact I have 
always subscribed to the propositioa that Israel could 
weaken in the long tenn after it drops its siege, mentality 
and become part of the Middle East Of course there will 
always be some ground for the premise that the braelis 
'would be able to penetrate the Arab market and extend its 
sophisticated he^mony over it. j 


There is always the possibility that such interventioDS 
could make some Arab businesses subservient to Bnraeti 
conglomerates and the Arab markets fertile soil feu Israeli 
entrepreneoTS. The probability that the reverse could 
happen, however, must not be belittled. Jordanian, Syrian 
or Lebanese business communities ^ no novice when it 
comes to making business and their abilities to penetrate 
die Israeli market cannot therefore be dismissed out of 
hand. At worst, 1 see a two-way traffic ajnong equal 
partners. At best I see the weight of Arab- (Quantitative 
advantage coupled with the fau« Arab capital as out- 
weighing the cummolative IsraeO potential. 

• 

Of course die IsraeG political and security institutions are 
superior to anything that exists in the Atab Woiid and on 
that basis it, may in theory, succeed ta penetrate Arab 
security aparata and undermine A^Jb control over the 
juture. On the other hand, increased social, economic and 
political contacts ^rith the Israeli side stand to erode the 
long-term Israeli-advaniages in these areas, especially when 
time can be expected to make the Israelis more Middle 
Eastern in their perspectives and less Western. 


The frequency of the contacts between the two peoples 
rati only bridge the gaps between them. This is the lesson of 
histoiy everywhere in the world. The Israelis are after all 
human beins jnst like us, ready to integrate and become 
integrated. Give or take twenty five years, the distinction 
between them and us can be projeccra to decrease to Ae 
mmimum. As long as the Arab side keeps its eyes wide 
open and learns to play the game properly and intelligently, 
Israel, and not the Arab countries, runs the risk of 
weakening under the impact of peace in the region. Why l' 
write this column under the beading of human rights is 
simply explained by tiie fact that peace related issues are 
part and parcel of human rights. 

llie immediate and long-temi impact of pe^ on the 
realisation of human ri^ts in all their dimensions is too 
dear to require a comment I see greater opportunities for 
t^ Arab peoples to- achieve tbm multi-faceted human 
zi^ts under conditions of peace than under conditions of 
wars and tensions. That is udiy there is a distina stake for 
all of us who are concerned about the development of 
human rights among our midst. 

Ihere are no ironclad assurances that peace in the area 
would automatically advance the cause of human rights in 
our regioD of the world. Yet, in relative terms, peaceful 
conditiotis have always contributed to the rise of human 
rights as a national cause. Israel's human rights record 
leaves much to be desired when it comes to minority rights 
and discrimination between a Jew and a non- Jew. 0>ii otiier 
levels, Israel has developed a rather sophisticated degree of 
human rights for its own people from which we can learn a 
loL 

Peace with the Arabs may contribute to ending the 
preferential treatment given to Israeli Jews in »neral and 
occidental Jews in particular. Thus, peace with urael bodes 
wen for human nghf& everywhere one looks. 


Prevent a return to all-out 
war in ex-Yugoslavia 


• 

By Adam Roberts, Jobn 
Chipiiian, Philip H. Gor- 
dtm. Mats Ber^ 

LONDON — Battlefield 
advances by Bosnian govern- 
ment forces in the former 
Yugoslavia and shifts in U.S. 
poli^ on the arms embargo 
remind us chat wars may 
appear static but are not. In 
this new environment, the 
international community 
needs to rethink its policies. 

Too much passivity (pati- 
ence ' tn letting the parties 
fight or come to terms by 
themselves) or too much 
activity (impatience in seek- 
ing to force changes it cannot 
control) could lead to re- 
newed all-out war. 

lliere are three sets of 
developments on which tiie 
international community has 
to make the right decisions if 
the conflict and the prospects 
for pe^ are not to take a 
dramatic turn for the worse, 
back to the horrors of 1991- 
1992. 

The least talked about set 
of developments, but perhaps 
the most potentially explo- 
sive, is those in Croatia, llie 
conflict between the govern- 
ment of Croatia and the three 
Serb-held areas within 
Croatia remains serious. 

Since the arrival of a Un- 
ited Nations Protection Force 
in the spring of 1992. these 
tiiree re^ons (comprising the 
so-called Serb Republic of 
Krajina) have been relatively 
quiet, and the world's atten- 
tion has focused on the savag- 
es of Bosnia. But the Croa- 
tian conflict has only been 
frozen, not resolved, and the 
diangjn^ balance of power in 
the region could lead to 
attempts to settle it by force. 

The government of Croatia 
is increasingty fed up with the 
role h perceives foe U.N. 
force to be playing on its 
territory. As many Croats see 
it, the force is not ftilfllling its 
mandate to demilitarise foe 
three Serb-held U.N. Pi^ 
tected Areas, control borders 
and permit foe return of dis- 
place Croats to their homes, 
but is rather protecting the 
Serbs who drove those per- 
sons from their homes and 
depriving Croatia of its vital 
communication links in the 
east and foe south. 

The Croats do not want the 
creation of a state within a 
state, and are impatient with 
foe UN force's lack of prog- 
ress. 

The Krajina Serbs who 
fear for their safety in a Croa- 
tian state give no hist that 
they would accept any auton- 
omy plan that did not leave 
them vinually in charge of 
their re^ons. They point to 
provocative symbols like the 
new Croatian currency, foe 
kuna, which was previously 
used by foe fascist Croatian 
state during World War II. 

The Zagreb government’s 
line is that it will not cede an 
indi of territory, while the 
Krajina Serbs as^rt that they 
would rather die heroically 
than accept Croatian rule. 
Negotiations about the future 
of these areas proceed under 
various auspices, but they do 
not look promising. 

During the last two years 


the Croatian government has 
equipped and trained its 
armed forces. It now possess 
a more professional militaiy 
capability that it may soon be 
tempted to use. In January 
the Croatian Parliament will 
vote on an extension of the 
UN force's mandate; approv- 
al is far from assured. 

The Krajina Serbs feel that 
time is working against them 
as the Croats build up their 
forres, as their own fiiel.shor- 
tages . become acute and as 
Serbia distances it^lf from 
the -Serbs -outside. But they 
are in no mood for comprom- 
ise despite their situation. 

The status quo is thus 
shaky, and if the UN force 
has to pull out, or even if it 
stays, Che next step could be 
war. 

“Tbe second set of de- 
velopments where change 
needs to be managed con- 
cerns Bosnia. After two and a 
half years of military success, 
the Bosnian Serbs recently 
suffered their first major tac- 
tical reverse. Faced with 
san^ions imposed last Au- 
gust by their supposed 
brethren in Serbia, they are 
militarily overextended and 
face a Bosnian government 
army that is better organised, 
collaborates with Bosnian 
Croat forces, has internal 
lines of communication and 
has developed a strategy for 
using the comparative advan- 
tage that its heater infantry 
provides. 

While foe Bosnian Serbs 
ate now finding if difficult to 
find the friel they need to 
move around their tanks and 
artillery pieces, the Bosnian 
government forces are receiv- 
ing arms through a leaky 
embargo and have begun lo 
capture weapons from the 
Bosnian Serb forces. 

In theory, the pressure on 
the Bosnian Serb forces 
should assist efforts at a Bos- 
nian settlement. After all, foe 
poli^ of the Contact Group 
(United States, Russia, Bri- 
tain, France and Germany) is 
to pressure foe Bosnian &rb 
leadership into accepting a 
proposed partition of 
Bosnian-Heizegovina, which 
includes some territorial con- 
cessions by the Serbs. 
However, increased pressure 
on foe Bosnian could 

lead to a wider disaster. 

'With their backs against 
the wall, and sensing that 
time is on the side of their 
enemies, the Bosnian Serbs 
might conclude that their best 
is to force the departure of 
foe UN force and "execute" 
some or all of their 
metaphorical hostages — 
Bihac, Sarajevo and the three 
eastern enclaves of Gorazde. 
Zepa and Srebrenica — thus 
freeing up the artillery and 
troops needed to besiege 
them and using these re- 
sources elsewhere. 

Even if the Bosnian Serbs 
were just to retreat, if they 
could not reverse their losses, 
Slobodan Milosevic and 
others in Serbia might not be 
able to stand by and watch 
fellow Serbs suffer. The 
Yugoslav army, perhaps 
acting on its own, might feel 
pressure to intervene. The 
Croatian Serbs have already 
done so. 


In any case, the new milit- 
ary dynamism is putting in- 
ternal pressure on the contact 
group, with some members 
condemning foe Bosnian gov- 
ernment actions and others 
cheering its successes. 

The tmrd way in which the 
current Yugoslav conflict 
might escalate derives not 
from the inside but from ac- 
tions currently being consi- 
dered outside. 

Last Friday foe U.S. gov- 
ernment announced .that it 
would no longer take part in 
the mditaiy enforcement of 
the embargo so far as Bosnia 
is concerned. America may 
attempt to go further and 
supply aims on a unilateral 
basis, or by to get foe Secur- 
ity Council to lift the embar- 
go. The policy announced 
last Friday is straining the 
coherence of the contact 
group and the unity of 
NATO. Going further would 
pose even more acute prob- 
lems, including in Bosnia it- 
self. 

The Bosnian government, 
of course, is already getting 
new arms (the Croats let 
“grey market” arms get 
through), and foe heavier 
weapons that could come in 
where the embargo lifted 
would only make a military 
diffemce over time. 

Lifting the formal arms 
embargo would have tiiree 
immediate practical effects, 
all undesirable. First, it 
would announce to all con- 
cerned that the United Na- 
tions is no longer impartial 
but a party to foe conflicL 

Second, the UN force 
would almost certainly leave 
Bosnia and probably Crotia 
immediately, not only ending 
the relief programme but also 
destroying foe existing found- 
ation of a future force (envis- 
aged as being under a NATO 
-label) to implement a settle- 
ment. 

Third, lifting the embargo 
would reinforce foe sense of 
foe Bosnian Serbs that time is 
against them and that they 
should take extreme mea- 
sures now. 

American proponents of 
lifting the embargo and critics 
of UN "appeasement" daim 
that they are doing the moral 
thing by allowing victims to 
defend themselves. But set 
against foe reality of arms 
getting into Bosnia anyway, 
foeir proposal is more theore- 
tical than practical. They 
need to reflect on the con- 
sequences of foeir proposal, 
not only for allied unity but 
also for the hundreds of 
thousands of inhabitants of 
Sarajevo and the enclaves 
who would be at risk of being 
killed, starved or captured by 
a cornered Bosnian ^rb 
army and leadership. 

The new dynamism of foe 
situation in former Yugosla- 
via. and the shifts in U..S 
policy, have created a set of 
problems that need to be 
bandied carefully. The con- 
tact group and foe U.N. Pro- 
tection Force must take cer- 
tain steps, and avoid taking 
Others, in an effort to prevent 
a further humanitarian disas- 
ter possibly even worse than 
that of the earlier phase of 
the conflict. 


First, the temptation to lift 
the arms embargo must be 
resisted in the Scanty Coun- 
cil. The British and French 
should not hide behind a 
probable Russian veto and 
should make clear their prin- 
cipled opposition to any such 
resolution. Forcing the Rus- 
sians to play *'bad cop" at foe 
United Nations would wrong- 
ly portray the arms emtoigo 
debate as an East- West issue 
and would unnecessarily ex- 
acerbate Russian resentment 
of the West 

Were the U.S government 
to allow its own citizens un- 
ilaterally to supply arms to 
the Bosnian government, it 
would risk foe absurdity a 
direct dash with a NATO still 
committed to enforcing foe 
arms embargo against ail 
traders. 

Second, foe international 
community needs urgently to 
concentrate on foe situation 
in Croatia. Members of the 
contact group, particularly 
Bonn and Washington, 
should impress on ^greb 
that any early attempt to 
regain by force the three 
Serb-held UN Protected 
Areas UNFA in Croatia 
would lead to international 
isolation. 

. It could also lead to a new 
Serbian Croatian war if the 
Yugoslav army were militari- 
ly to support the Krajina 
&rbs. To avert any such out- 
come, the UN force should 
intensify its efforts to deliver 
on its mandate in the UN- 
PAs. 

Although demilitariation is 
impossible in foe absence of 
consent, the United Nations 
could still engage in more 
vigorous policing of the 
UWA borders and redouble 
its efforts for foe return of 
displaced people. If the UN 
force is obliged to leave 
Croatia, which provides its 
headquarters, its continuance 
in Bosnia becomes virtually 
impo^ble. 

Third, in farming a politic- 
al solution for Bosnia, foe 
contact group needs openly 
to confront foe viability of a 
state that was prematurely 
bom. Bosnian government 
forces have achieved iinpor- 
tant militaiy successes recent- 
ly, but no one should doubt 
foe military and political im- 
possibility of putting the 
whole of Bosnia-Herzegovina 
back together again. 

Becaue of the disputes 
within Serbdom, the solution 
that the Bosnian Serbs pre- 
viously called for (attafoe- 
ment to Serbia) may no lon- 
ger be foeir first choice. Yet 
leaving space for a possible 
confederation between Bos- 
nian Serbs and Serbia may be 
foe best available avenue to 
peace. 

Afr. Roberts is Montague 
Buiron professor of inter- 
national relations at Balliol 
College, OxfordMr. Chip- 
man a Director of the In- 
ternational Institute for 
Strategic Studies, London. 
Mr. Gordon is a senior 
fellow at the institute, and 
Mr. Berdal a research feK 
low. They contributed tha 
comment to the Interna- 
tional Herald Tribune. 


activity of the Orient 
House contravenes 
U.N. resolutions 


By Pasc^ B. Kanny 


Article 1 of foe Oslo accord 
of Sept. 13, 1993, between 
the Falestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and 
Isr^ provides, inter alia 
that after foe five-year in- 
terim period the peTmanent 
settlement be based on 
Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338, and that 
"it is understood that foe 
interim arrangements are 
.an integral part of the 
whole peace process and 
that the negotiations on foe 
permanent statns will lead 
to foe implementation of 
Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338." 

It is common knowled^ 
that the Orient House is 
situated in East Jerusalem 
which was occupied by 
Israel in 1967 and annexed 
on June 28, 1967. On July 
30, 1980, in defiance of 
world opinion, Israel 
enacted a law which proc- 
laimed Jerusalem its eternal 
capital. On Aug. 20, 1980, 
foe Securify Council by its 
dedsioR No. 478 conde- 
mned in the strongest terms 
Israel's action (by 14 votes 
to 0 with the U.S. abstain- 
ing) wd declared the Israel 
law as null and void and 
called upon those states 
that had established di- 
plomatic missions in Jeru- 
salem to withdraw them 
from the dty. 

Recently, - and again in 
defiance of international 
law and the will of foe 
international community, 
the bradii Knesset has pas- 
sed a law prohibiting any 
Palestinian political activity 
in East Jerusalem, partio]- 
larly in the Orient House, 
foe de facto seat of the PLO 
as reprinted by Faisal Al 
Husseini 'who is dso a mem- 
ber of the Palestine Nation- 
al Authority. The Likud 
Party oppo^ foe law in 
foe Knesset on the ground 
that it is superfluous ‘ in- 
asmuch as, the Likud 
claimed, the law of 1980 
already considers East 
Jerusiam as integral part of 
Israel and consequently foe 
Israeli government could 
take any step or measure- 
necessa^ to curb or put an 
end to ralestinians activity 
in foe part of foe dty. 

However, notwithstand- 
ing foe Israeli annexation of- 
Jerusalem to Israel, it 
is in tact, and according to 
customary and convention- 
al international law, an in- 
tegi^ part of the occupi^ 
territory of foe West Bank. 
Moreover, this legal status 
is recognised by all states of 
foe world as evidenced by 
the fact that, with two or 
three exceptions, the 
embassies or those states 
are not stationed in Jeru- 
salem but in Tel- Aviv. 
Even Israel’s High Court of 
Justice has unwittingly 
admined that the 
Bank, including East Jeru- 
salem, was an occupied 
terfoory, alfoou^ it was 
hesitant to apply the Fourth 
Geneva Convention of 1949 
to this territory. And it goes 
without saying that when 
the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan will establish di- 
plomatic and consular rela- 
tions with Israel as required 
by Artide 5 of the peace 
treaty between them the 
la^ and the Kingdom, it 
will station the embassy and 
consular corps not in Jeru- 
salem but in Tcl-Aviv. . 

The legal status of£^ 
Jerusalem being as de- 
scribed above, Mr. Faisal 
AI Husseini is frilly entitled 
to carry on any political 
activity, without disturbing 
public order, including wel- 
coming representatives of 
foreign states or other im- 
pomnt world personalities, 
fls he did wheif^e .received 
Ti^ Ciller, the prime 
mmister of Turkey, a few 
weeks ago. Moreover, foe 
Onent House in Jerusalem 
was foe centre of activity 
which guided foe Palesti- 
nian representatives during 
MM negotiations with Israel 
which started in 1991, with 
out any objection on foe 
of Israel and at a time 
when foe radical Ukud Par- 
ty and other die-hard reac- 
tionary parties were in 
power. 

. Because East Jerusalem 

a part of the 
Palestinian occupied terri- 
to^ and because Israel had 
before the Oslo accord' 
accepted S^rity Councii 

r^iutipns242and338,thc 

aty is imperatively subject 
to foe isrinciple of cxchMee 
of temtory far peace. It 
must in consequence be re 
turned to foe Palestinian 


people, with whom 
sovereignty ultimately re- 
sides. as had been nghily 
stated by the former Secret- 
ary of State Cyrus Vance. 
This legal status is moreov- 
er enhanced by the fact that 
Article 1 of foe Oslo accord 
e^ressly refers to foe two 
resolutions which laid down 
foe principle of the ex- 
change or territory for 
peace. 

It is true that the question 
of Jerusalem, among other 
issues, is to be negotiated at 
a later stage during the 
permanent status negotia- 
tions which will take place 
according to Article (2)-(3) 
of the Oslo accord not later 
than the beghining of the 
third year of the interim 
period, that is to say by 
about the end of 1996. But 
obviously this postpone- 
ment of the negotiation on 
Jerusalem does not in any 
way derogate from its rec- 
ognised legal status. On the 
contrary, Israel has admit- 
ted by the accord that Jeru- 
salem is negotiable, and not 
“non-negotiable” as often 
declared by Israel in the 
past, although it is still 
claiming that Jerusalem is 
its eternal capital. 

It should be further 
observed that foe perma- 
nent status negotiations on 
Jerusalem, provided for in 
foe Oslo accord, should not 
.be prejudiced or preempted 
by Israeli actions or mea- 
sures such as I believe, foe 
passing of a law restricting 
or prohibiting the political 
activity of the Orient House 
or, for that matter, any 
Palestinian political activity 
in East Jerusalem. In addi- 
tion, any such law or mea- 
sure contravenes the perti- 
nent United Nations Secur- 
ify resolutions and the va- 
rious relevant U.N. Gener- 
al Assembly resolutions on 
Jerusalem. 


*... The 

permanent sta- 
tus negotiations 
on Jerusaiemy 
provided for in 
the Os/o accord, 
should not be 
prejudiced or 
preempted by 
Israeli actions or 
measures such 
as-,, the passing 
of a law restrict- 
ing or prohibit- 
ing the political 
activity of the 
Orient House or, 
for that matter, 
any Palestinian 
political activity 
in East Jeru- 
salem- * 


Mr. Faisal .\l Husseini 
has rightly declared that 
Uiael must realise that the 
Palestinians have one of 
options to adopt: 
tiuier pursuing political 
activity, including negotia- 
ons with the view of 
attaining their national 
ng^, which the PLO and 

the Orie« 
House pursue, or to go foe 

way of Hamas. I think 

Winisfer Rabin 

to advised not 

to hinder the peaceful poli- 

tv th*.' Babin, his par- 

.parties should rid 
themselves of the arrocMt 
mentality of the occupif? if 

security with the 
thaf " people and, for 

Israelis The 

general' of 

SSrid c J ® ‘ people in the 

.o'rs* 

who ari* workin “ * 

to free. •'’"K hard only 

Uve ^Knipaiion and to 

P^ndanTTnd" 

territory 'm 

diitnitv • "°°our and 

should 

•“loured *•' 

let live," “Uve and 
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Mozambican vote passes smoothly 

but future looks grim 


Colombia’s drug mafia still rules supreme 


Ry ISanil If 


^ 9 


fjBihjncs* ,*>• 

-'f I JH- 
at iTi 

3>3T ' 

i'tf ^ 

t vt V - 

W ■ * • 


§1 •* 
^fcp —i 

St%« 

f BN>r fc 4 w •r: 

5 i^: iR-c 

7» . 

^ 3* ^ ..:■... 

3 ^ •- 

* fp-^ *• ^ 

t - '* 

- 

I ■ ■ 

-'*•■• 

i- . •"•■ 


•91 1?«i 


:t».- 


l»;.. 


k 


n 

',vis: 




By JndHli MattoCT 
^ Reuter 

MAPUTO — Multi’party 
elections have brought 
Mozambique _ back from the 
deaths of dvil war but huge 
probleins loom for a de^)er> 
.' ately poor country with no 
- ' ' expOTcnoe in democracy. 

Ihe former rebel move* 
> ment Renamo’s acceptance 
of its defeat by Prudent 
Joaquim Cfaissano and his 
'' ruling Freluno Party in last 
. - mondi's general elecciotts has 
■ consolidated 1992 peace 
• accords. 

It also aligned Mozambi- 
que with die growing south- 
ern Afiican naiemity who 
have made peaceful transi- 

- tkxis to pltti^ism — South 
. Africa, Botswana, Malawi. 

Zambia, Namibia and 2im- 
. ■ babwe. 

But with the economy de- 
; : vastated by a long drought 
and nearly 20 ye^ of war 
and failed sodalist eiqieri- 
'.-ments, Mozambique must 
>■ compete with richer, more 
''■strategic neighbours for the 
forrign aid on whidi it almost 
entirely depends. 

Doubts also loom over how 
' : Frelimo (Mozambique Li- 
~ b^tiOD Front), which has 
' i.- ruled since independence 

- j.fnm Portugal in 1975, will 

deal with unprecedented 

- political opposition and 

- deepening regional and 
edmic divisions. 

V: **War is unlikely now that 
^namo leader Afonso) 
bbbkama has accepted the 
results,'’ said one Western 
(Splomat. 

*^6 elections were just 


One stage, hard work lies 
ahead.” 

Fears have abated that Re- 
nanw (Mozambican National 
Msistanoe) resume its 
imnrrection in the way that 
UNITA rebels did in another 
lormer Portuguese colony. 
Angola. 

^Htaiy conflict is unlikely 
when thousands of U N 
^cekeepers leave Mozam- 
bique. But diplomats foresee 
“ accompanying shrinkage 
“Jroreign ecozK>inic aid. 

They expect social unrest 
over a nain^ economy which 
exports mainly cashew nuts 
and is strained by the home- 
coming of mfliions of re- 
fugees and a return to civilian 
afe for 60,000 unskilled and 
often armed former soldiers. 

Food self-sufficient is a 
distant dream. Infrastructure 
will take years to repair. 
Foreign investors have large- 
ly held oft from Mozaml^ 
que's tourism, agricultural 
and reconstruction potential 
until after the poll and many 
are still debatmg the risks. 

On the political front, it is 
unclear what the role of the 
new 250-seat paiiiament will 
be or how often it meet. 
Frelimo has — a 

slim majority if, as most ex- 
pect, Rename and small UD 
(Democratic Union) present 
a unifred front with their re- 
spective 112 and nine seats. 

Mr. Chissano. who won S3 
per cent of the votes over Mr. 
DtUakama’s 33 per cent, has 
re sisted international press- 
ure to form a coalition gov- 
ernment akin to South Afri- 
ca’s post-apartheid adminis- 
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Jaquim Chissano 

tration. The notion is un- 
palatable to par^ bardliners. 

In Saturday's victory 
speech, he said the opposi- 
tion was best represented in 
parliament and society. But 
ne said he would open dia- 
logue with other parties to 
form a *‘d)mpetent and effi- 
cient” government. 

Diplomats say this could 
mean including opposition fr- 
guius in the cabinet due to be 
f©nned_^ mid-Decmeber, 
though probably not Dfalaka- 
ma bhnself. 

Dhlakama on Saturday < 
appeared to gr^fuliy accept 
hb role as chief oppostion 
leader:~fiut be would un- 
doubtedly be less sanguine if 


Mr. Cfaissano failed to 
appoint Rename governors 
to at lea^some of the central 
and northern provinces 
where the parly did well — 
Tete, Nara^nla, Zambezia, 
Sofala and Manica. 

A strong regional divide 
between the two parties' tra- 
ditional strongholds — Freli- 
mo swept the south, includ- 
ing the capital Maputo — has 
rai^ concerns about ethnic 
^lits deepening as they have 
in other African nations. 

-**A big problem we now 
face is bmldmg np trust/' said 
Aldo Ajello, the U.N. special 
representative who has over- 
seen the peace accords. “The 
election was just one step.” 


By Paul Rntier 

Agence France Presse 

BOGOTA — The death of 
^lombian drug lord Pablo 
Escobar a year ago has not 
P“* ® dent in drug trafficldng 
an<Mts accompanying trail of 
_jnurdere. kidnappings and 
corruption, according to gov- 
ernment statistics. 

Colombian law-enforce- 
.agencies are now 
embroiled in a more ruthless 
war against drug cartels, most 
notably against the notorious 
Call coemne dealers who rose 
to prominence after the de- 
mise of the Medellin clan led 
by Escobar. 

President Ernesto Samper 
has told his main allies in the 
on drugs, . the United 
States, that be intends to 
fight to the bitter end. 

-But the former bead of the 
U.S. anti-drug brigade in 
Colombia Joseph Toft has 
raised doubts over the gov- 
ernment's commitment and 
recently dubbed the country 
a “narco-democracy”, spark- 
ing cries of outrage. 

U.S. officials claim that the 
Cali cartel controls 80 per 
cent of drugs exports to the 
United States and has wide- 


ned its trade in heroine and 
cocaine well beyond the 
levels known nnder the 
Medellin clan. 

The Cali cartel is believed 
to comprise some 100 semi- 
independent groups that have 
been successful in recruiting 
police and local authorities 
throughout the country on 
their payroll. 

While Bolivia and Peru are 
still the region’s major drug 
suppliers, local production 
has been on the rise with 
40, poo. hectares of coca 
plwtatiODs, 5,000 hectares of 
marijuana and 20,000 of pop- 
py flowers, used to produce 
heroine, currently growing in 
tile country. 

Gabriel de Vega, director 
of the national drug bureau, 
says the downfall of the 
Medellin cartel, in addition 
to strengthening tbe Cali 
dan, has led to a sharp in- 
crease in small-time drue 
dealeis. 

Some SO mayors elected 
last month are said to be on 
the payroll of guerrilla groups 
and drug dealers, according 
to a security forces report 
that was leaked to the media 
last week. 

The mayor, outraged by 
what they said were unfound- 


ed accusations, said the re- 
port was “equal to a death 
sentence,” recalling that 23 
" of their predecessors had 
been assassinated. Th^ de- 
manded police protection. 

Another flourishing crime 
in Colombia is kidnapping for 
ranrom, with a whopping 
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5,000_ cases reported in the 
first six months of tte year— i 
one every 53 minutes. 

According to Interior ; 
^iinist^ officials, most of the • 
ibductioQS take place in the 
2ali region and half have 
>een tentatively attributed to 
guerrilla groups. 
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Romania tries to get rid of 
^ baby farm’ image 
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.' ."'J.r'FrdiiDO supporters crowding a truck in Maputo on their way to a pre-election rally in Boane, 50 
kSimietres southwest of the capital (AFP photo) 


By R oxana Dascalu 
Renter 

BUCHAREST — “Don’t 
can me by my name, call me 
by any other name,” says 
the young woman breast- 
feeding tbe illegitimate 
child she has hand^ over 
to a Bucharest orphanage. 

Elena — not her real 
name — is typical of 
tfaonsands of Rom anian 
teenage mothers who feel 
compelled to give their chil- 
dren up for adoption or just 
“park” them temporarily in 
a network of state “cradles” 
set up in tbe communist 
era. 

A univeTsity student, she 
does not want her parents 
to know she has a child. At 
the same time she does not 
want to break contact 'with ' 
the chDd. She returns to- tbe 
orphanage every few hours 
to feed the baby boy and 
stays over night. 

“When I become a 
lawyer FH be able to raise 
the child myself,” she said. 

Other young mothers 
have a different fate, a 
ready source of in&nts for 
those supplying babies to 


Majali says ties improving PNA funds 1 Investment needs liberalisation 


(Conthmed frmn page 1) 
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' i diplomatic relations Nov. 
, . .• •-,17 and will open embassies 
’ m Dec. 10. 

; ; ■ , ' S' He added that Jordan's cn- 
■ / . :• ^ economic boycott 

• • • • 'rf Israel after the signing of 
, i peace treaQ' was a natural 

^^ i..iioduct and underlined that 
;• --his treaty should be an ex- 
Sj frw others to follow. 

.. .the prime minister also 
/i '• -etierat^ that Jordan will 
, ;; j-i^ * Ac influence of the treaty 
* 5 bring the peace process 

^ .“J^etween Syria and Israel to 
, , . oooess in order to have com- 
( - rehensive peace in the re- 

j . Id r^y to a question on 
.'•■■RMBctinR peace with Israel, 
Majali said Jordan’s foith 
i democracy and political 
Juralism was strong and 
uiild not allow any non- 
xdanian party to sabotage 
tt peace process. The Khig- 
3in wHI not be a passage 
or headquarters for 

intending to do so, hb 
ad. 

In his meeting with Dr. 
;^Nli, Sheikh Khalifa dis- 
®cd imer-Arab relations 
*0 stressed the need for 
Jfflne and effective Arab 
aidarity capable of respend- 
t up to the requirements of 
^“peace era. 

. Khalifa and Dr. 

also discussed means 
\AfAcr enhancing bilateral 
^ fields. 

. inc audience was attended 


by Qatari Crown Prince and 
Defence Minister Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifa, Minis- 
ter of State for Foreign 
Affairs Talal A1 Hassan and 
his Qatari counterpart Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Jasem Ben Jabr 
A1 Thaqi and Minister of 
Electricity^ and Watar Ahmad 
Sttbaee in addition to the 
Jordanian and Qatari ambas- 
sadors. 

Dr. Majali held a separate 
meeting with the Qatari 
crown prince and discussed 
with him scopes of coopera- 
tion in tbe various fields. 

Dr. Majali and Sheikh 
Hamad reviewed the efforts 
being made to reunite the 
Arab fold, and the latest de- 
velopments of the Middle 
East peace process, in addi- 
tion to issues of common 
concern. 

Jordan and Qatar on Sun- 
day agreed on a three-year 
(1994-96) executive progr^- 
me of educational, sdentific 
and cultural cooperation. 
The programme will be 
signed later this week by 
Vacation Minister Abdul 
Raouf A1 Rawabdeh who ar- 
rived in Doha early Sunr^y. 

In Amman, Information 
Minister Jawad Anani said 
'through bilateral coopera- 
tion (with Qatar) Jordan is 
keen on promoting relations 
with all Arab countries, not- 
ably the six-member” Gulf 
Co<^>eration Council (GCC). 


(Onitiiiiied from page 1) 

left last May. 

“Wc have no intention of 


(Contimied from page 1) 

While “indirect invest- 
ments” — capital going to the 


mteivening in intemal affoirs stock market — totalled only 


J*S. may give military aid 


(Coirttoned from page 1) 

^P****8® would indude the neoess 
enhancements to gjne and a 

4.000 hours a Pentogo 

fiying life to the Asaiesi 

^ cognie upgrades and a tive, the u] 
. avionics suite, U.S. of the cou 
.!L Force and industry fighters bv 

Joroan has always wanted weapon sy 

^,Join the 1^16 club. But examinatii 
^jpying to tell them that the F-5 fi 
. i^^thcy get the carcasses only aboi 
it's Ecnng to cost a plane, 
to establish the neoes- Jordan's 

• - 7 lo^stics network and to than 200 I 
- ' them. Then, of under exa 
you have to perform sheer cost 


the necessary structural, ei^ 
ginc and avionics upgrades,” 
a Pentagon official said. 

As a less expensive alterna- 
tive, the upgrade of a portion 
of the country's 62 a^g F-5 
fighters by improving the en- 
gines. the avionics and the 
weapon systems is also under 
examination. Upgrades for 
the F-5 fightcre would cost 
only about $4 million per 

plane. 

Jordan's request for more 
than 200 Ml A2 tanks is also 
under examination, but the 
sheer cost of equipping the 


of the Palestinians/' said Mr: 
Peres. “Any intervention on 
our part will create the 
(wrong) impression that it is a 
conflia ^ or against Israel.” 

In addition to the proposed 
economic aid, many of the 17 
ministers supported speeding 
up negotiations to expand 
Palestinian autonomy, said 
Enviixmment Minister Yosst 
Sand. 

“There are ministers, 
perhaps a majority, who 
think we should speed up 
negotiations to make it clev 
to all the Palestinians ... that 
we seriously intend to imple- 
ment the agreements with the 
Palestinian authority.” 

“Any hesitation here will 
only make it more difficnli 
for the Palestinian authority, 
and this is the last tl^g we 
want CO do,” be added. 

Israeli anlaysts worried 
that violence in Gaza would 
spiral uncontrollably. An 
editorial in Yedioth Ahro- 
noth asked if Israel was “bet- 
ting on the wrong horse,” as 
Mr. Arafat’s control over 
self-rule areas seemed to be 
deteriorating. 

Mr. Sand and ocheis in- 
sisted there was no in^cacion 
that Mr. Arafat was losing 
control, citing surveys in- 
dicating two out of 'three 
Palestinians support the 
peace talks with Israel. 


countiy with that many tanks 
would be prohifi'itive. 
amounting to about S2 bil- 
lion. sources said. Jordan's 
tank force is aging and con- 
sists of a large number of 
disparate types of tanks. 

^ere is also discussion of 
doing a S200 million upgrade 
of some of Jordan's aging 
Hawk missiles to provide 
mobility and modernize 
them. Jordan has 14 baneries 
of Hawk missiles but as a 
condition of their initial sale, 
the missiles were not allowed 
to be mobile because of past 
concerns about their possible 
use against Israeli aircraft. 
An upgrade to a more mod- 
em verskm is also needed to 
ensure that the missiles can 


' 5150 miflion. direct invest- 
ments (acquisition of assets 
and capital for industries) 
amounted to $600 million in 
1993 and e}^ctation for 19^ 
is 51,000 million as a result of 
the liberalisation move by 
King Hassan, Mr. Blair said. 

Tbe analxst also noted that 
King Hass^ followed up his 
move with determination and 
ensured that people who 
could not live up to the re- 
quirements of the change 
were immediately replaced 
with people who could do the 
job. 

Mr. Blair implicitly sug- 
gested ffiat tbe Jordanian 
leadeiship also adopt a simi- 
lar approach, which he de- 
scribed as inevitable if tbe 
Kingdom was to realise it 
economic objectives. 

.At the same time, he also 
underlined the need for quick 
moves since Asian and Afri- 
can oountries are also moving 
fast to adjust their economies 
in foe race for international 
capit^ that is becoming in- 
creasingly available around 
foe globe. 

Prh'atisation of public en- 
tities is one way of inviting 
foreign capital under prede- 
teimined and controlled con- 
ditions as foe situation war- 
rants. But foe political will 
and the right economic 
approach are two inevitable 


continue to get foe spare 
parts foey need. 

In addition. U.S. officials 
are examining Jordan's needs 
in trucks, communications 
equipment, spare pans and 
other support equipment. 

A U.S. -Jordanian joint 
miliiaiy commission met in 
Amman Oa. 11-12 to review 
Jordanian military requir- 
menis. U.S. sources said 
anofoer team of technical 
advisers plans to meet with 
Jordanian officials later this 
month in Washington. 

A final militazy aid pack- 
age for Jordan s^l will take 
at least a month more to put 
together, said Pentagon 
sources. No comment was 
available from foe Jordanian 


elements for foe process. 

Mr. Blair presented a 
“simplified” example of 
possible privatisation in Jor- 
dan. He said tbe govern- 
ment’s equity share in foe 
Arab Potad Company was 
around 56 per cent worth 
about JD SO million at pre- 
sent market prices. This 
amount represented 43 years 
of dividends from tbe com- 
pany at present rate. 

The question here, Mr. 
Blair said, is how foe govern- 
ment wants to take a decision 
on foe issue — whether to dt 
tight, happy with foe di- 
vidends that would come into 
foe treasury, or free foe 
capital to invest somewhere 
else and open foe economy to 
market forces. 

A measure of govemmem 
control could be assured in 
the company by what is 
known in financial drdes as a 
“golden share” — a token 
holding with an undisputed 
ri^t to veto any move that 
the government finds as 
going against national in- 
terests. 

Among the positive factors 
foat quahfies Jordan to hope 
for international investments 
if the Kingdom goes through 
foe right moves at foe li^t 
time, according to tbe 
analy^, are expected be- 
nefits from peace, a low cost 
base foat attracts direct in- 
vestment, pure investment 
considerations, a young work 
force and a well-regulated 
market. 


Embassy in Washington. 

Any large military aid 
package promises to face 
challenges in Congress, said 
Anthony Cordesman, a pro- 
fessor of national security at 
Georgetown University in 
Washington. Plans to provide 
Jordan with excess F-16 fight- 
ers would be easiest to win 
suppon because of foe coun- 
try’s dear need for a new 
fighter. 

Still, nobody sfaonld expect 
foat Jordan receive any- 
thing near foe 51.3 billion of 
annual aid received by Egypt. 
“Congress may be in a mood 
to frmd a peace (settlement) 
but it will be primarily for 
economic development,” he 
said. 


Hiildless foreigners like 
British couple Adrian and 
Bernadette Mooney, sent- 
enced to jail last month for 
trying to smuggle a baby, 
Monica, out of Romania. 

Tbe Mooneys had their 
sentence suspended on 
Wednesday hope to 
leave on Thursday. Monica, 
however, remains a resi- 
dent of the same “cradle'’ 
where “Elena” was feeding 
her child among some 380 
abandoned or orphaned 
babies. 

A market for babies 
emerffid in Romania a^r 
foe 1989 collapse of com- 
munism exposed thousands 
of abandoned duldren. 

^d groops say 80,000 
cinldien remain in oiphan- 
ages. 

Foreigner;: rj^egglly^ 
adopted 7,000 children by 
1991, when Romania 
brought in a tough law to 
stem a post-communist 
baby trafficking boom — 
laws under which the 
Mooneys were convict^ 

Aid groups say anofoer 
10,000 may have gone ille- 
gally — some to inappropri- 
ate, even dangerous, 
homes. 


Since 1989 many childles s 
couples, frustrated by 
Western adoption laws, 
rushed to the Balkan state 
to take advantage of what 
aid agencies see as a cynical 
trade fcM' Westerners look- 
ing for cute, white, Euro- 
pean babies who look at 
home in the West. 

“East Europe is the 
closest supply source for 
Western oeu^d for difld 
adoptions,” said Doina 
Mam Stoicnlescn, diref^r 
of tbe St. Catherine’s 
Orphanage where baby 
Monica now lives. 

Romanian police last 
week uncovered a ^ild 
trafficldng ring based in the 
Black Sea port of Constanta, 
udiicb th^ said had already 
fnanagftd to “ejqxjit” 12 
children.- Romanian news- 
papers said the asking price 
for tfae'children was $16,000 
a head. 

The Romanian Adoption 
Committee, set np under 
the 1991 law to stop traf- 
ficking, wants to close foe 
last remaining loophole 
whidi allows quick court- 
approved adoptions. 

Die committee, which 
fears many diildien are 


effectively being smugged 
out this way, has agree- 
ments with 23 countries, 
^ving Romania srane over* 
right of diildren adopted 
abroad. In 1994 it has con- 
ducted eight adoptions for 
Britain. One hundred cfail- 
have gone to tbe Un- 
ited States so frtr this year. 

Tbe committee amroved 
a total of 500 adoptions last 
year but almost 900 babies 
left in legal “private” atfop- 
tions. 

Ms. Stoicnlescn warns 
that private adoptions pose 
problems for bc^ children 
and adoptive pa^ts: “A 
risk is that die diild is bru- 
tally tom from its environ- 
ment. It win have problems 
in adjusting to a new en- 
vironment, even if foe con- 
ditions- are better, whidi 
may represent a trauma for 
foe child.” 

Britain has reported 
cases of Romanian children 
being taken into care there 
after being rejected by the 
adoptive parents. 

“To leave an institution, 
only to end up in anotiier. 
one is no benefit for a'; 
child,” Ms. Stoiculescu' 
said. 



THANKSGIVING DAY 

W4 i sTURKEYTME^wandwe hawal 
totadfoidThanlajvingdaheB taryoutoanioy. 
OtiNcmrhbGr 24A atAIMansdrastaiirantec^ 
oub(fobultafnDl21Snomto3IX)pJiL, a 

txjofrirnfrdhnrwihaspacUAhcamniBnu £ 

fnxn7!TOpLm.unllnidh^Dm1faq^ n ^ 

TukeytoWeiwiy wAappnvmlB fL 

ccndimbind giniMiBS. fT"^ “ 

RxrnmhtarndMplGBseoortact 
te P 85 byShap.B(t 2332 


EVERY FRIDAY from 1. *00 pjD. to 4:00 pjn. our finest 

FRIDAY BRUNCH. 






Enjoy the marvaious varies of 
inlaretionri and orientsi foo^ 
wNie your chldrsn are having fun 
oolai^ Nr. nitatoM pictures 
playing wifii our down. 


AL WALDIA restaurant 
is open again! We invite you to join 
us every n'^ from 7:00 p.m. to 
iridnighL Come enjr^ a superb 
dinner of several varieties of 


P^&Stea- 



Price JD 9,500 44. 
Chfldfen below one meter tail eat for frea 


Wine ana Dine in our foanning arid 
cozy atmosphere. Lat our ffrie food 
and senrice put you in a tibrfous 
mood. 



RomSMurday lo Tburaday, takea break from work and try 

our saiistying EXECUTIVE LUNCH. 


lUHCA 


H SpedaTi^ of the day indudng salad bar & desert 
for only JD 9.5004-i- per person. A h cam menu is 


also availabla_ 


Jlkamott 


Hoia. 


P.0303C 926333 AmmaihJoTdan Ti^GSm 1^670100 
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Arab Gulf states unlikely to drop dollar link 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf states have be- 
come almost certain they 
should keep their currencies 
linked to the dollar despite 
losses they have suffered 
from sharp fluctuations in the 
U.S. current^, bankers said 
Sundav. 

m 

'A partial detachment from 
tlw dollar has been under 
consideration by the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states for nearly a decade to 
find a joint peg for their 
currencies as pan of plans to 
create a common Gulf mar- 
ket. 

'But the six members, 
which control around 45 per 
cent of the world's proven oil 
reserves, are now convinced 
maintaining that link would 
not block the common mar- 
ket project and at the same 


time would benefit their eco- 
nomies. 

“According to my informa- 
tion. G^ nates BOW believe 
the dollar will have the final 
say as they expect from pre- 
sent indications that the u.S. 
economy will strengthen in 
^ture. This will in turn boost 
their currencies and conse- 

2 uently their economies," a 
iulf bank manager told 
AFP. 

“Another factor is that 
they have apparently b^me 
convinced such a link will not 
affect their plans to establish 
a common market on the 
grounds the existing gap 
among their currencies could 
be easily narrowed,” he said. 

Excluding Kuwait, GCXT 
staiK have officially pegged 
their currencies to the Special 


Drawing Rights (SDR), a 
basket of major currencies 
used by the Internati ona l 
Monetary Fund. But iirprab^-<^ 
rice, those currencies are - 
linked to the'^.S. dollar 
since it is the dominant com- 
ponent of the SDR'^ket. 

Kuwait's dinar is pe^ed to 
a basket of currencies in 
w^ich the dollar has 42 per 
cent.. The other component^ 
are the German mark, 19 per 
cent, the British pound and 
the French franc, 13 per cent 
each, and other currencies. 

“llie exdiange rates of the 
■GCC currencies have been 
dose and stable for a long 
time. So there is no work for 
a common denominator," 
said Hamad A1 Sayari, gov- 
ernor of the Saudi Arabian 
Monetary Agent^. 

The dose link with the 


U.S. dollar has caused sharp 
fluctuations in Gulf curren- 
des and its plunge in recent 
years has inflicted heavy los- 
ses on member states as the 
dollar is the offlcxal price of 
oil, their main export earner. 

Other losses were caused 
by a rise in the import bill due 
to the decline in their curren- 
des to the yen, pound, franc 
and other major currendes. 

^ According to offidal fi- 
guses, U.S. exports to GCC 
states — Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Bahrain and the United Arab 
Emirates (UA£) — stood at 
around S9 billion in 1993. 

Exports by such non-doilar 
coteries as Japan, France, 

Britain. Italy and Germany 
exceed^ S3i0 billion. 

The dollar's voiarility has 


prompted calls on GCC gov- 
ernments to separate their 
currendes from tbe green- 
back to avoid further losses. 
Some -proposed following 
Kuwait's example by pegging 
their currendes to a basket, 
in which the U.S. dollar re- 
tains the lion's share. 

“The continuous decline in 
the U-S. dollar means a con- 
tinuation of our losses and a 
drop in the GCC currency 
exchange rates and their 
finandal reserves,” the UAE 
daily A1 Khaleej said Sunday. 

It said a weak dollar had 
also created defldts in the 
GCC budgets and balance of 
payments as oil has remained 
^eir main export item over 
the past two decades despite 
attempts to diversify their 
economies. 


GCC states produce 
around 13 million barrels per 
day of oil, nearly 60 per cent 
of whi^ go to the United 
States, Japan and the Euro- 
pean Union. Their output 
accounts for more than 80 per 
cent of tbe total Arab crude 
production. 

According to the Organisa- 
tion of Arab Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OAPEC), 
Arab oil earning in real 
terms have piung^ to their 
1973 level due to the weak 
dollar and the decline in 
crude prices. 

“While nominal prices of 
oil jumped by nearly five 
times between 1973 and 1993, 
their price rose by only 95 per 
cent" the Kuwaiti-bdsed 
group said. 


Commodity producers gain Bundesbank: ’93 business profits 


even if interest rates rise 


plunged in western Germany 


LONDON (R) — Many 
;Third World countries are 
riding high on the back of 
soaring commodity prices 
and economists see no reason 
for this to change despite 
major industrialised nations 
squeezing credit lines. 

“I would expect tbe be- 
nefits of higher commodity 
prices to more than offset the 
damaging effects of higher 
interest rates," said Peter 
West, an economic adviser at 
West Merchant Bank. 

' Commodity prices have 
soared in 1994, responding to 
an expanding ^obal economy 
and providing desperately 
needed foreign exchange 
earnings for many developing 
countries. 

But Western central banks 
have moved to cool overheat- 
ing economies by raising in- 
terest rates — a move which 
could threaten Hurd World 
earnings. 

The coffee price has quad- 
rupled. aluminium has surged 
90 per cent, copper has 
jumped 77 per cent, and nick- 
el has gained 95 per cent. 

Economists said the big- 
gest beneficiaries are.in Latin 
Arnerica — economies once 
alnio^ crippled by a debt 
crisis but now on a more 


stable footing. 

The surge in commodity 
earnings win help to narrow 
sharply Latin America’s 
trade deficits, analysts said. 
They said they expea Chile's 
1993 deficit of S97S.6 million 
to be wiped out and Argenti- 
na's - S3.7 billion and ^1- 
ombia’s $1.67 billion deficits 
to be cut back sharply in 
1994. 

Brazil might not see any 
benefit though because the 
rise in world coffee prices has 
come at the expense of its 
decimated coffee crop — a 
major earner for riie Sooth 
American nation. 

And these nations are well 
prepared to absorb higher 
interest rates. Latin Amoica 
issued $41 billion in dete 
between 1990 and 1993 of 
which 85-90 per cent was at 
fixed rates, whidi avoids the 
danger of rising rates, said 
Ingrid Iversen, senior eco- 
nomist on emerging markets 
at Moregan Grenfell in Lon- 
don. 

Compared with the ^bt 
crisis ‘They are starting from 
a stronger potion and the 
vulnerability is mndi less,” 
she said. 

Africaii nations, gainin g 
mostly from coffee prices, are 


not as well as developed to 
exploit the hi^r prices long 
term. 

“They will gain some 
advantages but it wiU not be 
enough for them to turn 
around,” hfe. Iversen said. 

Wniem Naude, macroeco- 
nomic coordinator at the Ox- 
ford Unrverrity-based Centre 
for the Stn^ of African Eco- 
nomies, said a danger is gov- 
ernments will come under 
pressure to increase spending 
as a result of hi^er revenues 
“wliidi might prove difficult 
to curtail once the boom is 
over.” 

Tanzania’s assistant direc- 
tor of macro analysis in the 

Tanzanian pl anning mintoi y 

Poctian Rweyemamu, said 
the commodity price rises 
shoi^ be positive, helping 
service its M billion foreign 
debt and reduce rdianoe on 
intematinal aid. The Bank of 
Tanzania is controlling 
money dicolation to of^c 
inflation, he said. 

Asian countries do not rely 
so heavily on conunodity ex- 
ports so they mi^ fed the 
pihefa more, economists said. 
But their booming exports 
for manufactured goods will 
more than offset this, ttey 
said. 


FRANKFURT (AFP) — 
Businesses in western Ger- 
many suffered a sharp fall in 
profits and reduced invest- 
ments and equity capital in 
1993 due to recession and 
pressure on costs, t^ Bun- 
desbank said in its mon thly 
report. 

On other points, the tepon 
says that consumer prices in 
western Germany rose by 
two per cent at an aimual rate 
for tbe August-October 
period this year, a gaingt a 
rate of 2 j 5 per cent in the 
June-September period, and 
the federal state (“Bund") 
posted a (teficit of 7.5 b illi on 
marks in October, againa 
one of almost 10 bfllicm in 
October last year. 

Hie decline in the deficit 
was due to an 11 per cent fall 
in state spending, tbe central 
bank said. 

For the year’s first 10 
months, the federal state de- 
ficit is 23 billion marks, 
against 48.5 billion for tbe 
same period last year, tbe 
bank added. 

As to in^tfon, the central 
bank said the annual rate was 
2.8 per cent in October in 
former West_ Germany, ■ 
agaimst thiM Jper'^nnt in 
^epteniber^ Tbe central 


central 


gold rush crippling its state mines 


BEUTNG (R) — Thousands . 
of Chinese farmers have 
abandoned their fields to join 
gold rush, and flie iUegal 
'pTbspecting is crippling state 
mines, tbe China Daily Busi- 
'ijpss Weekly has said, 
^tate-owned mines in cen- 
Hebei and Sbanxi pro- 
\5nces. Gansu and Sichuan in 
'ffie west and Jilin in the 
^northeast had come under 
sSege from wildcat miners, 
'Who then dumped the pre- 
Taous metal on the black mar- 
ket. the newspaper said. 

many as ^,0(X) illegal 
Iprbspectors were minine at 


Peanuts 


one state-owned gold- field, 
collecting about 75 kflogram- 
mes-iOf gold a day, poUnting 
the ^hvETonment thrragh nn- 
supervised use of chemicals 
and heaping up piles of waste 
stone, it said. 

One such great mound of 
rocks was swept down the 
mountain by severe floods on 
July 11, buying alive at least 
51 people, most of them rela- 
tives a the wildcat mineis. 

Tbe heavy toll failed to 
dampen tbe gold fever, tbe 
report said. Prospectors re- 
tained the next day to then- 
mines. 


Gold Bureau officials were 
in no mood to combat tbe 
fll^gal mming after recent 
bureaucratic chang es wfai^ 
left most provincial branches 
threatened with abdilion or 
merger, it added. 

Muring officials said local 
governments sbonld have tbe 
reqxmsibility and power to 
punish virdatois and mamtain 
normal production, but many 
were tlKinsetves involved in 
the fllegal trade, tbe news- 
paper said. 

Officials held out little 
hope of controlling tte gold 


• rush. 

Gold is officially a state 
monopoly in China. But flie 
gap between the state pur- 
' chasing price and hi^er 
'black market prices, fbelled 
by stror - demand for gold 
Jewellm, has led to wide- 
fllegal mimiig and pro- 


Tbe government launched 
a cradcoown on the booming 
blade market last June and 
says foe amount sold to foe 
state has since increased 
sharply. 
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bank’s mid-tenn goal is infla- 
tion of two per cent a year. 

When asked about the pos- 
sibility of a new reduction of 
key interest rates in Ger- 
many, Bundesbank chief 
Hans Hetmeyer usually says 
the bank is waiting for a 
“bener general view of tbe 
economy,” and says it is 
watching changes in the infla- 
tiion rate and in the growth of 
tbe M3 money supply in 
framing monetary policy. 

It also monitors such fee- 
tors as exchange rates and 
commodities prices, he notes. 

In its analysis of 1993 pro- 
fits, the central bank’s 
monthly report says that tbe 
profits of firms in western 
Germany operating in manu- 
fecturing, transpon and trade 
suffered an average 25 per 
cent drop last year compared 
with 1992, to a total of 95 
billion marks. But foe build- 
ing ^d services sectors were 
i^tively spared by the reces- 
sion, it adds. 

The dip in net profit was 
only 16 per cent, due to lower 
tax resulting ,from a law 
aim^ at strengthening Ger- 
man "competitiveness as a 
production locatfon. 

Payroll costs of companies 


1^ ym dipped for the first 
time since the early 19^, by 
one per cent from foe 1992 
level. And lower costs due to 
work force cats “will be fully 
felt in tbe coming years.” 

Business equity capital 
(stockholders’ equity) feU last 
year by three ^ cent, the 
first decline since 1982. But 
oompaiues' situation in this 
respwt was still better in 1993 
ttum in 1990, a growth year,' 
or in 1982. a recession year, 
foe central bank said. 

“The experience of the last 
two years again 'Slmws how 
important it is for urais to 
take advantage of goo^eais 
to strengthen their ability to 
least’' more troubled times, 
the central bank said. 

A report issued by the IFO 
economic reseaidi institute 
says that industry in western 
Germany will more than dou- 
ble profits this year from last, 
to around 50 billion marks. 

Hnally, foe Bundesbank 
said that tbe increased use of 
derivatives should not give 
rise to any lasting difficulties 
for German monetary policy. 
Such finandal products will 
not “fundamentally” affea 
the central bank's abrlity to 
control inflation in the long 
run, it said. 


Abu Dhabi to build 
$120m glass factory 

ABU DHABI (R) — A state-controlled investment 
company in tbe United Arab Emirates state of Abu Dhabi 
plans to build a glass factory costing $120 million, tbe 
offidal Emirates News Agency (WA^ has said. “The 
Abu Dhabi Investment Company (ADIC)... will begin 
talmg tbe necessary steps at the start of next year to set up 
a giant company to make plate glass at a cost of nearly $1^ 
million," WAM said, quoting a senior ADIC official. Tbe 
agency said a foreign company, which it did not name, was 
carrying out a feasibility stiufy for foe projea. It did not 
give further details. Abu Dhaln is the largest of seven 
members of the UAE. Abu Dhabi government interests 
0^ a majority of ADIC. .ADIC has also signed a contraa 
with an I talian firm to form a steel processing company, 
with a capital of around 10 million dirhams ($2.7 million) 
WAM s^. ADIC would bold 60 per cent. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“My father had a hairy back. 
He used to comb it straight up 
to cover a bald spot on his head.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD QAME 
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Unscrambta these tour Jurrftles, 
one toner to each square, to lonii 
four ordinary words. 
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Answer. 



AN AMpmojs cemof^ 

Uf=E 15 FILLED 

wrm THI5. 

Now arrange the evded lanars to 
form the surprise answer, aa sug- 
gested by the above caiioon. 


AND 
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Official: U.S. turns 
commercial sights on 
emerging markets 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — The 
United States will focus its 
commerdal s^ts increasing- 
ly on four Asian markets as it 
looks beyond Europe, and 
Japan, a U.S. adminutration 
official said here. 

The Chinese economic 
area — indudi^ China, 
Hong Kong ^d Taiwan — 
South Korea,' Indonesia and 
India axe among foe 10 big 
emerging markets that would 
draw U.S. commercial atten- 
tion in the years to come, 
Jeffrey Garten said. 

Mr. Garten, the under 
secretary of commerce in foe 
U.S. administration, listed 
Turkey, South Africa, Po- 
land, Argentina, Brad and 
Mexico as tbe other six mar- 
kets wfaicb he said held far 
more potential than Europe 
and J^an. 

“The Clinton administra- 
tion is mounting a major 
commerdal initiative toward 
these markets,” Mr. Garten 
told foe India-U.S. Business 
Coundl. 

“To each of these, we -will 
devote more time, money 
and manpower,” be said. 
“We will establi^ new com- 
mercial bilateral medianisixis 
with most such markets” to 
revolve commerdal difficul- 
ties and create business 
opportunities. 

Neariy three-fourths of tbe 
growth in world trade in the 


next 20 years will take place 
in the develomng world, 
roost of it m the 10 Wg 
markets, Mr. Garten said. 

Tbe 10 markets will double 
their share of the wortd gross 
domestic produtt to 20 per 
cent, and their share of im- 
ports is expeaed to cxreed 
Japan and Europe oomKned 
by the year 2010, he said. 

“We will open new oom- 
merdal fecilities for U.S. 
companies visiting these mar- 
kets. giving them a base of 
operations. We will focus on 
developing new programines 
to generate goodmll between 
our countries and at the same 
time stimulate sales of U.S. 
pn^ucts,” Mr. Garten said. 

In 1995, 10,000 U.S. com- 
panies would be supplied 
with information about the 
potential of the 10 markets, 
he said. Flans indude semi- 
nars, trade missions and a 
market bodine. 

Mr. Garten said the focus 
on these markets, especially 
China and India, signalled a 
change in the U.S. attitude 
and were part of Washing- 
ton’s increasing emphasis on 
commerdal diplomacy. 

“It is indeed a new worid,” 
Mr. Garten said. “America 
intends to remain a leader, 
but we must look over the 
horizon to the kind of world 
that is quickly evolving and to 
tbe new Mends, allies and 
maikets that we will need.” 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY NOVEMBER 21. 1994 

By Thomas S Pierson. Astrokjger. Carroil Righter Fourxiation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
The three Moon sextiles to 
Saturn. Jupiter and the Sun 
brings pleasant tempennenu and 
kinder diqiosiiioiis. and we gain 
by keeping things praclicai. neat 
and orderly. We feel more coii' 
tent. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Progressive friends are in the 
mood to give you some new ideas 
that an be helpful to you for 
sometime to come and later con- 
sider them carefully. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Discuss with influential persons 
and experts how to increase your 
worldly standing in your com- 
munity but later use care in any 
business ventures. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You have some ori^nal new 
ideas by which lo make your 
fond dreams come true but 
don’t try to pul them into effea 
too hastily or you lose out. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Private investigations 
into what you can do lo be more 
current in your outlet can bring 
t^er resuhs than if you hold too 
tightly to the past. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Consi^r well what some ex- 
traordinary and luisual persons 
can do to aid you to greater 
worldly aodalm and then Si back 
and think over your part. 

(August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) If you have some modem 
means by which you can 
achieve tbe resulB you desre Tt 


any activities this is tbe day to 
deade upon but not to put into 
motion yet. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Oao- 
ber 22} You have an dement of 
good fortune early in the day in 
any risks or special outlets you 
want in the days ahead but later 
analyse how far you have prog- 
ressed. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 lo 
Nowmber 21) A discussion at 
borne may not seem to be taking 
trend you wish but you ha^ 
possibilities to later solve this 
issue to everyones advantage. 

SAGlTTARlliS: (November 22 
to December 21} This is the day 
wViCn communications to and 
from you can have an origtoal 
s tance which can bring the possi- 
baiiy for real advancement for 
you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Look at your proper- 
ty from an objective an^e and 
think about what private in- 
formation you can get to increase 
and to enhance its value. 

AQUARIUS: (Januarv 21 to 
February 19) Your most unique 
talents of a personal nature can 
now be expressed with the assisi- 
*oce of a good friend who is very 
direct in staring his/her view- 
point. 

(February 20 to March 
YOU have an unusual idea 
what to do lo show your worldly 
acumen so let a bigwig quiedy 
knw what that U and sit back 
and let ooaditions work om. 


- Birtfastoiie of November: Topuz-Tiger’s Eye 
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Don Johnaon 


People who believe In the fountam 
SOAKED 


1 PrfM^ robes 
5 S hre w d 
10 Yoteig oyster 
14 Afbtary order 
Meet on a crag 

16 Caitoonist Peter 

17 Of ttghb prsl. 

16 nnelarQarto 
oiyoce 

19 Sti^ person 

20 

23 Cor n pensaies 

24 FroDca 

28 On the move 
31 TIWiManredog 
34MnefM 
3SWei-intorTTied 
36 P os tpo t i s a 

36 Welcanie 

38 Incjqien ^ 

42 deco 

43 GveT^com^ 

44 PmimA/ 

46 Passing grade 
4eGodollDve 

47 Pieater 

46 City on Ihe Ridv 
50 Kin of a 
hartj^jev 
B 2 Peddler 
59 Tropical snakes 

82 *SesameStreer 
charader 

83 Gaelic 

64 Fbfsvar daw 

65 Napery 

66 SarSa . Ca 

67 Not dearty 
deArted 

BB Laavenk^ , 

69 PiggirwA9Pw1 

DOWN 

1 Ptem a cistance 
2bi of 

3 Yeest of a Mnd 

4 Tteaitngheavlly. 

5 Tknomg ID diDop 

6 Sian oT B least 

7 God of war 

6 Tlsfiruhafn or 
Gam 
9 Ring 

10 AuthoritytD 
decide 

11 Money player 
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song 
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31 French pnesis 
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port 

33 .^Trueheert 
38 Bank 

37 Domini 

40 Go-baiweeti 
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GATT agreement is near 


Dole 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
^nsce Republican leader 
Bob Dole said Sunday he 

^vas dose to v agreement 

with the White House on 
the GATT global trade 
accord, but said the mea- 
sure stU could have trouble 
winniim ratification. 

Mr. Dole, seen as a key 


player in the debate over 
congressional ^proval of 
the tariff-cutting accord, 
said he was maldng prog- 
ress in talks with members 
of President BiU CUnton's 
administration. 

“We’re getting close to 
an agreement,” Mr. Dole 
told ABC telc!vi»on. 


U.S. officials and 
GATT’s executive director 
have said that failure by the 
U.S. Congress to ratify the 
accord this year could be a 
death blow. 

The pact, signed last 
April by more than lOO 
countries, expands the 
General Agreement on 


Tariffs and Trade and cre- 
ates an oversight body, the 

World Trade Olganisation. 

”My view is tiiat we 
should pass it this year... 
but we should fix it,” Mr. 
Dole said of the U.S. au- 
thorising legislation. we 
can fix it, then I will vote 
for it.” 


Financial 


In 


Cairo Amman Bank 



Market 


(November 14 - November 18 , 1994 ) 

AMMAN — The dollar appredaied sharply against other 
major currencies at the end of last week. It ended the week 
0.86 per cent higher against the yen, 1.54 per cent higher 
against the mark and 1.93 per cent higher against sterli^. 

The doQ^ rose Monday due to traders’ expectations of an 
imminent increase in American short-tenn interest rates 
horn the Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC) meet- 
ing the next day. The dolalr also benefitted from the U.S. 
tneasmy secretary's remarks that he was pleased with the 
xtsaUxs of the Fed’s intervention two wpeks ago. 

• • , m 

The mark suffered from concentrated sell orders that 
emerged on news tiiht Sweden had agreed to jinn the 
Enropean Union. 

The doHar continued its appreciation Tuesday. It rose on 
the FOMOs decision to raise short-term interest rates by 
0.75 per cent, above market’s expectation of a 0.50 per cent 
increase. The FOMOs decision was aimed at reducing 
infiationaiy pressures and inflationary expectations, espe- 
cially after the announcement that capacity utilisation 
witnWsed an unexpected increase to 84.9% in October, 
compared to 84.5% jn September. 

On Wednesday, the dollar appreciated during early 
trading hours on news that the American Consumer Price 
Index rose slightly by 0.1% in October. The dollar retreated 
later diat day, however, in view of dealer’s concerns over 
riang infiationa^ pressure in the U.S. . in spite of the recent 
inter^ rates hike. 

The dollar rose marginally against European currendes 
Thursday, while stabilismg apui^ the yen. Analysts incti- 
cated that dealers were now focusing on the U.S. bond 
maiket direction, for insight on the direction of the dollar’s 
exdianff rates. 

The dollar witnessed further appreciation at the end of the 
week on news that die U.S. bilateral tr^e balance with 
declined to SS.73 billion in September, from SS.8 
in August. The dollar’s appreciation came despite the 
feet that the overall trade balance increased from S9.68 
bil^ to SlO.13 billion for the same peritMl. 

Tte U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.5SS3 marks, 98.58 
yen and at S1.S660 to the pound sterling. 
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Currency 
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ITie following is a new coluirm summarising financial 
and economic news that appeared a ^y earlier in 
Jordan’s Arabic dailies. The neira is combed by our 
economic editor Samir ShaBq Gbawi 

-A^ hfinistiy of Supidy sources have denied rumours 
that lentils are not av^able in the local market. The 
ministry, asked citizens and traders who want to buy 
the pnrauct to call at the ministry’s war^ouses to get 
their requirements (A1 Ra’i). 

Post and Communications Mmister Hashem 
Dabbas has decided to introduce a **coUect cotruner- 
mal oonespondence” service early year. Under 
this service, companies and individuals can receive 
retuTD commercim letters or cards without postage 
fees paid by the sender. Mail charges be covert 
tte receiving party under an agreement with the 
ministry (A1 Ra*i). 

'trfF Foreign assets in the banking system reached the 
equivalent of JD 3,345.3 at the end of September. The 
amount was JD 94.8 million or 2.9 per cent higher than 
the total posted at the end of August. Foreign assets 
represent 43.8 per cent of the total assets in the 
banking system (A1 Aswaq) 

itir A real estate dealer says that annual house rentals 
in Abdoun, Sweifiyeh, Um Utfaeina and A1 Rabia 
range between JD 5,000 and JD 15,000. Rentals in 
DaMyat A1 Rashid, Tla A1 Ali and the university area 
range between JD 3,500 and JD 7,000. Another real 
estate dealer says demand is highest for rentals 
averaging JD 1,200-JD 14 OO while most offers are in 
the range of JD 2,500-JD 4,000. On average, renting a 
square metre in western Amman costs JD 25 wUle a 
square metre rental in east Amman is about JD 15 per 
year (AL Aswaq). 

itie The reduction of customs taiiffe will negatively 
affect Jordan’s industries, the general manager of a 
company has said. By cutting taiiffe on dectrical 
^pliances, e^edally Revision, from 85 per cent to 
50 per cent while reducing tariffe for local manufoctur- 
ihg by around 15 per cent, oonsomers would naturally 
tom to the forngn fnoduct. Another industrialist saw 
the tariff reduction as positive because it would bring a 
challenge to local manufacturers to improve the 
quality of their output (Ad-Dustour). 

Car qiare parts merchants are not abiding by the 
recent reduction of customs tariffe and this situation 
has brought in the Ministry of Supply and the 
association of car qiaie parts merchants to seek a 
solution. Both parties will bold a meeting over the 
issue in the next two days (A1 Ra’i). 

The Civil Service Commission received 3,196 
employment applications last month, raising to 104, 
IQS the number job seekers in the dvil service until 
the end of Octoto, 56 per cent of the applicants are 
female (A1 Ra’i). 

'irA The 1995 budget of the Greater Amnah Munici- 
pality totals JD-ti5,840,000 of which JD 8,990,0(X) are 


allocated to build tunnels at Wadi A1 Haddadeh, Al 
Sharq A1 Awsat circle, and the Fi^ Circle in Jabal 
Amman in addition to a municipality building in A1 
Mubajireen, improvements at A1 Dakhiliyeh Gicle 
and other projects in Sahab. The budget allocated JD 
5 million^for ejqnopriation of land, JT) 2,195,000 for 
road maintenance, JD 1,950,000 to asphalting and. 
opening new roads, JD 4,^0,000 to reasimalting some 
roads and JD 1,350,000 to build pavements. The 
Munidpaliw will purchase new equipment for JD 
3,113,000 (A1 Ra’O. 


irie Greater Amman Municipality (GAM) Mayor 
Mamdouh Abbadi has urged Ammanites to pay their 
dues to enable the munidpality carry out its duties. 
Dr. Abbadfi said the munidpdity will activate its 
collection measures, noting that Ammanites owe 
GAM a total of JD 23 million (AI Ra’i). 

VHV Banks are contacting their customers to have 
them obtain a new version of cheque books and letuih- 
their old checkbooks before Dec. 29. The technical 
change would allow for the automatic clearing ot 
cheques between banks starting the beginning of next ■ 
year as requested by the cen^ bank (Al Aswaq). 

■ir'it Jordan's exhibition inBeshkic, Kyrgystan won the 
fourth place in terms of the organisation and the 
number of products displayed and was honoured with 
the exhibition’s medal. l\venty-seven Jordaiuan in- 
dustrial companies took part in the event (Al Aswaq). 

■iWf Weather conditions have not been so good for the 
“olive season.” According to an offidal at the It^iustcy 
of Agriculture, olives and olive oil will be suffident for 
local demand but the volume for export will be less (Al 
Aswaq). 

"irif E^atriates have transferred home at total of JD 
770 milhon last year. According to the Ministry of 
Labour, Jordan's workforce in 1993 was 895,300 
persons and the number of expatriates was around 
275,(X)0 (Al Aswaq). 

irb The Ministry of Supply has authorised raising 
prices of “popular food’ and “quick meals” by 10 per 
cent and left pricing of other meals to the discretion of 
the assodation of restaurant owners in light of the 
location and conditon of each restaurant. As such, a. 
plate of chickpeas of fova beans (foul) for example 
would now cost JD 0.250 instead of JD 0.220 while a . 
falafel sandwich will now sell for 110 fils instead of 100' 
fils. By piece, every four folafels would cost SO fils 
instead of 40 fils (Ad-Dustour) 

'trb All loans and credits granted by the Jordan 
Cooperation Organisation (JCO) for agricultural pur- 
poses are exempt from interest, the JCO dire^or 
genera] said (Ad Dustour) 

•trif The peace treaty with Israel necessitates amend- 
ing many economic laws but so far; the goyemment 
has not yet put forward any Sentiment fo parliament 
(Ad-Dustour). 


UAE urged to make sure 
banks hire more locals 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) private sector has re- 
newed calls on the govern- 
ment to make sure banks 
employ more UAE nalioinfa 
as part of plans to lessen 
reliwce on Asians and other 


foreigners. 

The Federation of Cham- 
bers of Commerce and Indus- 
try, which groups more than 
20,000 companies and 
buanessmen, made the call in 
a letter to government de- 
partments outiining propos- 


als to end foreign donunation 
of bank jobs. 

It called for intenrifying 
training of UAE nationals, 
offering incentives to encour- 
age them to join banks, and 
forcing local and foreign 
banks to increase the numl^ 
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of local employees at the 
expense of expatriates. , ‘ . 

Increasing foe number Of 
nationals in banking jobs 
“could be achieved throilgb 
cooperation among all coni- 
petent departments, includ- 
ing the Emirates University^ 
foe labour and social af^is 
ministry, the Administratiliie 
Development Institute, foe 
chambers federation, the 
cen^ bank, the educatidn 
ininis^ and the Emirates 
Banking Training Institute^” 
it said in the letter. 

“They should join hands in 
mapping out poh'cies in this 
connection, qualifying 
national employees and de- 
fining incentives, salaries 
otto ways to encourage the 
citizens to take up jobs m this 
vital financial sector,” the 
federation added. 

UAE nationals account for 
less than 10 per cent of nearly 
12,000 employees in the Gulf 
country's 47 banks. In some 
banks, the nubmer of native 
workers is below two per cent 
and in others they are virtual- 
ly absent. 


BaR 



I mnlmrU' 
30 X 30 CM 


- Opp. Grimflaya 
Bank. Fbone: ti04042 . 

Sirefieh tel: S23891 


® Good Drinks & 
Excdicni Snacks 
©Open Noons ^ 
& Evenings ^ 

AW MW 


■VS_-i 


'*0 


in- 

f p 


Hi** 




k jUdUl^ 

FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& y^[>artment5 
in Amman 


Hr further details please ca! 


Ihe Clossiest Of 
The Clossiest I 





TeL 864230 





URANT 


3 - 



Aimnaii - llrsl lircJr 
opposili- IK AO l\Ui\SS\ 

‘ 1 T:I..; 654205 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
. RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estaie, near Kilo 
SuperrrtacKet 

MongoUtQ B«rb#que lor 
LuoOT Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and lasie our 
specialities 

Open daily 12.-00 - 3:30 p.m. 
&30 - tonight 

V Air ContfOoftod H 8 B ^ 


Thefint&bMt 
ChintM RMtaurant 
in Jordan 

1ST Circle Jab^ Amman, near 
AfUiyyah Girts School 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.jn. 

7:00 — MidnigSt . 

T0iC3fm 



I SSBHWAN EARBENS 



^/ijg-33Pae«.»riWl 

away is m vmnbM m 

Shat AMrab Shmet 
UHi ueakiah Cammarclal Oanga 

TOL: 881174 
•accTMbed AhMtfSiMd 



I 



MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Alrrosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
EneUsassy^. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 

Open from: 
l2 noon - 3:30 pjn, 
$£50 - 11:30 p^m. 
Tel.: 8$1038 



^C*ft 



Tel.-692505, 691148 /ExL 116 
Fax: 699080 , Wasfi AFTei SL 
Abu Hab axnmerblal center 
Second floor 
































a >rTio<s 2.q a r0\ 



orts 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 



Angry Agassi crashes out; Sampras, Becker in final 

• - I 

Sabatani ousts Date , 
Pierce loses to Davenport 


: *FkANKFURT (AP) — 

' , 'Once fae lost his cool, Aadre 
' Agassi lost .the match. 

T^ianked Pete SampraS 
■/mrvivfed a toug^ challenge 
I 'apm No. 2 Agassi to prevail 
7-6 (7-5) 6-3 Satorday 
I iuid_ set np a clash against 

■ Becker in the final of 
: .-tte IBM/ATP Tour Worid 

Championship. 

Becker alw fell behind, 

. ..before 9,000 screaming fans 
'' m die festhalle helped him 
, off a 6-7 (5-7), 6-4, 6-1 
‘victory over Sergi Brugnera. 

' BoA Sampras and Becker 
have the chance to become 
the first to win two titles since 
lihb inception of the tour 
cbampUHiship in 1990. Sam- 
pras won in 1991, and Becker. 
-’~dinch«i it one year later. 

B^ker is still undefeated 
." .and will collect S1.24 millioD 
;* -if he wins. Sampras lost to 
'•'Becker in round-robin p\&y- 
->And wQl claim S1.16 milion ff 
' he wins, less than Becker 
^ because of his one loss in the ' 
tournament. 

“It’s a rare occasion that 
-you have to beat the No. 1 
twice in a week to win a 
tonmament,” said Becker, 
;.‘wbo also brat Sampras last 
_ '.'month in Stoddiolm. 

; The S3 million toumament 
' 'is Hmitnd to the top ei^t 
players in the worid, who first 
^ ^compete in round-robin 
^ups untfi four seimfinalists 
are decided. 

Sampras and Agasa are 
' building op a rivalry as Agas- 
, si challenges the fellow 
.•American for the No. 1 rank- 

■ ihg. Sampras is not yet ready 
. to give up his throne and h^ 
.-linking is not at stake even if 
■Jie loses to Becker in the 

final. 

“The game needs a good 
' -nvaliy. But I didn't want to 
.lose to him twice in three 
•weeks,” said Sampras, who 
lost to Agassi last month at 
the Paris Indoor. 

'• Sampras raised his career 

■ -record against Agasa to 7-S 
' and will be the first player to 
‘ ikeep the No. 1 ranking for 

• ‘the vdiole year since Ivan 
: -Lendl in 1987. 

“I showed a bit of heart ont 
' there and I didn't quit,” he 

• said. 

Becker, a three-time 
--Wimbledon champion' who 
.'like Agassi & oii a omeback 
'-trail, nan into 'ar-rietermined 
' -Brugnera, _ a^ Spanish day- 
court specialist and Fien^ 
Open champion who has 
. raised his indoor game to new 





Andre Agassi -waves farewell wUk his towel a 
antfSnai at the ATP Tour rf»am|riwidiip5 
fAFP photo) 


hiang the 
Frankfurt 


heists. 

Although Becker at No. 5 
is ranked two placed below 
Brugnera, the Geimam is 
oonadered one of the best 
indoor players. 

But he needed all his ex- 
perience to brat Brujguera, 
who lost his fourth indoor 
semifinal of the year. The 
Spaniard wasted tbee break 
points in the ninth game of 
the second set, and dropped 
his serve in the next to ^low 
Becker to level tiie score. 

“I never recovered from 
wasting those break points, 
Bruguera said, 

Becker also shook off re- 
ported death threats. Police 
said they received two calls 
this week, tiireatening Beck- 
er and his son Noah Gabriel. 
“Such people call many 
weeks in ^ year and' I and 
other players are well pro- 
tected,” Becker said. - 

Sampras, ta^tiine^'Whnb- 
ledon diampion, overcame 
some erratic play by Himself 
and an inspired performance 
by Agassi, who pressured the 
No. 1 into munerous errors 


eariy in the matdi. 

Agassi came into the dash 
with only one loss in his last 
23 matches, after wrist 
surgery in December, Agassi. 
drc^pped to No. 32, but he 
surged back, won the U.S. 
OpCT and came here ranked 
No. 2. 

But Agassi's game col- 
lapsed in frustration after he 
lost the second set and bad a 
point penalty after several 
outbursts that could have 
even earned him a defoult 
from umpire Rudi Berger 5f 
Germany. 

“I let myself down mental- 
ly, I should have never let it 
get the best of me,” Agassi 
said of his dispute with the 
umpire. 

The dash between Agassi 
and the umpue came in the 
12tb game, when Berger 
overruled a linesman and 
gave the point to Sampras, 

= - At fs^niacmg toee 'set 
points, Ag^ was given a 
warning for verbal abuse. But 
he went on to bold ins serve 
and send the set into the 
tiebreak. 




VS 

'til 


Tci* 

ki 


JOB OPPORTUNTTIES 


A LEADING COMPANY DEAUNG WITH 
FOODSTUFF IS IN NEED OF THE FOLLOWING:- 

A) SALES SUPERVISOR 

- UMVERSny GRADUATE PREFERABLY IN BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION. 

- MINIMUM 5 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

- GOOD COMMAND OF THE ENGUSH LANGUAGE, 
FRENCH IS AN ASSET. 

- MUST OWN A CAR. 

B) ONE SALES REPRESENTATIVE 
TWO MERCHANDISERS 

- COLLEGE DEGREE 

- MINIMUM 2 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

- GOOD COMMAND OF THE ENGUSH LANGUAGE. 
-MUST OWN A CAR. 

WE ARE OFFERING AN EXCELLENT CAREER 
OPPORTUNITY, COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS. 

APPUCANTS SUBMIT C/y TO: 

THE GENERAL MANAGER 
P.O. BOX 950389 
AMMAN, JORDAN 


NEW YORK (AP) — Gab- 
riela Sabatini's giant step to- 
w^ winning the Vn^pnia 
Slims Championships got a 
little help from Kimiko 
'Date's 1^. 

Sabatim, seeking . her first 
tournament tide in 2^ years, 
grabbed a spot in tire b^-of- 
5 sets final when she out- 
lasted the eighth-seeded Date 
4-6, 64), 6-3. 

The Argentine right- 
hander will take on seventh- 
seeded Lindsay Davenport 
for the title and S2SO,000 in 
this season-ending event.' 
Davenport advanced by de- 
feating No. 5 Mary nerce 
6-3, 6-2 in Saturday’s first 
semifinaL , 

Sabatini was one oftiie> 
bright hopes on the womb's 
tennis tour. She won this 
unique 16-player tournament 
in 1988 and took the U.S. 
Opra two years later. 

While she has not won a 
major tournament since then, 
she hasn’t won a tour- 
nament of any kind since 
tbe Italian Open m may 1992. ‘ 
This is the 44th tournament 
she has played rince, and wil! 
be appearing in her eighth 
final. 

“I think tbe mental part 
has a lot to do with it,” 
Sabatini said of her winless 
streak. “Li 1900, 1 was men- 
tally very focused and I play- 
ed a great tournament, you 
know, at tbe Open when I 
won. 

‘Tedmically. today 1 think 
Fm a better player. But, of 
course, the mental part has a 
lot to do with it. If it is not 
there, I'm not there-. 

“But, talking about this 
toumament, everything is 
there mentally, physic^y, 
technically.” 

It may be prophetic that 
her first-round opixment was 
Martina Navratilova, playing 
in her final toumament be- 
fore retiring as a singles play- . 
er. 

Sabatini sent Navratilova, 
the wirmingest player of all 
'time, intb' retirement prol^ 
ably earlier tiian she expected 
or wanted. And ^batini did 
it by playing her best tennis in 
years. 

She needed to continue 
that to get past Date, who 



Japan's Kimiko Date hits a badthand during ha match at 

tile Vit^ma sums Champknidups in New York (AFP photo) 

• 

ousted third-seeded Couefaita 7),' 6-3. 

Martinez in the quarierfinal it ended a remarkable two 
round. But Date strained the days for Fernandez, a native 
quad muscle in her right leg, of Puerto Rico who now lives 
an injury that bothered the in Aspen, Colo., and 
Japanese right-hander Zvereva of Belarus, 
against Sabatini. The world’s top-ranked 

Date won the final three doubles team won tteir semi- 
games to take the first set, final match by outlasting Pat- 
breaking Sabatini in the tv Fendick and Meredith 4-6. 
eighth and 10th games. But 7^ ( 9 . 7 ), 6-2 in the semifinals 
Sabatini, cheered on by the and will meet, Novotna and 
Madison Square Garden Aiaotxa Sandiez Vicario for 
crowd of 16,838, roared this year's title. Novotna and 
throng the second set. Sanchez Vicario won the 
Davenport was aggr^ve crown in 1992. 

tom the bas^e. outhitting Arantxa Sanchez -Vicario 

^ named the offid^^rld 

In this battle of sluggers, tampion of women’s tennis 
the 6-foot-3, 18-ye^ld d<»ng out 

Davenport took control ear- 
ly. She broke Pierce in the ISJS 
fourth thm held on to 

the opening »tm 31 ^ tournament *fa 

1994 Open. She lost to Steffi 

and consequently negating 
her power. Davenport rtej? 

ped up her own pomr game, “Anybody who wins two 
ripping the ball deep and Grand Slams in a year and is 

near the lines. After Pierce numerap in a third certain- 

took a 2-1 lead, Davenport ly deserves the tide of world 
pulled even with a love ^me champion,” said Brian 
to begin a five-game run that Tobin, president of the Inter- 
carried her into the title national Tennis Federation, 
match. Sanchez Vicario earned 

Gigi Femandra ahd Nata- 'S2;f46,665 during the ycarr 
.Zvereya ■ successfully de- By^iiushing first in the Virgi- 
fend^ doubles title, de- nia Slims bonus pool in sing- 
frating Jana Novotna and les, she receiv^ $750,000, 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario, the and earned an additional 
1991 Virginia Slims Q^- ■ . $10,000 for finishing third in 
pionsbip winners, 6-3, 6-7 (4- doubles pool. 
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Tmkey’s HaQ Mottn edebrates his victory after setting a new world record at the World 
Wgjgfittiffrtng Champioiuliipfi (AFP photo) 

Bulgarian grabsS golds in weightlifting 

ISTANBUL (AP) — Bnlga- world record. the competition, broke to 

rian and Arneriran athleto American Robin Byrd, ™ 

amassed a total of five gold competing in the women’s 50 kft“»g 168 kilogranunes, thiK 

medals Saturday, the serand kflogrammes Class, became adding to hw old mark 

day of the World Weigfatlift- the first American since 1989 

ing Championships. to bag two gold medals and a ^ 

Nikolai Pesbal^ of Bui- silver- Jke 

gaiia won all three gold med- Peshalov, bolder of tbe bmed total of 303 Ura, 5.5 

als in the men’s 59 raoeram- dean and jerk, and combined 

world records coming into 


als in the men’s 59 kilQgrain- 
me category and also broke a 


FOR RENT 

Uixurious 2-storey apartment, Ameiican-style, consisting 
OT 3 bedrooms, 3 spacious receptions, dining roOTi, 4 
bathrooms, 1 kitchen and kitchenette. 4 terraces & 2 
balconies (built-in barbecue furnace), 2 fireplaces, private 
garage, maid's room w/bathroom. 

LOCATION: Shmeisani. 

H Interested, please call 60S838 


tbe competition, broke his 
own ctean and jerk record by 
lifting 168 kilogrammes, thns 
adding to his old mark 
anotiier half a kilo (1 pound). 

Peshalov lifted 1^ kilos in 
the snatch event for a com- 
bined total of 303 kilos, 5.5 
kilos more than second place 
Hafiz Snleymanoglu of Tnr- 
key* 

&krlier, Byrd finished with 
a combined total of 175 kilos 
in the women’s snatch, and 
clean and jerk events, 10 
kilos more than second-place 
finisher. 

Before Byrd, Kaiyn Mar- 
sbalJ was the last American to 
win a gold in 1989 in an 
international weightlifting 
Dompetition in Mandiester, 


AM 



CAN FURN 
WANTED 





American-made furniture consisting of bed- 
room, dining room, buffet, saion set. 

Tei.: 829306 


FURNISHED OFFICE FOR SALE 

A commercial office in one of the main commercial 
centres in Ai-AbdaJi. Centra) heating, central air- 
conditioning, new furniture, teiephone line, telex 
line, area 35 sq.m., car parking is available. 
Must see to appreciate. 

' Call 652551 


VILLA FOR 
RENT 

Furnished, 3 bed- 
rooms, large salon, 
living room, 3 baths. 
260 sq.m.^. Tel. & 
larga garden. 

JD 8,000 yearly. 

Al Khawaja Real Estate. 
Tel.: 694765 - 827371 
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Baggio advocates Trapattonl as Italian boss 

ROME (AFP) — Roberto Ba^o called for Bayern 
Mnmcfa coach Giovanni Trapattc»ii to replace Italian coach 
Aixigo Saachi in tbe wake oi Wednesday's 2 p 1 borne loss to • 
Croatia. The 1993 FIFA worid footballer of the year Krfd 
Italian press: “Saachi did not succeed in doing what he 
promised and the supporteis were very disappwniea 
because they were exp^ng another spectacle, ‘in my 
opinion, Trapattoni is the man for the job, even if a auh 
coach can have difficulties running a national team. 

Ivanisevic suspended for 2 months 

FRANKFURT (AP) — Goran Ivanisevic has become the 
first j^yer to be suspended from the ATP T<w 
received a two-month ban because of 
code of conduct vioLaiions. The susj»nsion «qnr« ih y 

before the start of the Australian Open, the fiiStGrand 

Slam tournament of the year *n 5!? i?TP ToS 

January. In a statement released Sanir^y at A ur 

Worid Championship, the tour saidfoe ban 

day. Ivanesevic, No. 4 in the w>rld. 

accumulating $10,000 or more in 

year in a row he has exceeded the SIO.OOT 

with a volatile temper went over the limit he ^ 

fined at the Paris Open in Clctober. r«^wcd a^^ 

fine Friday for swearing at alin^omp durin^w »raifinm 

loss to Pete Sampr^. and ATP offiaals said this when he 

went over the limit.- 

Cpmacho -outclassed by ‘The Eteast 

PRETORIA (AFP) -r-. South 'African Vyuani “The Beast 
Bongu outdased Puerto* Rican Felix Can^o if/®™ jM® 
IBF world junior featherweight title Satu^y. M^ong his 
first defenre of tbe title he took from Amcncan t^nnedy 
McKinney here three months ago, Bungu won comfortably 

on points over 12 rounds. 

Baseball talks halted for 10 days 

WASHING-rON(AFP) — Negotiations between strildng 
Major League baseball players and team owners were 
halted for 10 days Saturday so the union can scrutinise a 
new salary tax proposal from owners. The plsn s presenta- 
tion and a frank discussion of long-known differences were 
an took place in three days of talks that will resume 
November 28 or 29 after tbe U.S. Thanksgiving holiday. 
-The tax plan would force teams with player salaries over 
the league average, $36 million for this past season, to pay 
a penalty that would provide extra money for teams at the 
low end of the revenue-salary scale. 

lAAF criticise Norwegian sports authorities 

LONDON (R) — The International Amateur Athletic 
Federation (lAAF) criticised the Norwegian Sports Asso- 
ciation (NIF) Saturday for clearing sprinter Aham Okeke 
of drugs offences and said be was still liable to a life ban if 
he infring ed again. Okeke was banned from competition 
for three months after testing positive for the stimulant 
pseudoephedrine at the Stockholm Grand Prix July 12. The 
legal committee of the Norwegian Sports Association 
(NIF) Friday deared Okede, saying it had no doubt that he 
had test^ poative but rul^ that be had not taken the 
drugs wOfriUy to enhance his performance. 

China eddies Russia in gymnastics 

DORTMUND — A biilliaiit performance by Huang 
Huadong on tiie'jfommel horse ''^turday helped China 
edge Russia to win tiie men’s title at tbe C^rmnastic World 
Team Championships. China and Russia turned foe meet- 
ing of the world’s tc^ gymnastic powers into a two-country 
duel that wasn’t deaded until the evening’s final routines, 
'^e Asian power finished at 283.^3 points, shading 
siiver-med^ist Russia at 282.158. Uraine won bronze at 
281.086, winning out against Belarus and Germany. Japan, 
third at the 1992 Olympics, was a distant sixth. Hnadong’s 
dazzling routine, for wmch be won gold at the recent Asian 
Gamra, led to wild cheers from his teammates after be 
s^k' a perfect dismount. The judges awarded him the 
highest score for any routine of the evening at 9.837. 

Trinidad and Tobago spoils U.Sb anniversary 

TORT OF SPAIN (AFP) — Leonson Lewis spoiled a U.S. 
^opall anniversary celebration Saturday* soaring in tbe 
35th tninnte to gve Trinidad and Tobago a 1-0 triumph 
over this year’s Worid Cup hosts. The friendly match came 
five years after a 1-0 victory over Trinidad and 
Tobago srat the U.S. team into tbe 1990 World Cup finals 
m Italy. Tte loss was the second disappointment for the 

the W<^d Cup. The U.S. team was 
blam^ 24) by England m Wembley Stadium. U.S- players 
reached foe final 16 at the Worid Cup. ^ ^ 

Schumacher Jr. can’t match Michael 

— Rf* SAumacher of Gemiany couU 
not Jus FomiiUa One worid champion brother 
^diael» he came in fourth in. Sunday's Marau Formula 

Schumacher, drhing a Dallara, was’ 
15.58 sec befond foe surpnse winner, Sascha Maassen of 
^rmany, wb^j^ be^n ISth on the grid. Maassen 25 
also dnvmg a Dallara, timed Ihr 6min 3.75 sec tol^t rS 
KevBn ^ Englmnl. 3.3slc SS 

£de^^"““ Derannrk thiid, 6.4Ssec bSimd^ 


^ FOR SALE 

DUTY UNPAID VOLVO 760 GLE 

1^983 ir^el, 28M CC. V6 fully equipped, silver 
blue velour intenor, automatic with A/C. 

Interested, please call 642260 /M 2343 



REGISTER NOW 

SECRETARIAL STUDIES. - ENGLISH LANGUACP 
BUSINESS ENGUSH. - KEYBOARDING^ 
RECEPTION / TELEPHONE TECHNIQUES. 

COMPUTING 

SPREADSHEETS. - WORDPROCESSING. 

- DATABASE. _ DESKTOP PUBLISHING. 

CUSTOM DESIGNED COURSES 
FOR COMPANIES 

BRITISH qualifications 

PITMAN, RSA. T .r nf 

tUVW rfJB VIVTT^’^JIU .t.'S~^ 
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Egorova 

wins 

Tokyo 

Marathon 

TOKYO fR> — Valentine 
Egorova of Russia spurted in 
the last » kilometres to win 
the Tokyo International 
Women’s marathon in two 
hours, 30 minutes and 9 
second Sunday. 

*T am really glad to win the 
race,” said the 30-year-oId 
Egorova, gold medalist in the 
Bai^ona OlymfHcs. 

The race ^ off to a slow 
start althot^ Carole RouU- 
iaid of Canada and Silvana 
Pereira of Brazil pulled away 
from the leading pack soon 
afto leaving the stadium. 

The two ran neck-tO'neck, 
ejcteading their lead over 
o^r runners indudnig Egor> 
ova. 

The pack of eig^t runners, 
indudnig Egorova, caught up 
widi the top two runners 
^ortW after clearing the 
21.09>km halfway maro. 

Egorova, who set the 
world's fifth fastest time of 
2:^.J3 by finishing second in 
laA April's Boston 
Marathon, pulled away at 
%.6-km ma^. 



Barcdona Olympic ctaampion Valentma ^orova oS 
Russia raises her arms as die crosses a finish line in 
the Tokyo women’s marathon for the second year 
running (AFP photo) 
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Celtics 
defeat 
Bullets 
in final 
second 


k. 
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LANDOVER, Maryland (R) 
-.=■ Dee Brown sank a pair of 
hee throws with 1.6 seconds 
kftto'^1 the Bullet debuts 
of Quis Webber and Juwon 
Howard and gjve the Boston 
Utics a 103-102 victory over 
Wffibington Sanity. 

Ctilbert Cheaney bit a jum- 
per horn the key with 1.6 
second left to give Washing- 
ion s 102-101 lead, but Rex 
Cfiapman was whistled a 
Uol^g foul a^nst Brown 
at.tfae same time, giving him 
the chance to tie am win the 
jame at the line. 

Brown led Boston with. 22 
points while Dominique \Vil- 
nits and Dino radja each had 
21. Chapman scored 19 for 
Washing^. 

In Denver, Hakeem Ola- 
jdwon scored 26 points and 
reserve Sam Cassell added 22 
as Ac Houston Rockets re- 
. I > ' ArH< inaiDed unbeaten with a 109- 

d $P0i*9 3nnl^c.^ iQj ^ Qvicr the underman- 

ned Denver Nuggets. 
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RuSBia in gymnastics 
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Atlanta Hawks Stacey Angmonfemtne) tries to slip rtimngh 
New York Kni^ Charles Oal^ 0^) and John Starks 
(right) to get to the badeet (AFP photo) 

Larxy Brown. “The most sig- In Milwaukee, Gary 
nific^t thing tonight was to Payton scored 2S points and 
see us play two great teams Sam FOridns keyed a 20-6 
back-to-back and win.” Soaics nm that bridged the 
Alonzo Mourning led the lirst and second quarters as 
Hornets with 19 points and 11 ' Seattle salvaged the finale of 
rebounds, but committed a ftnir-game road trip with a 
eight turnovers. 120-96 rout of the Bucks. 
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fi«r Jr. C#n'l match Misfi* 
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The defending champion 
Rodtets, who tied an f^A 
record by winning their first 
IS ^mes last season, im- 
proi^ to 9-0. 

Reggie Williams scored 26 
points and Bryant Stith net- 
ted 2S for the NuKets, who 
lost their scconin straight 
game after winning four in a 
row. 

At Golden State, Latrell 
Sprewell scored 39 points and 
Tnn Hardaway added 26 as 
the s tre a k i ng Warriors held 
bn for a 119-llS victory over 
the Utah Jazz. 

lUcky Pierce chipped in 
with 21 for the Warriors, who 
are off to their best start ever 
after eight ^mes at 7-1. 

Tom Gumiotta, nlio came 
to the Warriors in a trade for 
Chris Webber, scored only 
Aree ptnnts in 21 minutes on 
1-of-S shooting from the 
field. 

Kari Malone scored 32 
points, Jeff Homacek had 24 
and John Stockton oontxi- 
.buted 23 for Utah, which fell 
to 4.5. 

In New York, Charles 
SmiA scored 24 points and 
teamed with Herb Williams 
to lead a f^-quarter explo- 
:'fion as the Knidcs overcame 
' Ae absence of ah-sxar centre 
' Patridc Ewing to record a 
. 92-79 victory over the Atlan- 
..ta Hawks. 

. In Chariotte, the Indiana 
took charge just be- 
_ and then after the half of 
their way to a 102-^ visitor's 
)^ctory over the Hornets. 

“We played a complete 
game,” said Pacers coach 







GOREN BRIDGE 




Wrm OMAR SHARIF 
a TANNAH HIRSCH 

rin3 TnSsAto Mute 


HASTE MAKES WASTE 


WEST 

♦ 3 

r 10 a 7 » 

V A87 
« J 10 9 4 2 


Both k-uloersble. North deabi 
NORTH 
J62 
C A K Q 4 
K 10 
^K83 

EAST 
♦ A84 
r J962 
: Q 9 5 4 
9 A 7 
SOUTH 
^ Q 10 0 7 6 
5 

C J 6 3 2 
*Q 6 5 . 

The bidding 

North Eut South West 

1 9 Pus 1 ♦ Pus 

4 9 Pub Pau Pus 

Opening leSd: Jack of # 
li‘fi easy to play quickly, but not 
necessarily advis^db A Wdl-knowu 
pla>'er fell ^nctim to itchy futgers on 
this deal from a toumameot aboard 
the Atj. ^/no/ i'iku^g SiM*s trans- 
Aclantic cruise. 

Tbe Bwtjon was nmtise. Whh a 
19 hiah-card-point hand and fbur^ 
card tnimp support. North had no 
praUem in raising South's one- 


Spaur na|KUlMg to a&ilaS. 

West led the tg^ of the liub se- 
quence andi after a momenrs reflec- 
tion, East rose with the ace and 
returned a dob. Declarer won in 
dummy and led a liump. East shot 
up wi^ the ace, shifted to a dia- 
mond and West used the diamond 
entry to switch bock to dubs for 
to ruff- Down one. 

Dedarer apologized she^isldy U) 
paituar, admittuig to be guBcy cf a 
simple error of omission. Here was 
DO ruah to draw uumpa. The first 
order of basmesa waa to pmea 
against a dub ruff. 

That could be accompGahed ead- 
ly enough. After wirming the second 
dub dedarer should have cashed 
two top hearts, dSacaxtSng a dub 
from hand on the secOM That 
would have tapped the defenders' 


No matter which defender later 
wins the first trump, declarer win be 
able to mff the next dub bid^ in 
hand. All that would then temaiii 
would be to guess the diamoodpo^ 
tion (not cmficult once East turns 
up with the other two aces) 

to bring home the game. 


FOR RENT 

UNFURNISHED OR FURNISHED 

Semi-villa, 327m^. 3 bedrooms, one master, with built-in 
cabinets. 3 bathrooms. 2 salons and dining, a large siAng 
room with built-in library, separate entrance, garden and 

telephone. 

Please call 614597 


United go top as Newcastle crash; PSG advance 



LONDON (AFP) — Cham- 
pions Manchester United 
went top of the En gKsh Pre- 

miexsbip for tbe fiist time this 

season after a comfntable 
■3-0 victory over Crystal 
Palace to replace Newrastle 
vdio supped imo third 
aftera >2 defeat at ^^ble- 
don. 

First-half goals from Denis 
Irwin and Enc Cantona and a 
second half strike Andrei 
Kancheiskis made it ei^ 
home league wins in a row for 
Alex Ferguson's side and 
cook their Old Trafford goaJs 
aggregate to 20 wito none 
conceded. 

Ferguson expired deU^ 
at the way his side, conUon- 
ing youngsters Gary Neville 
and Simon Davies, had per- 
formed against Alan Smith's 
team, saying: 

“We fid really well and 
some of our football was ter- 
rific. They gave us a few 
worrying moments because 
they’re an aggressive and 
bad a go but once we got Ae 
second, fiat killed them off.” 

Newcastle were toppled 
from pole position as Aey 
once again fell at Wimbledon 
in an amazing game at 
SeAurst Park. 

Kevin Keegan's team have 
never won away against 
Wimbledon and the luck was 
against Aem again even 
though goals from Beter 
Beardsley and Paul Khson 
hauled Aem t^k to 2-2 after 
going behind it strikes from 
Andy Qarke fand Efan Eko- 
ku. 

Even against 10 men Aey 
were unable to snatch a point 
as_ Wmbledon sealed their 
Aird win in their last four 
League matcAes with a }^ck 
Harford header to climb dear 
of trouble despite having 
skipper Vhmie Jones sent off 
for a second bookable off- 
ence. 

In-fbnn Bladcburn moved 
into second spot wiA a 3-1 
rictoiy at Ips^ch wiA goals 
from Alan Shearer, ^ris 
Sutton and Tim Sherwood. 

Ipswidi player-coach John 
Wark criticised his flayers 
after the defeat, saying: 
“Bladtbuin could have bw 
five and were taking Ae 
mickey at Ae end. That's 
what disappoints us most of 
all.” 

Gerry Frands could not 
have got off to a more drama- 
tic start in his hew job as 
manager of Tottenham Hots- 
pur as he watched his side 
cancel out a 34) deficit only to 
see Aston Villa grab all Ae 
points whh a Dean Saunders 
goal in Ae dying seconds. 

The former QPR mana 
was dearly disappointed 


* 



Tottenham Qtilspm^ star GeniiaD~stE3cm?' — dnzms *hgh* Praniarsloii i»atoh Ntw. l9 (AFP 
Jnrgm Klinsmann (xlglit) beats Aston Wlla’s lAoto) 
deUmder Punl McG^ A to the baD in piM lUr 
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Ae result, saying: Football 
can be so crael. 1 Aougbt we 
could have gone on to win the 
game but Aen Dean Saun- 
ders got a wonder-goal leav- « 
ing us wiA noA^.” 

Francis, appointed as 
^niis boss Tuesday, could 
hardly believe it as Villa 
looked set for their first win 
ten games as they centred 
into a 3-0 lead in just 27 
minutes wiA goals fr^ Da- 
lian Atkinson and two from 
youngster Graham Fenton. 

Spurs rallied wiA a goal by 
Teddy Sfaeringham before 
Ae interval and completed a 
remarkable comeback when 
German star Jurgen Klins- 
maim riotted a penalty Aort- 
ly after Ae break before stab- 
Iting home his second 20 mi- 
nfites later. 

Francis’ old club QPR pro- 
vided new manager Ray Wil- 
kins wiA the perfect start to 
his tenure as they defeated 
Leeds 3-2 with England strik- 
er Les Ferdinand, who only 
pass^ a Late fitness test, 
scoring twice. 

Qearly delighted wiA a 
debut victory, Vfilldns con- 
firmed Aat Ferdinand was 
happy to remain at Loftus 
Ro^ d£^te recent, specula- 
tion linking him whh possible 
moves to Aisenal/V 

spoke to him for five 
minutes. He’s perfectly hap- 
py to be here," said )^kins. 

Bruce Grobbelaar survived 
a potentially traumatic ordeal 
to keep a dean sheet — 
thanks largely to a Paul Dick- 
ov penalty miss for Arsenal 


FOR RENT (3** 


I 


— as SouAampton ended a 
run of ax games without a 
win couTtesy of Jim Magil- 
ton's first goal for the dob. 

Grobbelaar, cheered on 
and off the p4tdi by S^ts 
fans in his first gatne bade in 
EnglarKf since bribery and 
matdi-fixiDg allegations were 
made against him, played a 
frill part in the success. 

Nottin^am Forest,, who 
were top of the table at one 
stage this season, were 
beaten 1-0 at home by 
Cbelsea and have now taken 

g st one point from their last 
ur games, failing to score in 
any of them. 

But gaolkeeper Mark 
Crossley refuted suggestions 
that the Forest bubble had 
burst, saying: “We’re not 
having mudi luck at the mo- 
ment, but we will bounce 
back because we've ^ot so 
many talented players in the 
side.” 

Romanian international 
Dan Petrescu’s 28A minute 
wiiuteT took the pressure off 
Sheffield Wedne^y, whose 
1-0 victoiy was Aeir first 
League wm in five gam^. 

A goal from American 
winger Cob i^J ones ^gave 
Coventry a 1-0 wm over Nor- 
wich. 

PSG move dosa* 
to leaders Nantes 

In Paris, Paris Saint Ger- 
main gained ground on 
French leagne lexers Nantes 
as Aey beat St. Etienne 3-1. 

It was PSG’s fourA away 
win in a row, and completed 
mthout infliiential Brazilians 
Ricardo and Valdo, plus 
French international snwer 
David (jinola. 


Nantes, wiAout injured 
Rcynald Pedros, could only 
iisvti 0-0 at home to Bastia, 
cutting Aeir lead from six to 
four pfints. 

Howevm-, St. Etienne vir- 
tually controlled the whole 
oftbe first half, but PSG still 
managed to lead 2-1 at Ae 
intend. 

St. Btierme opened Ae 
scoring through defender 
Patrick Moreau, who beat 
keeper Bernard Lama from 
dose in after a corner on 35 
minutes. However Etienne 
ceaefa Ehe Baup Aen watch- 
ed his side conc^e two goals 
from dead ball kicks in Ae 
space of five minutes. 

First Paul Le Guen scored 
straight from a corner in Ae 
39th minute, and Alain 
Roche beat Gregory Coupet 
from a Daniel Bravo corner 
just before Ae interval. 

Before Ae match, about 
1(X) Paris Saint Germain sup- 
porters attacked 80 of Aeir 
opporite numbers wiA iron 
ten in St. Etienne town cen- 
tre, said polioe. 

Barnard Vale^, in charge 
ofmatdi security, reported at 
least one serious injury, and 
13 arrests. 

- Nantes' trio Patrice Loko, 
JeanrMicbel Ferri and Nico- 
las Onedec made continual 
sorties on Bastia’s goal, but 
could not breach Aeir rock- 
Uke defence. 

Nantes could even have 
lost the game as Bastia began 
to expose £^ps at Ae back. 
Stephane 2ani even hit Ae 
left-hand po^ of Dominique 
Casagrante in Ae 24A mi- 
nute. 

Casagrande again was in 
dnager three minutes before 


time, but be took Ae ban 
from Ae feet of Bastia striker 
Anton Drobnjak. Bastia’s 
CyriUe Rool was sent in 
Ae last minute. 

Cannes retained And spot 
wiA a creditable 0-0 draV at 
Monaco. Lyon, who play, at 
Strasbourg on Sunday, ^>e- 
main in fourth place, ^r- 
deaux beat Lille 1-0 thAiigh 
an early Laurent Foster 
goal, before boA teams Were 
reduced to 10 men. ' ^ 

Lille’s Fabien Lederc was 
sent off in the 49A mtntite, 
and Bordeaux's Difier ^nac 
foDowed his footsteps in the 
69A minute. 

9 

Dortmimd lose 100*. 

po* coat home reccM 

% 

In Bonn, Borussia Dort- 
mund lost their 100 per cent 
home record as Aey -were 
held 1-1 against Freilnirg 
Saturday to cut Aeir German 
championship lead to just 
two Joints from Werder Bre- 
men. 

Bremen won 3-1 at Uerd- 
higen, including two goals 
from man of Ae match Mario 
JBasler. 

Dortmund keeper Ste^ 
Klos had not conceded a goal 
at home all season till Ralf 
Kohl’s 76A minute strike, 
cancelling out Andreas Moel- 
ler’s opener on Ae hour. 
Klc» had gone 546 minutes 
wiAout leAng in a goal.: 

Bayern Munich were lead- 
ing 2-1 at Karlsruhe wiA tivo 
minutes to so. But then 
Eberhard Cari equalised for 
Karlsruhe, and Munich’s 
Samuel Kuffour of Ghana 
and Markus Schupp were 
boA sent off for profession^ 
fouls. Worse still, the misde- 
meanors were in front of 
Franz Beckenbauer, watch- 
ing his first match as Bayern 
club president. 

Muiuch are in eighA place, 
six points from l^ztmund. 

Borussia Moenchenglad- 
bach_ held on to third spot, 
despite failing at Eintracht 
Frankfurt through goals from 
Ghanaian AnAony Yeboah 
and Nigeria’s Augustine 
Okocha. Heiko HetrlKA bit a 
consolation for Boriossia ..in 
Ae last minute. 

Swfr^l^d’s Griacp Sfor- 
za's last minute - for 
Kaiseriauteni against M5V 
Duisbnrg shot them four 
places up Ae table to fourA 
spot. . 

to 

Jorg Albeitz's late equalis- 
er for Hamburg in a 1-1 draw 
at Cologne Friday could^ot 
prevent Aem failing from 
fourA A fifth spot. And ti^ 
smne night, midtable Sch aiit^ 
04 had Ae performance ^ 
Ae week to thrash Dynamb 
Dresden 4-0. ‘ 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

fr Studio of one bedroexn. K & B. 
frOne bedroom Irving room K & B. 
frlwo bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet 3rd & 4A Circles. 

Owner Tel.: 667882/642351 


-LundjHm^^ 

A good tactic for your Business Lunch 

- It's dkractmg ! 
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New Voucher Pian 
Nowits more within your reach: 

Lunch ; JD8:00(+) JD 10HU){+) Rsh JD 12:001+) 
Dinner :JD 0:00(++) JD 10:00(‘H-) Fish JD 12.*00(++) 

Sweifiyeh - 8639>44 









'ftHK assuKance op aurheimciTy 
" Und The highesr 0ULiiTy 
inJ^eK^anian cKaprsajanshp 
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THE JORDAN DEKIGN AND TRADE CENTRE 

Noor Al-Hussein Fuundaiioii 
Off the Wadi Saqra Hoad 
Between Safeway i£ King Abdullah Gardens 
Open Sat. - Thnrs., 9:00 ajn. - 7:00 pan. Tel. S99141 / 699142 
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Oneraa Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 69923S 

PLAZA 

Onerna Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 61S274 - 61827S 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

NabO Al Masiilni Theatre 

NaJu'l & Hisham's Tel.: 67^155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

• 

The film which won 
seven Oscars 

IN THE NAME OF 

THE FATHER 

SbowK 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. &30. 10:45 

• 

Eric Roberts & Jeff 
Fahey 
in 

FREESALL 

Shows: 12J0. 3:30. S:00. &30. &30. 10:30 

CONCORD 

In The Line Of Fire 

SboiHs: 12:30. 3:30. 6:00. 8:IS. IO-.30 

CONCORD *2’ 
SPEED 

Shows: 3;1S. 5:10 

Presents 

* Water is a Gift of Ufe” 

A .family and children play pro- 
dLK^ and directed by: 

Akram Abul Ragheb 

Dally at 10 a.m. 

The Arabic Movie 

The Immigrant 

Show: 12:30. 3:30. &I5. 8:30. 10:30 

.Announces a ton^porary 
suspension of the per- 
formance 

Qirbeh Makhzouqa 

‘^Punctured Bag*’ 

We will announce the re- , 
sumption of the play in 
Its* new form later on. 

{presents: 

The political satire; 

Al Salem Ya 

Dally at 8-.30 p.m. 

Saturday A Sunday la .tt 
theatre^s hoHday,. 
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TIGHTENING POSTS: Israeli soldiers ^ Palestinian 
police reorganise and strengthen the Israeli position in the 
Nezarim junction in central Gaza Strip jnst before dawn 
Saturday. A few hours later, a Palestinian car stopped near 
from where the picture is taken and opened on the 


position. One Israefi oCBcer was wounded and later died in 
hospital. He was from the same unit that last week lost three 
officers in a suicide attack on the position. Hie Idamic 
Aindamentalist Hawms claimed responsibility for this last 
attadc <AFP photo) (see page one) 


Lebanese Christians denounce Geagea trial 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese 
Christian comtnentatois de- 
nounced the minder trial of 
former Christian warlord 
Samir Geagea on Sunday as a 
political manocDvre against 
their weakened community. 

A newspafKr editor said 
the trial, which opened on 
Saturday and is seen as one of 
die most important in Leba- 
non's history, must not be 
allowed to become a show 
trial like the 1950s stalinist 
trials in Eastern Europe. 

Another columnist accused 
the Syrian-backed govern- 
ment of continuing by other 
means the 1975-90 civil war 
from which the once- 
dommant Christian minority 
emerged weakened and sub- 
orthnated. 


Mr. Geagea, 42-year-old 
[-leader of the disbanded 


ex-leader of the disbanded 
Lebanese Force (XIO militia, 
is accused of a February 
churdi bombing that killed 11 
worsihij^rs mid the 1990 
murde^ of a Christian rival 


and his family. 

“The overwhelming major- 
ity of citizens firmly believe 
that Geagea — the only 
Christian chief still in the 
country who has not toed the 
government l^e — is the 
victim of an implacable poli- 
tical manoeuvre," wrote Issa 
Goraieb, editor of the 
French-language newspaper 
^Orien^■Iie Jour. 

**We hasten to emphasise 
what for us — because we will 
never allow Beirut to become 
the Prague of the 1950s — 
eveiyone aocosed is innooeat tm- 
til proved guilty,’' Mr. 
Goraieb added. 

Supporters outside the 
court asked why Mr. Geagea 
was on trial whUe leaders of 
other sectarian militias hold 
high political office. 

“Is it fair that Geagea 
stands trial while (NABl^ 
Beni is speaker of parlia- 
ment? a~Geag^ supporter 
asked. Mr. Bern headed the 
Shiite Muslim Amal militia 


during the war. 

Rafik Kbouiy, commenta- 
tor for the Arabic-language 
daily A1 Anwar, said the gov- 
ernment had failed to achieve 
national reconciliation or a 
Muslim-Christlan poliltical 
balance since tiie war. 


“The Lebanese situation 
seems to be a continuation of 
the war by other means ... 
while people wait for the final 
word from tbe court, they 
will keep asking whether the 
authorities have resolved a 
problem or created a prob- 
lem.” Mr. lUioury said. 


Mr. Gea^ is the only one 
of the Muslim, Christian and 
Dnize chieftains of the dvil 
wm to go on trial. 

' Before his arrest in March 
he saw himself as the tough- 
est opponent of the goveni- 
ment and the continued pre- 
sence of 35,000 Syrian troops 
in Lebanon, whom many 
l^banese see as depriving 
their countiy of its independ- 


ence. 

Mr. Goraieb pointed out 
that aatborities outiawed the 
Lebanese Forces b^ decree in 
kterch without waiting for a 
court ruling on the two cases. 
Mr. Geagea had turned the 
LF into a political party in 
1991. 

Mr. Goraieb asked why 
authorities were trying Mr. 
G^ea while forgetting ^ 
string of unresolved political 
assassinations not covered 
a 1991 amnesty' for dvil war 
crimes. 

They included tbe 1978 
murder of Christian chieftmn 
Tony Franqieb and the killing 
of Flesident Bashir Gemayel 
in 1982, President Rene 
Moawad in 1990 and Prime 
Minister Rasltid Kaiameh In 
1987. 

Some ministers in the gov- 
ernment “trembled” when 
the Franqieb case was recent- 
ly opened before it was sud- 
denly closed again,*' Mr. 
Goraieb wrote. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


m 

Rains expected in Jordan 


Israeli soldier wounded in attack 



AMMAN (J.T.) — A spokesman for tibe Meteorology 
Department said Sunday a deep depression now centred 
over the northern Egyptian coasts accompanied by a cold 
air mass will start asiecting tbe countiy as of Monday 
morning, causing fresh winds and heavy rainfall. The 
sources warn^ of poor visibility, particularlY in the 
^uthein and eastern regions, and possible fioods in vaUeys 
and low-lying areas. 


Sampras wins ATP tour final 


FRANKFURT (AFP) — Pete Sampras can buy the turkey 
for next week's American Thanksgiving holiday celebra- 
tions afrer winning a second career title on Sunday at tbe S3 
million ATP tour final and collecting the champion’s 
cheque of S1.2 million. Tbe 23-year-old world numter one 
— the first man to hold the top spot for an entire calendar 
war since Ivan Lendl in 1987 — dashed the hopes of Boris 
Becker in front of 9,(XX) German fans with a 4^, 6-3, 7-5, 
6-4 win. Sunday's cheque took his earnings for the year to 
S3.6 million. It was a rewarding finish to the year for 
S^pras who was forced out of competition for several 
weete late in the summer because of ankle tendon 
problems (see inskle). 


MARJAYOUN (AP) — Guerrillas ambushed an Israeli 
patrol near tbe Crusader-built Beaufort Castle in Sonth 
Lebanon Sunday. Security sources said one Israeli soldier 
was .wounded. Tbe Lebanese sources, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity in an enclave Israel occupies in South 
Lebanon, said ^ attack was mounted by Ifizboilah 
guerrillas while the patrol reconnoitered near the hilltop 
fonres at 7 a.m. (0^ GMT). The attackers blasted the 
medianised patrol at close range with Sagger missiles, 
shoulder-fired rocket-propelled grenades and madiine- 
guns, tbe sources said. 


Syrian ship sinks in stormy sea 


ATHENS (AP) — A small Syrian ship carrying a cargo of 
salt sank in a storm off Greece’s Cape Maleas on Sun<^y 
and nearby ships were picking up its 10 crewmen who 
in the sea, tbe Meiraant Marine Ministry said. Tte 
motorship I^^d H. sank at 11 JO a.m. (09^ GMT) whfle 
six miles noi^east of the cape on the Pelopomiesus 
peninsula, a spokesman said. He said that neart^ ships had 
picked up one roan and were trying to reach another ^o 
was in the water with a life jacket. Another eig^t crew men 
were reported to be in a life raft, be said. 


Oman appoints two women to council 


MUSCAT (R) — Oman’s ruler Sultan Qaboos on Sunday 
appointed two women to the country's consultative council. 
He published a decree appointing radio news presenter 
T^yyabe Bint Mohammad Ben R^bid A1 Maawali and 
Shttkur Bint Mohammad Ben Salem A1 Chamari to the 
consultative Shura Council. The two women were nomin- 
ated in elections last August from Muscat’s provinces. 
Women’s participation intbe vote and their right to be 
.Dominated is limited to the -capital’s six provinces. 


Egyptian politician comes out of hiding 

CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian politician thrown out of 
parliament ^ corruption earUer this year has reappeared 
after eight months in bidding, security sources said on 
Sunday. Tauffik Zaghloul, who was independent member 
of parliament for the Nile Delta constituency of A1 Santa, 


handed himself in to ^iice headquarters in the nearby 
town of Tanta on Saturmv and is now in iail. thev said. Mr. 


Quake hits northeast Syria — monitors 


ANKARA (R) — A strong earthquake hit northeast Syria 
on Sunday and was felt in four provinces of Turkey, 
Turkish monitors reported. There was no immediate word 
in Damascus of casualties or damage. Officials at Bosphor- 
us Univeristy told Turkey’s Anatolian news agency ffie 
earthquake was centred 500 kilometres south of their 
moniroring station in the Turkish city of Eizincan. 'The 
Turkish monitors measured it at 5.0 on the Richter scale — 
powerful enough to cause heavy damage in a populated 
area. 


town of Tanta on Saturday and is now in jail, they said. Mr. 
Zaghloul disappeared on March 23, the day a court 
sentenced him to three years in jaO for wasting public 
money and accepting a 5,000 pound ($1 JOO) bribe. The 
court in Tantak found him guil^ of accepting the bribe in 
return for awarding a contract with a public sector company 
wfaidi he chaired. Parliament expelled him on hforch 30. 
The sources did not say where Mr. 21a£bloal had been 
hiding. 


Egyptian farmer killed to avenge shooting 


ASSTUT (R) — Gunmen shot dead a farmer in southern 
Egypt in an apparent revenge attack for the killing of a 
m^ue caretaker by susp^ed militanis, security sources 
said on Sunday. They said 'All Eid, father of wanted 


Mubarak begins Europe visit 


militant Ahmad All Eid, was shot dead by gunmen thought 
to be relatives of Farrae Taha, who was toUed on Saturdav 


LONDON (AP) — President Hosni Mubarak reviewed the 
Middle East peace proo^ with an envoy of King Hassan of 
Morocco, then arrived in London for a week-long trip to 
Europe. Mr. Mubarak, who was given a red-carpet 
meeting at London's Heathrow airport by British Foreign 
Office offidals. will also visit Italy, Romania . and Poland. 
The aim is to increase trade ties with the European nations 
and seek investments to support Egypt’s economic reform 
'programme. Foreign Minister Amr Musa said. 


to be relatives of Farrag Taha, who was kified on Saturday 
at the Zawiyya mosque in Tanda. 250 kilometies south of 
Cairo. Tbe Mosque, once run by tbe militant A1 Gama'a A1 
Islaroilyah (Islamic Group), was recently tidcen over by the 
Ministry of Religious Affiairs. Three suspected Gama’a 
gunmen stormed it on Saturday, kflling Taha and wo unding 
another man before fleeing. The sources said the men who 
killed Ali Eid struck on Saturday morning about three 
hours after the mosque attack, aU escaped. It was not dear 
wiiecher his son had taken pan in the mosque raid. 


European Community gives $12m to PNA 


Yemen embassies to have 7 diplomats 


GA21A CITY (AFP) — The Europe Community has 
signed a S12-millioii a^eement with the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNiV rehabifitation of freed 

prisoners, the social welfare minister said Sunday. Intissar 
A1 Wazir said tbe funds were expected to be released in 
three weeks. “The agreement signed is for training, 
rehabilitation and small projects," she told AFP. She said 
about 6,000 Palestinian prisoners have been released from 
Israeli jails, in accoroance with the autonomy deal. 
Another 7,000 are also to be released under the deal. 


ADEN ( AP) — Yemen is limiting the number of diplomats 
serving at each of its missions abroad to a maxinmm of 
seven under austerity measures introduced after tbe dvil 
war. a foreign ministry offidal said. Most of tbe embassies 
win now have between three and six diplomats. Tbe bigger 
ones will be aUowed seven diplomats, said the offidal. He 
said up to 15 diplomats were serving in some of the more 
important embassies. Although financ ial reasons were 
dtra as the main cause for the reduction in foe number of 
diplomats, the move also was expected to help Sanaa purge 
its missions of southern Yemenis. 


Shipment of Jordanian 


tomatoes enters Israel 


By P.V. Vlvdcanand 
jQvdan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A five-tonne 
consignment of Jordanian 
tomatoes entered Israel on 
Sunday after successfully pas- 
sing quality controf and ^ped- 
fication tests on both sides, 
clearing the way for larger 
consign mems ordered by 
Isaeli importers, senior offi- 
dals said. 

The shipment, which was 
sent across tbe River Jordan 
Bridge in the north, was the 
first Jordanian export to 
Israel and follows the signing 
of a peace treaty between the 
two countries last month. 

Several hundred tonnes of 
tomatoes, which are in sbon 


supply m Israel, are expected 
to follow in the next weeks. 


said Salem AI Lawzi, 
director-general of the stale- 
run Jordan Agricultural 
Marketing Organisation 
(AMO). 


The first shipment was 
sorted, graded and packed at 
the government-owned Agri- 
cultmal Meeting and Pro- 
cessing Company (AMPCO) 
in the Joid^ Valley, ssud 
Abdul Rahman Abn Nowm, 
marketing and indus^al 
manager of the company. 

fo interviews with the Jor- 
dan 'Times, the offidals dc^ 
Died an Israeli report tiiat an 
earlier oonsigninent of toma- 
toes sent across tbe bridge 
was returned by the Israelis 
because tbe produce (fid not 
meet with tbe specifications 
sought 1^ the importers. 

The consignment, whidi 
was prepared by the private 
sector, was turned back by 
Jordanian quality and spra- 
fications control authorities 
because they found that the 
shipment not acceptable 
under tbe standards set by 
the Israelis, the offidals said. 

AMPCO, which maintains 
a well-equipped packing and 


Jordanian 


tourists 


to enter 


Israel 


today 


AMMAN (R) — A first 
group of Jordanian tourists 
will visit Israel on Monday 
following complaints from 
travel ^ents that Israeli au- 
thorities were slow in issuing 
visas. 

“Barring any last-minute 
surprises, we expect a group 
of M Jordanians to to 
Israel tomorrow via the Jor- 
dan River crossing,” a gov- 
ernment offidal told Ou- 


ters. 

The two countries opened 
their borders last Sunday af- 
ter signing a peace treaty on 
OcL 26. 

Hundreds of Israelis have 
flooded into Jordan, visiting 
the Nabatean rock-carved 
cit^ of Petra and other 
andent sites such as Mount 
Nebo, where Moses died.. 

“Not a single Jordanian, 
whether a businessman, a 
journalists or a tourist has 
passed through us to Israelt 
on a JoninniaTi passpoit,” the 
offidal said. 

Jordanian travel agents 
have complained that it is 
taking Israel’s interior minis- 
tiy almost two weeks to issue 
visas for Jordanian tourists. 
They say Jordan is granting 
them in a week. 

Some believe security con- 
siderations are behind the de- 
lay. Many of Jordan's 4.2 
million people are of Palesti- 
nian ori^ and still have 
family lii^g in terael and in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
&iip. 

iVavellers have to rely on 
Travel agendas to obtain 
visas until embassies open by 
Dec. 10. 

The Treaty, Israel’s second 
with an Arab state, ended a 
4^year state of war. 


House urges 


Palestinian 


dialogue 


(Couthmed tram page 1) 


The House reviewed re- 
port by its Finance Commit- 
tee on the Jordan Investment 
Corporation and a report by 
tbe Legal Committee on an 
amendment to a law related 
to the Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
national airline. 

Before the end of the ses- 
sion, the House issued a 
statement appealing to tiie 
Palestinian j^pie to abstain 
from in-fighting and prevent 
bloodshed and resort to <ha- 
logne to resolve disputes.. 


grading plant in the Jordan 
Valiev and also processes 


Valley and also processes 
tomatoes into paste, 
appeared to have played a 
key role in ensuring that the 
shipment met with the 
daw sought Ity the Israelis in 
terms of sizing, grading as 
packing. 

“We stand ready to extend 
pur facilities to any Joxdanian 
exporter to Israel or wy 
other place to do tbe sorting, 
grading and packing so as to 
ensure that the shipments 
conform with the standards 
and specifications sought by 
importers,” said Mr. Abu 
Nowar, 

With tiie first “test ship- 
ment" clearing both sides of 
the bridge, “I expect several 
conagnments to follow on 
Mon&y and throughout the 
week,” Mr. Lawri told tbe 
Jordan Times. 

AM O, an umbrella 
body for all agricultural ex- 
ports and imports of Jordan, 
has issued permissions to ex- 
porters for around 800 tonnes 
of tomatoe shipments to 
Israel. 

Officials expect to main- 
tain an average daily ship- 
ment of around 150 tonnes 
per day as the process gets 
into ihytto. 

The shipment came after 


Israel since the Israeli ^ 
mers had also cut production 
following a drop in price 
several months ago. 

The price in the Israeli 
market for a kilogramme of 
tomatoe has hit S3 (JD 2.1) is 
the wake of the shortage. 

Abdul Rahman Abu 
Sneneh. marketiug manager 
of AMO. meanwhile 


sought to address coo^aints 
over the rising price of toma- 


toes in the Jordanian market. 


the priv^ sector exporter, 
die Jordan Valiev Companv, 


die Jordan Valley Company, 
and an Israeli importer 
reached a compromise price, 
but ±e actual figure was not 
immeifiarely kiiownJ 

While Jordanian exporters 
were seeking an over $2 per 
kilogramme price, the 
Israelis were offering only 
S1.5, industry sources said 
last week. 

brae] turned to Jordan for 
its needs of tomatoes this 
month after imposing a ban 
on produce from its tradition- 
al sources in tte Gaza Strip 
citing a cholera outbresdc 
there. The ban led to serious 
shortages of tomatoes in 


He said a shortage of tbe 
produce in tbe market was 
tbe result of delayed produc- 
tion and harvesting in some 
areas and that be expected 
tbe problem to linger for a 
few weeks more pending the 
arrival of tomatoes from 
farms m the southern Jordan 
VaUey. 

In a stacemnet carried by 
the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, Mr. Abu Sneneh stres- 
sed that the tomato exports 
to Israel would not be at the 
expense of the local market. 

said Jordan produced an 
average of 750 to 1,(XX) ton- 
nes of tomatoes every day in 
winter and regulariy exported 
arouiKl 350 tonnes. 

Tbe shipments to Israel 
will be part of tbe 350 tonnes 
per day set aside for daily 
eiqxnts and as such the mar- 
ket would not feel the di%r- 
ence, he argued. 

But tbe argument does not 
solve the problem in tbe mar- 
ket since local prices have 
gone up to 700 to 800 fils a 
kDogramme compared vnth 
the 100 fils to 150 fils a 
•kilogramme price during 
summer. 

Tomatoe production in the 
summer peak season exceeds 
4,000 tonnes per day. drop- 
png to around 1,(XX) tonnes 
in winter season. This ex- 
plains the low. prices in sum- 
mer and fhe 'high prices in 
winter. 


Russia urges 


Iraq to meet 


all U.N. terms 


Chernomyrdin signs major 
economic deal with Saudis 


Cmnbined agency dispa tch es rammes for economic 


RUSSIAN Prime hfinister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin 
urged Iraq to meet all U.N. 
conditioos.for tbe lifting of 
sanctions, during a visit to 
Saudi Arabia Sunday 
where the two countries 
also signed a landmark eco- 
nomic accord. 

Mr. Cheniom^u^ told 
reporters he had discussed 
with Saudi King Fahd the 
lifting of the embargo. 


which was imposed on Iraq 
after its 1990 invasion at 


after its 1990 invasion of 
KowaiL 

The Russian premier, 
speaking before setting off 
for Kuwait on the second 
leg of a Gulf tour, said 
Moscow would “work for 
Iraq to conform fuliv to all 
the U.N. Security Coundl 
resolutions.” 

Only then should the 
crippling embargo be 
hft^, Mr. Cbernomyrxlin 
said. 

Russian Foreign Minister 


cooperation. 

Interfax news agency 
quoted Mr. Davydov as 
saying Saudi Arabia had 
to resdieduled Rus- 
ria’s S2S0 million debt to 
the kingdom. 

Tbe agreement would 
mean Moscow could defer 
unta 1996 repayment of the 
first SlOO million, Mr. 
Davydov was quoted as 
saying in Riyadh. 

Interfax said the debt 
was part of a S7S0 million 
Saudi credit made to tbe 
former Soviet Union in 
1991. 


Andrei Kozyrev pledged to 
work for the easins of sane- 


work for the easing of sanc- 
tions in return for Iraq's 
recogiutioD of Kuwait after 
a visit to Baghdad last 
month. 

Iraq formally recognised 
the emirate and its borders 
on Nov. 20 — one of the 
key conditions for an end 
to sanctions — but four 
days later the Security 
Council renewed the 
embargo for another six 
months. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said: 
“We hope this issue will be 
resolveo in the near future 
and that tbe embargo will 
be lifted, but on tbe condi- 
tion that Iraq applies ail 
U.N. resolutions.” 

Saudi Arabia was the 
first leg of Qiemomyrdin’s 
six-day tour of the Gulf, 
the first by a Russian bead 
of sovernment to the re- 


Mr. Davydov, who is 
also foreign trade minister, 
told RIA news agency the 
two sides also agreed to set 
up an Arab investment 
fund in Russia. No details 
were available. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin, the. 
first Russian prime minister 
to visit Kuwait, was met 
upon his arrival there by 
Sheikh Saad AI Abdullah- 
AI Sabah, who is crown 
prince and prime minister. 

He will also visit Oman 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates. 

Diplomats said rhe main* 
aim of Mr. Chernomyrdin's 
two-day visit was to de- 
velop trade, which was $20 
million in the 1993/94 fiscal 
year, and seek investment. 

“Moscow is facing eco- 
nomic hardships. It can use 
some Gulf investments,'’ a 
diplomat said. But he said 
Kuwait was expected to be 
more interested in discus- 
sing Iraq. 


gion. 

During tus visit, Riyadh 
and Moscow signed an 
agreement for economic 
and cultural cooperation 
which Moscow balled as an 
historic step in ties between 
the two countries. 

The deal, signed by Mr. 
Cbemonxyrdin's deputy for 
fore^ economic relations 


Oleg Da^tydov and Saudi 
Hnance ^nister. Moha- 


mad Abal Khail, will set up 
a committee of offidals and 
businessmen from both 
countries to develop prog- 


In remarks published on 
Sunday Mr. Chernomyrdin 
sud be wanted better trade 
tira with Gulf Arab States. 

“Our markets are open 
for the Gulf states' goods 
and you can invest your 
capitm in a lucrative man- 
ner in our country,” AI 
Qabas newspaper quoted 
Mr. Chernomyrdin as 
saying. 

“We expected to sign a 
number of bQateral agree- 
ments at the aim of estab- 
lishing a sound offidal base 
for d^loping relations be- 
tween our countries in va- 
rious fields,” he said. 

Diplomats -say Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin was keen to reas- 
sure wealthy Gulf Arab 
states that Russia would 
not develop ties with Bagh- 
dad at their expense. 




Clinton Jam 
seMlon becomes 
bootleg recording 


WASHINGTON (AFP) -- A 
recording of President Bill 
Cmton’s saxophone scssfoo 
at 'a Prague club is 
ni&rkctcd by ^ xosil order 
firm a& a bootieg coinpj^ 
disc, with no objections from 
the White House. T^c umu- 
tfaorised recording, including 
Summertime and My Fiinny 
Valentine, is being sold by 


Stash, a New York jmz re- 
cording rompany. “The fiirt 


song he plays is kind of rough 
because be was using a new 
saxophone, but the second 
song be plays respe^bly, 
said Staw owner Bernard 


Brishtman. Tbe 18-minutc 
CD alls or $15. White House 


«x>keswoman Ginny Terza- 
no said the CD is “basically a 

A •• ^ 


bootleg version,” and that • 
Mr. Clinton did not know 


he was being recorded- But 
she added that "^^te House 
lawyeis were making no effort 
to block distribution of die 
recording. “1 hiavc heard that 
it’s great music," the Clinton 
spokeswoman said. Mr. 
Brightman said he got _ a 
thank-you note from White 
House press secretary Dee 
Dee Myers after sending her 


a copy M the recording He 
said the New York Daily 


News gave a thumbs-down to 
the performance: “They said 
it was sure to go aluminum." 


Clintons leave 
their mark on Asia 


JAKARTA (AFP) — At 
least three Indonesian fami- 
lies have named their new- 
born babies after U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, who visited 
the country last week for an 
Aria-Padfic economic sum- 
mit, the Antara News Agen- 
cy said. Two families in 
Jakarta have named their 
ba^ boys Ointon Budiman 
and Ointon Maitono. Antara 
said, while a family in 
Med^. North Sumatra are 
calling their son Clinton 
Pasaribu. Hrst lady Hillary 
Ointon was similmly hon- 
oured during tiie couple’s 
overnight stay in the Philip- 
pines before tiiey went to 
Jakarta for tbe Nov. IS sum- 
mit of the Asia Phcific Eco- 
nomic Cooperation forum. 
She cradled newborn Hillary 
Beiceno, at a goveroment 
hospital she visited in Manila. 


Jilted lover tries 
to immolate girl 


RABAT (AFP) — A young 
man pxiux^ petrol over a gin 


and set her ali^t after she 
spurned his proposal of mar- 
riage, press repiorts said. 
Th^ said that Taoufiq Abdul 
Majid took his revenge after 
learning that Malika Sarfan', 
20, intend to break off 
thdr relationship. He waited 
outside her school with a can 
of petrol and committed the 
act when she confirmed her 
de^on. They said Mr. Sar- 
^ was in a coma with so> 
rious burns in a speciahst 
Rabat hospital. One papier, 
AI Alam, said the gtrl’s pa- 
rents had complained to |fae 
local police four times that 
Abdul Majid was p^exix^ 
their daughter but no 
was taken. 


Ukrainian 
banknotes used 
es toilet paper 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Ukrai- 
nians recycle 35 tonnes of 
used banknotes (karbo- 
vanets) into toilet paper each 
month because of cellulose 
shortage, the Russian daily 
Sevodnia said. Ukrainian 

banknotes to 
P"«P«>pctro\'sk paper- 
mill where they account for 
® quarter of its toilet iiapier 
proauction, accor ding to fao- 
tory manager Vladimir 
^reshak. paper 

comes in three colouis — 
P'S"** green and blue — 
^ch coraespond to the ori- 

vw* u hues. 

Ve re shak vouched for its 
perfect" quality. 


Uog prices crash 
3s Beijing mulls 

exorbitant fees 


BEUING (R) ] 

Pekinese and 
voted lapdogs are c 

“*c Chinese capiu 

fathers debate mto: 

«nce fees, a Beiji 
P*per reponed 
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